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FROM THE ARCHIVES Ever heard of Andrew's Raiders? Civil War and railroad buffs will
know the name. In probably the most daring exploit of the War,
General O.M . Mitchell in April of 1862 sent J.J Andrews and twentyone Union volunteers behind Confederate communication lines
between Atlanta and Chattanooga. At Big Shanty deep in Georgia the
raiders dressed in civilian clothes and posing as passengers, jumped
aboard a train standing at the station, uncoupled the rear cars, fired
up the boiler and sped north before the surprised Southerners could
figure out what was happening. They planned to burn bridges, tear up
rails, cut telegraph wires, and cause general havoc along the way, but
bad luck foiled the plot. The main line was clogged with cars which
delayed their progress, and behind them raced a party of Confederate
pursuers using hand cars, then a commandeered engine, the narrow
the gap. After 90 miles the raiders finally abandoned the "General"
- all locomotives had names in those days - and fled on foot, but all
were captured. After a hasty trial the Confederates hanged Andrews
and seven others. The rest languished in prison for months. Eight
escaped in October, and the following March the others were
exchanged.
Recently the Holt-Atherton Center, through a generous donor,
acquired the personal papers of Daniel A . Dorsey, one of those who
escaped. Included is a fragile scrapbook, a published history of the
expedition with Dorsey's longhand annotations in the margins, and
some related photographs. A hand written note in the scrapbook indicates that Dorsey was first reported executed.
He and his companions received Congressional Medals of Honor
for their exploits - some of the earliest issued by the United States.
Today's spy stories are perhaps the more technologically sophisticated, but modern fiction pales before this true story of twenty-two
courageous men who stole a locomotive in the heart of Dixie.
Selected by Ronald H. Limbaugh

LOCKE: A Chinese Chinatown
by Allen Castle
When a Baptist missionary to China returned to America in
1919, he happened to visit Locke, California. Observing the
people, the food, and the atmosphere he said incredulously:
"This looks like China. It sounds like China. It smells like
China. And it is China. "
The missionary was not exaggerating. What he saw was a bit
of the Orient that Chinese immigrants had faithfully reproduced
in Northern California. Many other cities have Chinese sections,
but Locke is the only town in the country that was built by
Chinese-Americans as a separate Chinese community. It has retained its Cantonese atmosphere throughout its 160-year existence.
Situated on the Sacramento River levee about 25 miles south

of Sacramento, California's capital, Locke appears to be just
another easily bypassed delta town on Highway 160. In fact,
the town's history and charm deserve recognition.
Locke has a unique origin. Forced out of the gold mines by
threats of violence from Caucasian miners, Chinese began to
find their way into the Sacramento delta region. Some found
work on the dikes with resident Indians and Kanakas from
Hawaii. Others worked as cooks on the delta ranches.
A great influx of Chinese into the delta occured during 18691870 after the trans-continental railway was joined and the
Central Pacific laid off 12,000 laborers.
Many of these laborers were Chinese who went to work on
the ranches harvesting wheat which yielded 60 to 70 bushels to
an acre.
But as wheat production began to drop, farmers discovered
they could live in style on less than 50 acres of fruit trees.
These new crops required much hand labor, so the Chinese
were able to make the transition from wheat to fruit without
loss of employment. In fact, many more Chinese were hired to
do the hand labor.
However, this was also during the depression years of the late
1870's. Because of this situation white workers in the cities
were hard pressed to find work and many turned to the rural
country side for work. This brought about the same anti-Chinese sentiment that the Chinese experienced in the gold miners.
A major result of this anti-Chinese sentiment, which was
growing rapidly throughout the United States in the early
1880's was the passage by Congress of the Act of May 6, 1882,
the first of the Chinese Exclusion Acts. This was followed by
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1904 and the Alien Land Law
which was passed in California in 1913. The Alien Land Law
restricted land ownership to those persons eligible for citizenship in the United States, which the Chinese were not.
During these unpredictable times the Chinese grouped together for companionship, as well as for survival. It was common
for communities made up entirely of Chinese to spring up in
odd spots along the Sacramento River delta, wherever white
land owners were kind enough to allow them to settle. Chinese
communities were founded in the towns of Isleton, Courtland,
and Walnut Grove. The town of Locke, California, built entirely by Chinese, came about due to the conditions they faced.
In 1915 the Chinese section of Walnut Grove was destroyed
by fire. Rather than rebuilding, about two hundred members
2

of the Yeung Wong Tong decided to split off and live by themselves.
These Chinese trudged along the Sacramento River, hauling
their few belongings in rickety carts. A mile upstream they
found a pear orchard that already had a building on it. This
is where they decided to build not only a new town but a new
life for themselves.
The pear orchard, some twenty-five miles south of Sacramento, was owned by an early-day rancher named George
Locke who gave them permission to build on his land. The
person commonly given credit for having founded Locke is
Tin San Chan who, in 1912, constructed the first Chinese
building.
The community developed on the basis of a series of verbal
leases.
The tenants owned the buildings, and the Lockes
owned the land. Despite George Locke's apparently sympathic
attitude toward the Chinese, they may not have been completely satisfied. But under the circumstances, verbal leases
must have been better than no lease at all.
Being mainly interested in practicing the customs and rites
of their ancestors, the Tong members were at a loss when it
came to constructing their town. So they shrugged their
shoulders and built according to local custom. The result
was that the new town emerged with structures nearly identical
to those built by pioneers of a half century before. It looked
like every other town of the Old West. But one could tell that
the town was Chinese in culture by the hand-painted signs over
store fronts.
The main street was so narrow that the second story balconies on opposite sides of the street almost touched, as if to support each other. The buildings were jammed so close together
that alleyways hardly existed.
At the peak of development, Locke consisted of a theater, a
hotel, a school, a church, nine grocery stores, six restaurants, a
bakery, a lodge, and a post office. A huge packing shed was
added later alongside the river across from Locke. This shed
was used for many years to pack produce which was subsequently loaded onto paddlewheel steamers headed for the East
Coast.
The Tong became the law and order of the completed town
that nestled along the levee of the Sacramento River. (Tongs
are a peculiarly American institution not to be confused with
family associations that are time-honored Chinese traditions.)
The Tong became the forerunner or present day labor unions
3

Mainstreet of Locke, California. With Prohibition over,
Locke once more became a quiet town .
4

for the Chinese who worked the fields and fruit trees around
Locke. The Tong became a protection league against exploitation, miserable wages, bigotry, ridicule of the Chinese who
plodded about in their black clothing, Chinese slipper and pigtails. One might say that the tong was like a Chinese mafia.
Because of the fire hazard imposed by the closely spaced
wooded buildings, the residents kept on the street a hand propelled fire engine. They employed, too, a town crier, reputed
to be the only one in the United States. He patrolled the
streets throughout the night, and at half hour intervals he would
beat upon his bok-bok, a short block of wood which made a
hollow sound that could be heard for a long distance, informing any restless sleeper that all was well. The old town crier
faithfully carried out his duties, year after year, until his death
when he was well past 80 years old.
Missionary work was done not only in China but also within
the United States . In 1919, D. Charles Shepard, a Baptist
Missionary who had spent many years in China, visited the
sleepy town of Locke for the first time. So impressed by the
cultural feelings, the Chinese music, smells of flavorful Chinese cooking and seeing and hearing the bustle of Chinese life all
around him, that he decided to stay on and work his religion
there . He established a church and mission which was the center of social and religious life well into the 1950's.
One purpose of the mission was to help the newly arrived
Chinese who knew no English. Another purpose was to help
those wishing to obtain American citizenship and learn the
precepts of Americanism. The mission also taught music and
sewing.
During the early 1920's there was a sharp rise in population
in Locke. Not the tong, nor the Reverend Shepard or the
people themselves could keep back the mass of people who
flooded Locke during Prohibition.
What better place for the speakeasies, the bawdiness and
lawlessness connected with this unpopular law than a town with
out a government? And a town whose occupants neith er
cared for nor understood the nature of the Volstead Act.
Locke was wide open in the period. Carpetbaggers bearing
gin and bourbon moved in from San Francisco and Sacramento .
And if there is any truth to the local tales, every single one of
those two story frame buildings provided liquor, girls, and
gambling on the top half.
Many of the stores were merely blinds for various back room
and upstairs activities. Thus, there was a bakery which sold no
5
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baked goods, dry goods store without merchandise, and a
theater where no plays were ever given.
The inspiration was not Chinese and neither was the majority of the operation. But there can be little doubt that the
peace-loving tong members accepted the situation without
protest because they profited handsomely from this mysterious Caucasian law that created rampant illegality .
Legend h as it that the Chinese helped to add glamour to
the prevailing sin by decorating special upstairs rooms in lavish
Oriental splendor. As a result, visiting fun lovers could frolic
amidst carved teak, jade figurines and the air of incense.
The religious sector also profited from the new-found wealth
of Locke. A new mission was needed after it became apparent
that the one Shepard had built was too smalL The funds for
the mission were obtained by church members who went to
the owners of the gambling dens and solicited money from
them . Since business on the main street was flourshing, the
donations were more than generous.
By the mid 1920's, Locke had some 5,000 residents and
enjoyed the reputation of a good-time stopover among riverboat passengers. Then liquor became legal again and the white
man left. Population dropped from 1,020, according to a

The alley ways were so close together that the overhangs
appeared to support one another.
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formal sign on the outskirts of town, to less than 300. But
the white man left a reminder to the Chinese that he had been
there. It was "Al, the Wop's," which was a combination of a
bar and restaurant.
Al's is the only quasi-American establishment in Locke. It opened
in 1924 when a restauranteur named AI Adami came up from San
Francisco's North Beach to settle in Locke . Al's place is still in
operation today.
The town was started in peace and quiet and Locke returned
again to the quiet permissive atmosphere after so many years
of contempt and rowdiness brought on by Prohibition.
Not much was heard about Locke after Prohibition. Population continued to decline until it reached the present day
total of approximately 100. Of those about 50 belong to the
original clan that settled there in 1916 and the rest are largely
Chinese who came to work the vegetable and fruit fields even
though the crops are no longer plentiful.
Younger generations have not stayed in Locke to continue
the work that their ·fathers began . The town began to be
condemned building by building, and the packing house is just a
relic today .
Locke is not a ghost town yet, although one day it may
be . And as with all ghost towns it will echo with memories
of better days when the sounds of life filled its buildings and
main street.

CORRECTION NOTICE

In the winter 1979 issue (vol. 23, no. 4), credits for the article
"Japanese-American Relations" by Professor Chihiro HOSOY A (pp .
9-27) were inadvertently omitted. The article first appeared in the
Japanese monthly, Chuo Koron (Central Review). The English
version of the article was prepared for The Pacific Historian by The
Asia Foundation's Translation Service Center.
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Masonic Temple, 315 N. ElDorado, home of Public Library
from April], 1884 to February 1, 1889.

THE STEWART LIBRARY
A Dream Realized
by Virginia Struhsaker
On July 25, 1850 a brawling tent market town, sprawled
along a muddy tule choked slough of the San Joaquin River,
became Stockton. In the 130 eventful years since, this Gold
Rush supply depot for the southern mines has bludgeoned into
a bustling still expanding agribusiness center for the northern
central valley well able to boast of being Stockton, Someplace
Special. From its founding the majority of its extroverted citizens 7ver"' more interested, even as today, in the livelier arts a..'ld
amusements, games of chance, saloons, fandangos, and-theater.
However, there always existed a small but active group dedicated to reading, books and libraries.
In February 1853, the Burton News Depot included a circulating library. 1 A Stockton Library Association was organized
8

in February 1854, just 4 years after Stockton's incorporation,
with a $5. initiation fee, $1. bimonthly membership dues and a
life membership for $50. cash or a $7 5. book donation. Editors
and publishers who gave samples of their works regularly were
honorary members. A $25 . donation also conferred honorary
membership. This group _sponsored poetry readings to obtain
funds for a community library but failed either to gain the necessary financial backing or was dispersed by one of the fires
sweeping Stockton in 1855. 2 A Merchantile Library Association
operated in November 1855 3 and the 1856 City Directory listed a Merchants Exchange Reading Room, Weber House Building
corner Main and Center. 4 The 1857 City Directory listed an
Odd Fellows Library which was open to the public for a monthly subscription fee by January 1863. 5 A Tum Verein librarian was also listed in 1857. 6 The young ladies of Dr. Collins'
Seminary formed a library association in November 1858. 7
Kierski & Bros. opened a public circulating library in December
1859. 8 A public meeting to start a free public library was held
as early as January 1861. 9
In the Mokelumne river area, near Stockton, the Staples
ranch ladies in 1859/60 purchased 100 books to form a library
using their sewing circle proceeds as did the Lockeford Ladies
Sewing Society with 150 volumes in their collection. 10 In
Stockton, Rev. Joseph A. Gallag):ler organized the St. Mary's
Library and School Society, January 1863, with a 200 vo.lume
collection of theology, science, history and wholesome leisure
reading available on loan to all. Donations, books or money,
were welcome.1 1The YMCA had a reading room by 1869 12while
the Methodist Sunday School, in 1870, published- 2 caiaiogs,
listing a collection of 809 titles for adults and youth, the adult
collection intended mainly for teachers.13 By 1876, the State
General Hospital and Insane Asylum had a typical asylum library. 14 In the winter of 1876-77, the Philomathean Society's
public entertainment series to raise money for a community
library unfortunately lost $10. to $20. on each event.15 In the
spring of 1878, the Blue Ribbon Society, a temperance organization began an enthusiastic campaign for a public reading room
in owned not rented quarters seeking a $7 50. initial fund and
$150 . a month income from monthly subscriptions. Despite
early optimism and the benefit social staged by the 7:00-11
Club ladies support soon faded and the project failed. 16 Critics
favored rented over owned quarters starting a trend that hindered Stockton library construction for decades. Thus in 1878,
24 long discouraging years after its first short-lived library

9

Frank Stewart as photographed c. 1865
by W.M. Stuart's Premium Gallery, Stockton.
(Courtesy, collection of Pioneer Museum and Haggin Galleries)
association, Stockton remained the largest city in California
without a public library or library association.
Then March 18, 1878, the Rogers Act was passed. This
public library law, effective immediately, authorized municipal authorities of incorporated cities and towns to levy and
collect taxes, establish and maintain free public libraries, acquire materials and buildings and appoint trustees to execute
the act's provisions. 17 Although no immediate state-wide stampede to establish libraries ensued, Stockton lagging far behind
with San Jose, established its library, April 5, 1880, on the eve
10

of the Rogers Act's expiration May 1st, one of the last 2 cities
to act under this law. 18 Stockton's was the 1st tax supported
library in a California community that did not already have an
active subscription library association.
The City _Council
created a public library in the spring of 1880, but without an
association library to convert into a public agency, Stockton
had to build up a collection and locate quarters delaying actual
library operation until1881.19
March 1880, Mayor G.C. Hyatt called a public meeting, the
1st official act regarding the library . Maj. N.M . Orr presided ;
D .L. Campbell was secretary. Many prominent Stocktonians
including J.D. Peters, later a donor, and William Baggs, soon to
be a trustee, supported the proposed plan for a tax supported
library . April 5, 1880, the City Council authorized a 5 mills on
the dollar tax to establish a library fund, about $6,000 . 20 The
first Board of Trustees, elected by City Council, May 1880, consisted of William Baggs, A.W. Simpson, J .R . Wilbur, Dr. E. A.
Stockton and H .T . Dorrance. 21 June 8th the Board agreed to
rent rooms in Newell's Building for the Library at $40. per
month for 2 years. The rooms were large, airy , well lighted,
easy of access and able to hold 10,000 volumes. 22 August 8th
the Board acted to procure carpets, shelves and fixtures.2 3 December 9th E .M. Johnson, nominated by Dr. Stockton, was
elected Librarian-Board Secretary at $25 . per month . 24 Library-Board Monthly Reports indicate that with each new
Board and fiscal year the Board voted for the Librarian-Board
Secretary, Assistant Librarian and janitor and later all library
assistants and substitutes, confirming each's salary at the same
time. December 13th, in response to a public appeal the Philomathean Society Library donated its collection to the new
public library.25 The press complained that the Trustees were
u sing too little of the appropriated money ($2,800 to $3,000)
for books squandering it on book shelves, 2 newspaper ra<;ks,
stoves, gas fixtures and carpeting, 2 rooms with Brussels, 1
with heavy Manilla matting. 26
The Stockton Free Public Library finally opened January 1,
1881 in 3 rooms over Hale's Store in the Newell Building,
248 Main, corner of Main and San Joaquin, remaining there
till December 31, 1883. The front room overlooking Main was
the Reading Room; the middle room, the stacks; the rear, the
office. Estimates of books on its shelves in 1881 ranged from
948 to 1487.27 By April, average daily attendance was 60 .28It
was confirmed as a circulating library in May .29 May 23rd the
Board formulated "Rules for the Board of Trustees, the GovernII

ment of the Librarian and the Distribution of Books", effective
June 15th. 3 Fear of a smallpox epidemic prompted consideration of fumagation in July.31 In October, the Board adopted
the Decimal system 32 and set service hours: Daily lOAMNoon, 1 :30-5PM, 6 :30-9PM; Sundays 1 :30-5PM, 6 :30-9PM . 33
Library privileges were extended to non-resident taxpayers,
June 1882. 34 An alphabetical title catalog of 68 pages sold for
.25 in November. 35 Juvenile books for readers under 12 were
added January 1883. 36
The Library pioneered by adopting the policy of "free access" or "open-shelf" July 26, 1883 at the conclusion of the
bitter "Fence Fight". 37 November 1882, the Board ordered a
railing "The Fence" erected the length of the main room denying patrons access to the shelves . Books selected from the book
"catalogues" would be fetched by staff:38 Some angry patrons,
their honesty questioned, threatened to dynamite "The Fence"
and demanded that staff be fired and their wages spent for
books. Only the janitor was needed.

°

Down with the FENCE! Down with the Librarians!
And up with more books on the shelves.
If the library is to be, let it be free,
Not fenced in and doubled guarded
I will not vote for anyone for trustee
Who will not subscribe to my platform.

39

Letrer to Daily Ercning Herald. Mar]. 1883

Other angry patrons, outraged taxpayers, demanded "The
Fence" be kept to protect public property and maintain orderly
shelves. 40 A nominee for Library Trustee stated his pro position
comparing the library's plight to the sack of Damascus.41 Even
the San Francisco Daily Exchange took sides. 42
The Library quickly outgrew these quarters and July 17,
1883, the Board at a special meeting decided to lease 4,600
sq. ft ., 80'x40', 1st floor, southside, the Masonic Temple, 315
N . El Dorado between Bridge and Channel, from January 1,
1884 for $50. per month. 43 Here the library remained from
April 1, 1884 to February 1, 1889. 44 The 1885 U.S. Bureau
of Education Statistics credited the Stockton Library with
8,000 volumes. 45 From 1880 to 1887, serving at the Board's
pleasure from 2 months to 2 years were 6 Librarian-Board
Secretaries, 5 men and 1 woman: E.M . Johnson, December 9,
1880-September 5, 1882; H.R . Campbell, September 5, 1882December 1, 1882; W.F. Clowdsley, December 1, 1882-Dec12

The Stewart Memorial Library
(Courtesy, collection of Pioneer Museum and Haggin Galleries)
ember 26, 1884; M.M. Nichols, December 26, 1884-February
3,1885; V.P. Pritchard, February 3, 1885-February 2, 1886;
Julia Minta, February 2, 1886-December 6, 1887~ \1\'.F. Clewsley, December 6, 1887. 4 6 Trustees were frequently politically
motivated; librarians were frequently trustee proteges ;4 7 all
were too frequently inept. The librarians, quite untrained,
tended to be members of city or county Boards of Education
with elitist airs and schoolmaster manners. The City Council
resented the Trustees' authorizing payment of library expenses
without its approval. 4 8 Petty bickering flourished;49 The public
complained frequently, bitterly and all too often in vain.
Johnson was fired for rudely questioning library card applicants' respectability and responsibility, continually exceeding
his authority, bein g cross and snappish with ladies and using
offensive language that caused them to "blush, deeply morti-fied." His position was voted vacant as he wrote the Board
meeting's minutes.5 ° Campbell and Nichols both resigned within
2 months; Nichols stating he did not feel competent to run the
library. 51 Both probably filled the position on a pro tern basis.
13

Julia Minta, who had served under several of these librarians,
was considered a faithful and appreciated employee, liked by
both public and Board . She resigned for reasons of health 52
and later married Thomas 0. Minta, a merchant of Carbon,
Wyoming Territory . 53 Pritchard, who also had "too much the
flavor of the schoolroom about him" and an irritable temper
and disagreeable manner as well provoked the press and public
both as a librarian and a school trustee. The Stockton Daily
Independent · answered his demand for a retraction of its view
of him as follows:
Says Pritchard, V.P.
"I'll teach them," says he
"That they can't slander me
Without a retraction."
But this Pritchard, V.P.
This live school trustee,
Blindly jailed to jorsee
His jolly's "back action."
0, Pritchard, V.P.
If you ever can be
As a sec-re-ta-ree
Clear-headed and level,

It is possible'
The Daily papers would see
That preserved you would be
From the wrath of the "devil". 54
He too was fired .55 Clowdsley who had resigned in 1884 after 2
years giving no reason was re-elected in 1887 and served until 1917, 32
years in all.
'
February 1, 1889, the library opened in its own building a
little south of Hunter Square on Hunter Street between Main
and Market next to the Eureka Firehouse. This was the result
of the tragic untimely death of Frank Stewart and his unexpected generosity, a $5,000 bequest.
Frank Stewart, only 59 at the time of his fatal accident, had
lived an adventurous yet productive life and been both a prominent and popular Stocktonian for 33 years. Born April 24,
1824 in Sumner County, Tennessee, he early learned the harnessmaker's trade which he practiced in Tennessee, Kentucky
1d Missouri . During the Mexican War, he enlisted, May 1846,
14

Judge Ramey and Frank Stewart,
M. Monaco Photographer, Stockton, Dated 1879
(Courtesy, collection of Pioneer Museum and Haggin Galleries)

in Company C., 1st Tennessee Regiment, Volunteer Infantry,
for 1 year, landing in Brazos Santiago, Mexico, late in June. His
company, reduced by 66% causalties in several fierce battles,
returned to New Orleans, 13 months later. July 1848, he started for Texas but finding work delayed in Memphis leaving in
December for the California Gold fields via New Orleans where
he formed a company of 16 for the overland route through
Northern Mexico. Procuring mules and supplies at Matomoras,
the group set out March 1, 1849 arriving at Stockton July 1st.
Traveling more than 2,500 miles in 122 days via Monclover,
15

Chihuahua, Jonas, Tucson and the Gila's mouth, they had
suffered from lack of food and water and survived frequent
encounters with Comanches and Apaches.
Stockton then consisted of 1 frame building, 1 adobe and 2
or 3 dozen tents. Making Stockton their supply base, this group
split-up, smaller groups prospecting Woods Creek near Sonora and Split Rock on the Merced River. Stewart's group of 3
was victimized by one member, Stull, who lost at Monte all
their gold dust, $350., the accumulation of 16 days hard
labor. Stewart later became a banker remembering perhaps
the loss of his wealth from a box buried at the foot of a tree.
August 1849, Stewart and his remaining partner, Pau, joined
another larger group prospecting the higher Sierras visiting
Yosemite Valley, viewing the Mariposa big trees and returning to camp 22 days later exhausted by lack of food and the
Indians who dogged their trail. Stewart and Pau next mined
successfully along the Tuolumne River below Hawkins Bar 3
years too early to enjoy the literary society and circulating
library that later flourished there for many years. By October's
end, Stewart like Hazelton decided it was easier to extract gold
from the miners than mines.
Loading 40 pack mules with supplies in Stockton, he treked
to Don Pedro Bar on the Tuolumne River and started a tent
store, closing out his stock at year's end and returning to
Stockton. Wintering there and in San Francisco, he hired out
as a laborer helping Andrew Bell raise a house on Telegraph
Hill for a $5 Moffitt gold piece. This was the only time he
worked for wages in California. Spring 1850, he returned to
Stockton by schooner. Staked by a friend, General Frank
Cheetham, he purchased a small mule train, obtained goods on
credit and packed and traded throughout Calaveras county
until October. Returning again to Stockton, he remained this
time making it his home.
After a term as deputy and jailer under San Joaquin County
Sheriff Dr. R .P. Ashe, 1850-51, he resumed his first trade and
opened a harness shop on the south side of Main between Hunter and El Dorado. Shortly before the Civil War he sold his
business to Dan Riordan when he decided to retire and take
life easy when only in his late thirties. His only business activity during this retirement was money lending in which he was
associated with William P. Hazelton, another self-made capitalist and library patron. During the Civil War he grew restless
and in partnership with J.D. Peters, yet another library benefactor, bought land and speculated always successfully . He
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built the Eureka Warehouses, 162 Levee (Weber), between Elk
and Otter, in 1873; w~s president of the 1st National Bank of
Stockton from its organization until his death, 1872-8-3; and
a large stockholder in most of the other banks; was treasurer of
the proposed Stockton and Visalia RR, in 1871; was a member
of the San Francisco Produce Exchange and Call Board; and,
formed with Capt. James W. Smith, Stewart & Smith, Grain and
Wool Merchants, 1 Levee (Weber) between Center and Commerce. 56 The Stewart Mansion, comer of Park and Hunter, designed by William Curlett of Curlett & Eisen, San Francisco, was
considered the city's most imposing private edifice and the
elegant party commemorating its completion was the social
event of 1881. 57 Just 2 years later in the prime of life and at
the peak of his career, Stewart was fatally injured July 26,
1883.
Stewart and Capt. Smith, his partner, were preparing to
sample wheat on some flat cars just arrived from Oakdale, while
the engineer was still shunting cars, consigned to their firm, ,
from the main Copperopolis RR track onto the wharf sidings
in front of their office. The engine tender accidently sideswiped a stationary car driving it against another catching
Stewart in between. His left leg was crushed knee to hip between the iron draw heads. Released after half a minute he was
unable to place any weight on his left foot. Carried to their
office across the street, Stewart was made as comfortable as
possible on grain sacks and messengers were sent for Drs. Clark
and Phillips and W.L. Dudley, his attorney. Cigar in mouth, he
conversed with friends despite his injuries. When the doctors
arrived shortly, he was placed on a mattress and conveyed to his
home on Chestnutwood -and Moore's wagon followed by a
large group of his friends. Once there, Stewart insisted on
arranging his business affairs first, giving Dudley final directions concerning his property and an earlier rough draft will.
Although the pain was too extremEf to permit a thorough examination of his leg, he joked with Dudley about a broken leg the
attorney had had years before. He was completely conscious
before being given chloroform at 3 PM for the necessary examination and amputation and spoke with his wife and daughter.
Drs. Clark, Phillips, J.D. Young, W .E. Gibbons and A.T. Hudson
officiated .58 Though obviously weakened by the ordeal and loss
of blood, he recovered his spirits giving Capt. Smith instructions
regarding the proper burial of his leg . Removed to his own bedroom he rallied slowly and suffered greatly. It was soon realized
he was sinking and would not recover. Told he was dying, he
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requested that the Pioneers, Mexican War Veterans and Masons
attend his funeral and bade his wife farewell. He died July 27, 1883
at 10:15 AM 23 hours after his accident. 59
Frank Stewart's funeral July 29, 1883, was the largest ever
in Stockton with 2,000 viewing the remains and a procession of
165 carriages and pedesterians over a mile long. 60
Stewart's death bed will, dated July 26, 1883, and filed in
the County Clerk's office August 10, 1883, stated simply
"Sixth-To the Stockton Free Library $5,000 ." 61Stewart was
respected for his sterling character, sense of humor, intelligence
and honest purpose, but above all for his caution and shrewdness in business. However, he was a very uneducated man who
consorted with dubious characters such as Gen. Frank Cheetham, and enjoyed poker more than cultural activities so his
legacy was indeed a surprise. 62
With the $5,000 Stewart bequest augmented by $7,000 from
City Council, raised by a 1 mill on the dollar tax for 1881, a 2
story brick building, 50' x 80', was errected jus.t south of the
Hunter Street Eureka firehouse on a 80' x 100' lot originally
donated to the city by Capt. Charles Weber. Charles Beasley
was the architect ; Alexander Campbell, the contractor. The
total cost was $10,389 . A plaque over the door read FRANK
STEWART, IN MEMORIAN . 63 There was also a tablet bearing
the names of the librarian and trustees. 64
The style of the front was a cross between " the medieval and
the classic Greek" with granite pillars and marble caps and
large striking "bulls-eye windows" . The brickwork of the
front was coated with cement roughened to represent rockface on the portal and in the pediment.
There was a spacious vestibule with windows of cathedral
glass in the Eastlake style on either hand as wide as the vestibule was deep. Double doors of cathedral glass after the East lake pattern opened into the large partitionless room occupying
the entire lower floor in which the books were housed. Flanking the vestibule through straight arches were 2 spacious alcoves, the one to the right being a ladies reading room, the one
to the left serving as the librarian's office and the' trustees'
meeting room. Books were shelved along the north wall toward
the firehouse. 65 Bookcases were arranged slantwise to save space
and enhance light. A browsing area in the SW comer between
the wall of the main room and the anteroom provided comfortable chairs and tables, Brussels carpet, light from the south wall
windows and a center table with periodicals. There were 4
large coal stoves and flues available for a half do zen more.
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Government document cases were located in the SE comer.66
A balustrade topped with a book counter extended the entire
length of the building and across the E~t or back wall. The
upper floor, supported by posts near the walls and rods from
the roof trusses in the central area, was so planned that the
central portion could be removed for expansion replacing the
upper story with a wide gallery around a center opening 25'
square. The upper floor used for storage was reached by a
narrow flight of stairs in the NE corner hidden from view by
shelving. 67 The city also donated to the library the corner lot
to the south so no structure could ever be built to deny daylight to the beautifully frosted glass windows. The collection
numbered 11,000 and in the opening year $2,000 worth of
books was added.
In its day, this was a magnificent library both convenient and finely
equipped. The 3rd largest in the state, San Francisco's being 1st, and
Sacramento's, 2nd. 68 The library was housed here just 2 years.
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Filipino Contractor taking a crew offield workers
to a ranch from Stockton.

LITTLE MANILA
The Filipino in Stockton Prior to World War II
Part 1
By Carol Hemminger

Traditionally, the Filipinos did not possess the urge to migrate from their homeland. On the whole, they stayed at home
and " . . . pitted fertility against poverty, famines, and epidemics .. . " This was because of strong family ties and co mm unity interests. 1 Given this historical observation, on e wonders
why the Filipino did immigrate to the United States. Why did
Stockton, California, harbor the largest concentration of Filipinos outside the Philippines prior to World War II ? What
were
these
people
seeking;
what
did they
find?
Before these questions can be dealt with, a brief bac kground
of American diplomacy with the Philippines is n ecessary to
understand what induced the Filipinos to immigrate. On one
hand the United States took the Philippines under her wing
and supplied money and aid and education. On the other;
when the Filipino arrived, the greeting was on e of prejudice
and misunderstanding. Let us look back and se e how this
paradox develo ped.
At the end of the Spanish-American War, President McKin21

ley was confronted with a dilemna - whether to give the
Philippines back to Spanish misrule or to acquire these islands
as a territory. It was feared that if they were left alone that
one of the major powers might try to them and a world war
might begin. Hence, the United States bought the Philippines
from Spain for $20,000,000 with the intent of perhaps giving
them freedom later. This purchase was a result of the provisions of the Treaty of Paris, ending the Spanish-American War. 2
Also through the provisions of this treaty the Filipinos were
taught how to read, write and speak English. This was part
of President McKinley's program of Benevolent Assimilation~
Filipinos saw it as an insult to their national consciousness. 4
They learned everything American their native culture was
ignored . The Americans succeeded in educating a generation
of Filipinos and encouraged them to look toward the United
States. Quite naturally, many wanted to come to this country . 5
The following dialogue between Juan and his Mother from
the play, Across Oceans of Dreams, portrays what t he promised land enticed for these adventurous young men:
Juan's
Mother:
Juan:

Mother :
Juan:

Mother:
Juan :

Where will you go?
To America ... land of milk and honey . ..
where the streets are paved of gold. I can
become a rich man there, Mama.
But do you want to leave Papa and me?
No, but I have to. Can't you see? I don't
want to live a life of poverty, and that's all
there is over here, Mama.
Who'll take care of you, when you're alone in
that strange land?
I can take care of myself, Mama. 6

- Virtually all of the Filipino immigrants who came prior to
1920 came as students - interested in seeking or furthering
their education. This was voluntary immigration. 7 However,
when Mr. and Mrs. Sebastian Inosanto interviewed several of
the earliest immigrants, they were struck by the expression of
disappointment by these people that they could not fulfill their
dreams for education and could not utilize the education they
had already received either in the Islands or in the United
States. s For example, in 1928, Mrs. Eddie Olamit graduated
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Filipinos cutting asparagus in the San Joaquin Delta.

from high school in the Philippines. He would have been able
to teach there but chose to come to the United States instead
to pursue his education. These expectations did not materialize
and he, like most of the immigrants, ended up working in the
fields. 9 This story repeated itself over and over.
After 1920, the influx was artifically stimulated by the
Hawaiian Sugar Planter Association. The· Gentlemen's Agreement of 1907 restricted Japanese field hands and forced growers to look for another supply of cheap labor. So, the ·Filipinos
were recruited to work in the fields in Hawaii. It was after
these contracts expired that they came to Califomia.1o The
"pull" factors were much more important in this migration
than the "push" factors. 1 1 Immigrants were induced to leave
more because of the attraction of all that was promised (the
best schools, good jobs, high wages) than the lack of economic
opportunities in the Islands. 12
Since the Philippines was a possession of the United States
the immigrants had free entry to the mainland. For years flyby-night taxi drivers transported the newly arrived Pinoy from
the Embarcadero to Stockton. 1 3 The taxi fare for a group of
four or five Filipinos would be around $65 or $7 5, while the
regular train or bus fare would have been about $2 per person.14
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When Carlos Bulosan arrived in Stockton, some of the hoboes
told him that there were thousands of Filipinos here. When he
asked where to find China town, he was told "El Dorado
Street," which sounded like a song for the words mean "the
land of gold ." When he found it he saw many Filipinos in magnificent suits standing in front of poolrooms and gambling
houses. There were hundreds in the streets waiting for the
night. 1 5
These hundreds were the Filipino laborers . The Delta region
of the central valley, being a rich agricultural area, attracted
many Filipino laborers. Since Stockton was centrally located
in the heart of this agricultural expanse, Filipino laborers working in the area began to congregate in Stockton. The influx
began in 1927 and the population of Filipinos in Stockton
kept growing until it came to be know as "Little Manila." 16

If it weren't for the Filipino, the San Joaquin Valley would
not be the richest valley in the world. 1 7
The seeds of discrimination were planted before the Filipino influx ever began. Indicative of this is an article in the
Stockton Record, January 12, 1924, "Asiatics Not Indispensable to the Delta - Many White Farmers Already on the Land Others will be Attracted. " 18 In this article the vice president of
Old Rivers Farm Company was predicting what effect the exclusion of races ineligible to naturalization would have on the
San Joaquin Delta. He felt that the most important effect
would be the more rapid settlement of these lands by the
white farmers. When he got to the question of labor, he commented: "The native-born Chinese is still available ... the Filipino is available for hoeing and harvesting, as is the Mexican ."
"Hoeing and harvesting" is exactly what the majority of the
Filipinos did, even though they were young - aged 16 to 30 and looking forward to a better way of life in America, the
"Land of ~romise." ln order to survive , these young men had
put aside dreams of the "good life " and were forced to seek
any job that was available. 19 Most of them picked asparagus.
The stoop labor required in the asparagus fields was hard,
back-breaking work. The fields were hot. The whites would
have nothing to do with this work so it was left to therfi.~
Special physical fitness is often the reason given for the Fili
pinos success in the stoop labor. Their ability to work on the
wet ground is given as a reason for preferring Filipinos in the
Delta region. Also, being small and agile, they were better
able to bear the strain of long and continued stoop work than
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Filipino pool parlor in Stockton. (Proprietess, center right)

most other groups. 21
For the Filipinos to seek this work, there was a particular
system u sed for labor contracting around Stockton. Usually the
company had an American white foreman who was responsible
for the production, and, responsible to him, a foreign straw
boss or contractor who independently did all the hiring and
firing . In Stockton this contractor often was Japanese. The
contractor either moved with his gang of workers into a camp
provided by the company , or he had a camp of his own from
which he sent the workers each morning by truck to the employer. 22
Mr. Johnny Latosa, who started as a laborer and later became a contractor described his experiences in the fields. When
he arrived in Stockton he estimated there were about 60,000
Filipinos in the surrounding area. He couldn't get a job except
in the asparagus fields. He worked for one of the big companies, Jensen and McCormick, in Walnut Grove. Twenty to thirty
Filipinos would work together under one boss who was also a
Filipino hired by the company . Working conditions were far
· from ideal . There were no medical benefits. 2 3 Peat dust would
get into their throats and they would go to the doctor by the
bunches to get their throats swabbed our and get some medi\
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cation. 24 The company would sometimes help them but not
always. There were no set working hours, they had to work
until they finished their job and that was often until dark,
rain or sunshine. Mr. Latosa was paid .90 for every 100 pounds
of asparagus picked. The Filipinos were young and hard workers and they could earn about $2 .50 to $3 .00 a day . If they
wanted a day off, they could take one but without pay . 2 5
There was great pressure on the crew boss. Mr. Dina Delapina who had spent 42 of his 63 years tending the croplands in
the Delta undertook a good deal of responsibility in his capacity . His job as crew boss Wa.? to negotiate the wages for his
men and handle all other dealings between them and the grower. If he did not perform up to the satisfaction of both, he
would no longer be boss. 26
This crew and crew boss (or contractor) was all part of the
teamwork involved in picking asparagus. Also used was a
" sled," a sort of cart pulled by an unmanned tractor moving
at idling speed astride the row. The sled boy trotted along
behind, gathering the bundles of asparagus left by the cutters,
sometimes running to keep us. The sled remained in the field
long after the cutters returned to camp . 27
At camp, the housing conditions varied. Mr. Latosa said the
housing was good at Jansen and McCormick because it was new.
But, still, there was no electricity and the toilet facilitjes were
out of doors and not sanitary - "a big hole ." To take a bath,
they used a big wash tub under which they lit a fire. This also
was done outside. 2 8
When Mr. Claro Candelario first came to Stockton in 1939,
he planted tomatoes. He also recalls how the wages were low,
the bunkhouses were filthy, they had no electricity, the toilet
facilities were 100 yards from the bunks, and in the middle of
the night if you wanted to go to the bathroom you had to put
on an overcoat . . . "the winter was cold - I did not stay
long." 29
There was hostility and resentment toward the Filipino laborers. This was created because they. would accept the limited
job opportunities open . By doing so, they forced many white
laborers out of work. The influx of Filipino laborers brought
down the average daily earnings from $6.06 in 1925 to $3 .75
in 1929. 3 0 This was the basis of the anti-Filipino citizenship
stand of the Associated Farmers.
The Associated Farmers deplored the recommendation by
Governor Olson in 1939 calling for citizenship for Filipinos.
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They felt this encouraged groups of these races to take the place
of white workers and citizens in the state. Mr. Claro Candelario, Chairman of the Committee for Protection of Filipino
Rights, stated, "We believe that the action of the Associated
Farmers in going against Filipinos becoming citizens is contrary
to the true spirit of democracy ." 31
"Little Manila" was concentrated in the blocks between
Market and Lafayette Streets on El Dorado which was the main
thoroughfare. 32 It was a tight Chinatown ghetto quite apart
from the rest of the population. 33Because they could only
afford low rent rooming houses and cheap hotels, the Filipinos
were forced into this little three-block-by-three-block colony .34
Here they were, like other minorities, isolated and feared by
the rest of the population. 35 For the Filipinos, El Dorado
Street, or "Land of gold," became a distinguishing landmark.36
On all holidays and especially the Fourth of July, you could
not wrench your way through the corner of El Dorado and
Lafayette because Filipinos from all over came into town.
They would line the streets and fill the clubs. 37They would be
all "dressed up like hell" in magnificent zoot suits already to
spend money, have a good time or just visit fnerids. The Filipinos loved to dress flashy. When they came here they were
poor and when they made money they spent it on booze, ·
clothes, pool halls, gambling, and women. 38 ·
Carlos Bulosan 's recollection of Stockton's Chinatown was
one of terror and disg1,1.st. When the asparagus season was over
he found most of the Filipino farmhands, who had no other
place to go sitting in bars and poolrooms, in the dance halls and
gambling dens; and when they lost or spent all their money,
they went to the whorehouses and pawed at the prostitutes. He
told of entering a big Chinese gambling house on El Dorado and
Lafayette Streets where ten prostitutes circulated, obscenely
clutching at some the the gamblers. He was drinking Chinese
tea that warmed his empty stomach, when suddenly a Chinese
came out of a back room with a gun and shot a Filipino who
was st.a nding by a table. He ran furiously down the block and
stopped in a doorway - shivering, afraid, and wanting to .spit
out that tea. 39
Life for Filipinos in Stockton at times seemed · intolerable.
It seemed evident from the very beginning that Stockton was
not going to allow Filipinos into the mainstream of community
life. Although there were no ordinances, Filipinos knew that
they should not cross Main Street to the north side.4o They
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could not go into the Fox Theater as there was a sign in front
that read "No Filipinos Allowed." If they tried to enter the
police would put them in jail. 41 One Filipino remembers as a
child seeing a sign that said "No Dogs and No Filipinos ...." 4 2
The Stockton police would sometimes arrest white female
entertainers in Filipino establishments. The feelings were so
tense about the intermingling of Filipinos and whites that a
Filipino husband would often follow his Caucasian wife a
block behind. Whenever Caucasians were among Filipinos in a
public place, fear that trouble would break out often marred
what was intended to have been an innocent social occasion . 43
Chinatown was loaded with hotels and rooming houses.
Throughout the years, the "first class" hotels like the Occidental, United States, Yosemite and Commercial became more
or less rooming houses. The lead hotels in 1925 were Hotels
Stockton, Clark, and Wolf. The Lincoln Hotel· was a fivestory fireproof building at 120 El Dorado, but being located
in the tenderloin district didn't help its reputation. In addition to these, the city directory listed fifty-four other hotels,
mostly small places, 180 rooming houses, some of which had
questionable reputations. 44
Evidently, the Filipinos were treated with typical scorn and
distrust when seeking a place to sleep. The Quezon Hotel', 228
South El Dorado, hung a listing of twenty-five rules and regulations for tenants on the door of each room. Some regulations
were ordinary ("Everyone must register"), some were understandable ("No music before 9 a.:m. or after 10 p.m."), but the
following were obviously directed at the Filipinos and denote
how lowly they were treated:
- Expense or damage caused by the stopping of waste pipes or
over flow from showers, toilets or waste basins, must be paid by
the tenants. Hoppers and sinks are for liquids only. 45
- NO CHECKS CASHED OR MONEY LOANED. NO EXCEPTIONS.
- GUESTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO ENTERTAIN GUESTS
OF THE OPPOSITE SEX IN THEIR ROOMS AFTER 11 PM
AND DOORS MUST BE LEFT OPEN.

- GAMBLING IN ANY FORM IS UNLAWFUL AND WILL
NOT BE PERMITTED IN THIS HOTEL. 46
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Being that Stockton was the Philippine capital of the United
States, so to speak, it would be interesting to know its. Filipino population at the time . However, this is difficult to even
guess because of the transient nature of the laborers. Whether
rooming houses and hotels were inCluded in the census is doubtful. The city's population in 1930 was 4 7 ,952. The foreign
population constituted about eleven percent of the total, being
mostly Mexican and Oriental. This is -according to the 1930
census. 47 The trend of error in local estimates is probably in
the direction of overstatement. In the late 1920's Stockton's
variation between summer and winter population accounted for
estimates of Filipino population ranging from 1,000 as a minimum to 6,000 at the neight of the asparagus season.4 s Mr.
Olamit estimates there were approximately 10,000 Filipinos
during the influx period of 1924 to 1939. 4 9 This seems to be
a close estimate when considering the membership of the
Filipino Agricultural Laborers Association was 5,000 to 6,000
during the asparagus strike in 1939 . 5o
Here then was Chinatown, sometimes crowded with Filipinos .
This was where they found one another. It was alive and' active and during this pre-war period it was the Filipino's meeting
and gathering place .

In my conscience and concern, these were businesses of
exploitation - taking advantage.
There was an inculcated compulsion to gamble among the
Filipinos due to the history of slavery for debt or peonage.
When peonage prevailed, gambling was encouraged. Various interests in Stockton were notorious for corrupt municipal politics
and encouraged gambling as a means of stabilizing the Filipino
labor force in the asparagus industry. 52
Filipinos had few recreational and social outlets other than
tho se offered by the gambling hall, pool parlors, and clubs on
El Dorado Street. When Mr. Candelario came to Stockton, El
Dorado was lined with gambling operated by " ... those that
were interested in making money out of gambling. '5 3 They were
mainly other nationalities - whites and Chinese. 54
Most of the gambling dens were along Washington Street, between Hunter and El Dorado. The front was usually set back
a few feet from the sidewalk. At one side was a door which
slammed with a bang each time it opened and then closed. At
one side was a small window, not over a foot square, with heavy
wire and curtain . Behind it sat the keeper of the door. Out in
front was usually a sleepy looking Chinese seated on a stool. A
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nod of the head, or some such other sign told the man behind
the curtained window that the one who approached the door
was to be let in or barred out. The door opened into a long
narrow hallway, just wide enough for one person, and ended in
a sizeable room, well supplied with tables. Sonie were waist
high for standing, others were surrounded by conventional
chairs. Even from the outside you could hear the click of the
dominoes. 55
The gambling dens were also described by Filipinos when
they would write to their friends and relatives in the Philippines. One example was in the Philippine Free Press:

There were many. gambling houses, mostly managed and controlled by Chinese. They are popularly known as "sikoyssikoys." The Filipinos who are usually there are called "sikoysikoy boys. " In Stockton there is one gambling house managed
and controlled by white men. It is for Filipinos. It is one mile
south from the heart of the city. Anyone who wants to go
there gets a free ride back and forth. These hired automobiles
are owned by Filipinos. 5 6
There were various games that the gamblers played. Included
were Blackjack, Bingo, Pi Q (in which big dominoes are u sed
and is played like poker), and Sikoy-Sikoy. Sikoy-Sikoy is
played by the dealer putting a handful of beans under a lid,
scraping the ones that didn't get covered out of the way. The
gambler would bet so much money on a number from one to
four. The dealer uncovers the beans, takes a stick and counts
them out by fours. The left-over beans, be they one, two,
three, or four determine if he won or lost . 57
In the 1930's roulette wheels were introduced to Stockton.
There was one in a hall on the west side of El Dorado between
Market and Washington that was run by Wong Quen who also
owned the Lincoln Hotel. This place was strictly gambling. 58
The Filipinos .and Japanses could never beat the Chinese at
gambling - the Chinese were skilled. This often led the Filipinos to call in the police contending they were getting rooked
and then all sorts of hassles would break out. 5 9
As early as 1924 there was a "race riot" reported between
the Filipinos and Chinese. It started in a gambling place. It's
worth quoting the newspaper's account of this for the description is one of violence breeding violence, with the police and
their clubs and shotguns, and the minorities engaged in a
" small war :"
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WILD RACE RIOT THREATENS HAVOC IN CHINATOWN
In a battle which assumed almost the proportions of a small
war, about 200 Filipinos and Chinamen battled last night in a
place at 102 East Washington Street. The fight was· precipitated when, according to the police, two Filipinos attempted
to rob Ah Lee, 40, and Lim Way, 60, in a rear room of the
place. The end did not come until a squad of officers battered
their way into the premises and quelled the riot with clubs and
the threat of shotguns. Squads of police patroled (sic) Chinatown with shotguns all night searching out small parties of
Chinamen and Filipinos who were waiting in dark places for
each other.
The place where the fight started has been conducted as a
gambling joint in the past and is thought to still be used for
this purpose. 60
The three Filipinos were booked at the county jail that
night. In the paper the very next day it was reported that the
trio was sent to jail for five days. They had pleaded "not
guilty" but when they appeared before the judge in the police
court they were found guilty as charged. 61
Mr. Candelario felt the gambling was an exploitation of his
people. He carrie to Stockton because he felt someone had to
stir up the interest of the Filipinos and protect them from ·
these vices. He settled in an apartment and ran the Luzon Restaurant on Lafayette Stre,e t. 62 When Carlos Bulosan just arrived
in the United States, Mr. Candelario took him to his restaurant,
fed him, and explained everything to him. He told Carlos that
the Chinese syndicates, the gambling lords, were sucking the
blood of their people. He said that the pinoys worked hard
every day in the fields but their money ended in the Chinese
vaults. " . . . And what do the Chinese do? Nothing! I se·e
them only at night in their filthy gambling dens waiting for the
Filipinos to throw their hard-earned money on the tables."
Carlos was hungry and perplexed. Mr. Candelario summed it
up like this:
Stay away from Stockton, stay away from the Chinese
gambling houses, and the dance halls and the whorehouses
operated by Americans. Don't come back to this corrupt
town until you are ready to fight for our people. 63
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Valley of Heart's Delight
by Sal Nato
"Prune Heaven," an article by Rudy Calles, ("The Pacific Historian," Spring,
1979} brought back vivid memories of similar "prune-picking days" with my family
in the Santa Clara Valley in the early 1940's. Though of I talian-American descent,
we picked prunes (apricots and walnuts too} for a number of years, often alongside
Mexican-American families in the orchards. The time was almost twenty years after
the Calles family came to the same valley, but the conditions hadn't changed much.
We shared the same problems and frustrations facing the familieis with whom we
worked. And it was hard work with little pay.
Much later, I based the following short story on my first-hand experiences in the
fields and orchards. The pages had been lying dormant for seven or eight years, and
I decided to "unearth" them, since the narrative seemed to be timely (as a fictional
dramatization} in light of Calles's article and recent book, The Migrant Worker's
Dilemma_

The August sun beats down relentlessly for days during the
harvest of the vast prune orchards that spread across parts of
the Santa Clara Valley. Indeed, it has been that way ever since
the young trees that Louis Pellier brought from France in 1856
first began to bear fruit . And today was like any other day
within the orchards of summers past - with heat waves quivering between the trees and ripened fruit hanging in clusters
along the limbs, ready to fall to the ground.
Manuel Gutierrez leaned against a stack of sixty pound lugs
that were lined along a row of trees. There were do zens of the
dull grey boxes full of prunes that his wife, Olivia, and their
four children had picked during the morning. Manuel dropped
the long hooked pole he had used to shake the trees, then swept
the perspiration from his brow. He looked up and squinted at
the sun for a moment, then looked at his watch. It was five
minutes past noon.
"Olivia!" he called out. "Put the buckets down and bring
the children! It is time to eat!"
Beneath the shade of a tree, Manuel's family turned several
boxes upside down - the undersides serving as a surface on
which Mrs. Gutierrez soon had lunch spread.
Armando, the eldest of the children, was a boy of seventeen
with thick black hair that hung loosely about his eyes. He sat
with legs crossed on the ground and looked despairingly down
the rows of trees. Brushing his hair aside, he took a quick bite
from a tortilla, which as wrapped 's ecurely around a filling of
rice and beans. Then he washed it down with a swallow of luke
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The author'sfather and mother, Joseph and Frances Noto, in front of
their "Model T" Ford truck in 1943. On the E. T. Mather Ranch,
corner of McKee Road and Jackson Ave. in San Jose, Santa Clara
County, California.
warm water from a gallon jug. He grimaced and spat some of
the water out as he put the jug aside.
"Pa," he said. "When are we going to get out of this? Every
year you say this will be the last year, but every year it's the
same."
Manuel turned and looked at his son, then slowly mopped
the perspiration from his brow with his sleeve.
"Armando," he said, "it is not as bad as you say . I know it
is hard 'Work, but it is something for now. And besides, somebody must do it."
Armando looked aside and shook his head in agitation. " And
so it must be us! We 've got to stoop on the ground and break
our backs in the sun and do all the crap! And for what!!!!"
The three younger children continued to sit in silence, but
with solemn faces turned and looked at their father .
Manuel's eyes met his wife's as she passed him the gallon of
water. And her eyes spoke to him with a calmness and quiet
restraint. He scraped at the soil for a moment, then looked at
his son.
"Armando, it is true. We work hard, but things will get
better. We mu st be patient and not expect miracles overnight.
Maybe next year I will get the job at the mill in Santa Clara.
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We have not spent much time here, and maybe later things will
be different. Then I will make enough so your mother will not
have to work like this."
"Pa, I don't know. It doesn't seem right. I see all of us
working like this - my mother on her hands and knees in the
dirt when she should be in her own house."
Manuel looked at his wife and thought about what his son
had said . "Armando," he said, "I am a man with little school.
But I know that for you and your borther and sisters - well,
things will get better. You must make sacrifices - work hard
at what you are doing for the moment. And do not let your
anger make you forget you are a man."
Armando looked at the ground. He picked up a small clod
of dirt and threw it against the trunk of the nearest tree. The
clod splattered. He threw another. "Pa," he said. "It's no
good . We work like animals in the fields, and we have nothing
to show for it. Nothing will change."
Manuel playfully slapped his son on the arm . "Armando,
you are still a young man . You have much strength in your
body . And you have a good brain. That is good, for you will
need them. I am getting old, but I have given my promise to
this rancher that we would pick his fruit. He has been good to
u s. And someday, Armando, we will maybe have a place like
this ."
The boy turned to the ground, but said nothing.
His father picked up a prune from the ground and held it
carefully before him in his fingers . "Many years ago, Armando,
a man from another country brought the first trees that give us
this fru it . Before he came, there was no fruit in the valley. It
was not easy, but he took care of the trees and they grew well.
He dried the fruit in the sun as they did in the old country. He
planted the seed that made the valley well know because of the
prunes. Then, other men came and saw a good thing, and they
too planted trees. These men had the patience that you must
have."
"But Pa!" Armando broke in . "The things you talk of
happened many years ago! We are poor and have no money
for our own place!"
Manuel nodded his head.
"Yes, Armando, that is true.
But you see, we are not as poor as we were five years ago - and
besides, we always have each other." He patted his wife's hand
and brought his youngest daughter close to him.
"Come," he said. "Finish your food. There is work to do .
Tonight we will talk more of this thing."
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A "lighter moment" during prune-picking days on the Mather Ranch
in 1943. The author (in the middle) and his two sisters, Pauline on the
left, and Angie on the right.
Later that evening, at their campsite along the banks of a
broad, graveled wash, the Gutierrez family sat huddled around
a small fire. They were silent as they finished their meal of rice
mixed with bits of pork, some beans, and thick green chile.
Manuel said nothing about the earlier conversation. He cradled
a cup of coffee in his hands, blowing softly at it, sipping now
and then. Armando remained sullen. He did not think it wise
to initiate the matter again, since he kn.ew it would probably
upset his mother.
He finished eating, cleaned his plate, and then spread a blanket beneath a young oak tree nearby. He lay on his back, hands
folded behind his head like a pillow, and stared into the night.
He looked through the branches of the tree, barely silhouetted
against the sky. He closed his eyes. The day had been lol)g and
tiring, and his body ached with it. It seemed to him that from
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the time he had been strong enough to lift a bucket or carry a
box, his life had been a repetition of moving from one crop to
another during the growing season . He lay there for what seemed hours with a languor that would not leave his body . And
then the thought occurred to him that morning would soon
arrive and he would be on his hands and knees - filling the
buckets over and over again. He knew it wasn't the hard work
that bothered him. He could tolerate that. In fact, he prided
himself on his ability to labor incessantly under the hot sun.
That much he could take. But what seemed so futile was the
fact that the rewards for such labor were so small - even with
an entire family working. They barely made enough to subsist.
They had nothing to show for their efforts except a make-shift
hovel in Blythe, many miles away, and an old paneled truck
that served as their home when on the road.
About a year before, he had given thought to leaving his
family - to do other work - to make it on his own . But he
was told that he would find nothing except disappointment.
Nobody · would hire a young Mexican boy who had no special
skills to offer. His parents told him that employers wanted
people with experience. What puzzled Armando was how anybody could gain experience if nobody was willing to take on a
newcomer. It all seemed like a foolish and vicious dilemma to
him. But the fact that he was older now gave him confidence
that things might be different.
·
Armando sat up and looked at his mother and father, still
huddled together in front of the fire . He arose and slowly made
his way to them, then stood in silence for a few moments.
"Pa," he said, "there is something I must say ." He paused a
moment, then continued. "I must leave in the morning."
Manuel turned to his son without any apparant look of surprise upon his face .
"Armando, I know this has been on your mind. That is why
I have said nothing. Also, I did not want to upset your mother."
"Nor I," said the boy .
"But Armando," ,his mother pleaded. "What are you going
to do? Where will you go? And how will we know where you
are?"
Armando looked to the ground. "Ma, I don't know. I have
to go . Maybe t9 Salinas. But it is something I must do ."
His parents turned and looked into the fire . Sadness and
pain were in their eyes.
"Come," his father said. "At lease sit with us for now. We
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have been through this before. If you must go, what more
can I say?"
Early the next morning, Armando was up before the rest of
the family. He had slept very little, and he looked tired and distraught. His mother was up soon after she heard him breaking
wood for the fire. She looked drawn, but solemnly busied herself by preparing breakfast. Then she packed some generous
provisions for her son.
The family said very little as they drove Armando down the
country road to the main highway that ran north and south.
"You will know where to find us when you need us," were
his mother's last words as the family drove off to the orchards.
The boy felt a dull hollowness inside as he watched the paneled truck cough and sputter down the road, then disappear
around a bend in the distance. He stood there alone, a small,
weathered suitcase at his feet, while the traffic on the highway
whizzed and passed him by.
After an hour or so, he managed to hitch a ride with a migrant family heading south. They soon left the valley and crossed over a low range of brown hills, studded with oak and
patches of manzanita. Here and there were groves of eucalyptus trees. Then a dark range of mountains could be seen to the
southwest, and they entered a broad, cultivated flatland -the
fertile Salinas Valley.
Armando was no stranger here, but the land seemed much
bigger to the boy now. Three years earlier he had picked
onions in the valley with his family. But of that he wanted
no more.
Everywhere there were long straight rows of lettuce. There
were rows of bush beans and patches of cauliflower and onions,
and great fields of artichokes. There were vast green fields of
sugar beets, and in some places there were huge plots of land,
lying fallow. The land was big and sprawling, with the sun
blazing down hot and uncompromising. He saw the people the workers - bent over in the fields - men, women, and
children, like little splotches of grey doubled over into the
soil, picking and cutting and hoeing. And it was here that
A:.;:mando left the family and began on his own.
The heat was stifling as the boy walked along the main
street of the town. He turned off into a side street near the
packing houses and loading yards. Wedged between dingy
hotels of two and three stories were little cantinas with signs
in the windows. They advertised beer and inexpensive Mexi-
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can meals. He was amazed at the number of transients, mostly
older men grouped in twos and threes, standing on the street
comers, talking and smoking cigarettes. ' They were farm workers like himself. But because they were older, they were
darker and much more bronzed from the sun, and had rough,
gnarled hands that gave evidence of their years in the fields .
Once, he stopped and asked one of the men where he might
find work - then was sorry he had asked before the question
was finished. He knew what the answer would be.
"Oh, there is plenty of work," the man said. "Just stand in
the lines every morning at the farm labor office. They will
give you work."
A week passed. Armando found himself doing nothing more
than walking the streets, scanning, the newspapers for work, and
spending lonely evenings in the lobby of a third-rate hotel. He
had never seen the inside of such a place before and wondered
if all hotels were like the one he now occupied. His room was
dark and narrow, with a ceiling that seemed much too high. A
small window with a worn shade was at the end of the room.
The walls were covered with faded wallpaper. Two small beds,
more like cots, with sunken mattresses were against one wall.
A large chest of drawers, with a mirror that leaned forward,
was against the opposite wall. One chair stood in a corner;
next to it was a small, stained sink with a tap that dripped
slowly.
He was forced to share the room with an old, hollow-faced
Mexican in order to lessen his expenses. The old man, he learned, was past seventy and unable to work anymore because of an
injury he had suffered while working in a cannery. He spent
most of his idle hours in a nearby park, sitting and talking with
old-timers like himself.
The old man, whose name was Ignacio, told the boy that at
times there · were jobs available in the packing houses paying
good wages. Armando immediately went to the offices of these
places only to learn they had enough help or wanted someone
older. Once, a superintendent, a tall, square-jawed man with
silver hair, told the boy that work could only be found in the
fields; that the "good" jobs were always taken by local people.
He learned that the jobs available from the newspaper ads
were of a menial level. He did not want to take heed of what
the man on the street had said - to stand in the lines with the
other men at the farm labor office. To do this meant a step
backwards. But he had very little money, and did not like to
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think that if all else failed, h e might have to fall back on the
only work that he know.
He soon learned that looking for a job was the loneliest
thing he had every experienced. Before long, he found himself back in the fields, this time snipping lettuce along the
long rows for nine and ten hours a day. It was backbreaking
work as he bent down between the rows, felling and selecting
only those heads that were solid and mature; then shearing the
head cleanly at the base with a quick movement of his knife.
He thought constantly about the end of the workday - when
he could at least seek the refuge of his room, stark as it was.
At first, he resented the thought of sharing a room with an
old man past seventy -- especially one who sometimes coughed
during the night. But gradually, even the coughing ceased to
bother the boy, as he found little trouble finding sleep after a
hard day's work in the fields. Also, a bond began to develop
between them , Ignacio looking forward to the boy's arrival
in the evenings. They soon began seeking out the little back
street cafes where they shared talk over simple meals in the evenings. Afterwards, they sometimes walked in the park, the old
man hobbling along with a pronounced stiffness in his leg. The
old Mexican would talk with bittersweet memories of the
people and places and privations he had known. He described,
for instance, how many years before he too had set out on his
own - working in the fields throughout the southwest and
California, and at times up into Oregon and Washington.
"But what of your family? " Armando asked the old man
one evening. They were sitting at the edge of a pond in the
park, watching a small flock of ducks drifting about. Even now
there were a few stray sprig and mallards that had alighted from
the skies on their flight from the north .
"Ah - my family," the old man said. " Never did I have a
family of my own. Many times I thought it 'w as the one thing
that would tie me to life. " he reflected on what he had said,
and then added, "But somehow I go along."
"But is that enough?" the boy asked with some perplexity.
Ignacio reached into his coat pocket, brought out a handful
of bread crumbs, and scattered some to a few ducks nearby.
"What more could I do?" the old man responded . "Yes, I
have got along. But truly, there could have been more."
"What do you mean?"
"Armando, as you know, I have always worked in the field s
- in the orch'ards. It is all I have known."
"But did you every have your own place?''
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Ignacio tossed the remammg crumbs to the ducks, then
looked out across the water. "There was a time when I almost
had a place of my own. But maybe I did not work hard enough
to get it. Or maybe I 'did not want it at the time. Anyway,
it passed me by."
Armando thought about what the old man had said, then
asked, "But how could you go on like this?" .
"Well, what is one to do?" the old man replied. "And are
you not doing the same?"
The boy saw the truth in the words of the old man.
"Maybe you are right," . he said. "But it will only be for
now."
The old man gave a half laugh, then patted the boy on the
shoulder. "Armando, I have heard many men say the same
thing. Even myself. But a time comes when you sometimes
forget this -little by little. Then, after awhile, you don't want
to think about it anymore. You become as dead as the leaves
in winter. But somehow you move."
.
A deep sense of sadness and emptiness descended upon the
boy. It pervaded his thoughts and remained with him for the
rest of the evening. Still later, when they had gone to bed,
the old man's coughing kept him awake most of the night.
A week passed, and the October chill began to set in. The
days began to grow shorter, and an occasional blanket of fog
drifted in fro in the Pacific, settling over the valley. The fields
were wet in the morning, and Armando was kept busy trying
to keep dry as best as he could. He was waist deep in broccoli.
His rubber boots were caked with mud as he 'searched for and
cut the tender shoots from their stalks in the tangle of deep
green leaves. By mid-morning he was wet to the skin.
There were fewer men in the fields now. Some of those
who remained began talking of making the move to the south,
and the boy listened. He heard rumors of a grower in the San
Joaquin Valley paying high wages; or of another grower further
south offering still more. The men were whimsical and seemed
consumed with the thought of gravitating to wherever the most
money could be found. Yet, the wages were still very little. A
pittance. They spent little time in their rooms, standing idly
about in the evenings in front of the cafes. Even on their days
off, which were infrequent, they loitered outside with expressionless faces . The boy saw that these homeless and shiftless
men had even less to show for their work than his family. He
saw their life as a tedium of routine tasks at hard labor, which
led to nothing. And the pity of the matter was that seeingly,
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there was very little that could be done about it. All this simply
added to his growing feeling of an oppressive and dull existence.
One evening, shortly after supper in one of the cafes nearby,
the old man complained of a slight pain in his shoulder, and
then in his side. But it soon passed. The two friends then
tossed the matter aside, and later laughed and sang with others
in a cantina near the hotel. Still later, when they had retired to
their room, Ignacio sighed with a kind of tired relief as he pulled the blankets up over his chest. Armando slept soundly that
night. But in the morning he saw that the old man had a
strange yellow hue over his face. His eyes were fully open, as
though staring at the ceiling. There was a dull glaze upon them.
He was very still. When Armando touched the old man's forhead, it was cold, and the boy knew his friend was gone.
After the death of the old man, Armando lingered along the
streets as though in a stupor. Painful memories emerged as he
found himself frequenting the places they had known and shared . It was the first time he had experienced the loss of someone
close. For many days he did nothing. He felt numb - devoid
of energy, depressed, and lacked any sense of direction. V aguely, he knew that it would be better if he ceased looking back,
dwelling upon his relationship with the old man. But something
beyond his comprehension compelled him to look back - to
fix the memories firmly within his mind. At times he made
efforts to forget - to lose himself at work in the fields. But
his distaste for what he was doing became more than he could
tolerate.
Then one day, when he knew it was impossible to remain
any longer, he took to the road that led south. At first, he gave
little thought to where he was going. The place did not seem
important. Yet, he knew he had to move. His family could be
found. And he felt that to see them for the moment was the
thing he must do. But he also knew he would never bend down
in the fields again on another man's land. Of that much he was
certain.
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California's Contribution to Bilingual Education

LAU vs. NICHOLS
by Estelle Pau-on Lau

In the wake of the 1974 decision handed down by the Supreme
Court in Lao vs. Nichols, there has been a burgeoning of training
programs, workshops, conferences, and graduate programs in
bilingual bicultural education. In examining some of the sources of
these developments six years after Lao, this paper attempts to put
theory and practice into some kind of historical, cultural and educational perspective. With this aim in mind, the writer will examine: 1)
factors underlying the need for bilingual bicultural education; 2)
historical factors leading to Lao, and 3) some judicial and legislative
bases for bilingual bicultural education.
The Lao vs. Nichols Supreme Court case was a culminating point in
a chain of events emerging from social, economic, and cultural forces
at play even before Brown vs. School Board of Topeka of 1954. And
there seems to be a direct connection between the 1974 Lao decision
and heightened tension emerging from conditions such as:
overcrowding, limited upward mobility associated with the educationally disadvantaged, inadequate cross-cultural understanding, and
economic deprivation associated . with ghetto conditions. If nonEnglish-speaking groups such as the Chinese in San Francisco were to
enjoy equal educational opportunities in American society, it seem
evident that the question of English language acquisition had to be
surmounted.
The position taken by the plaintiff in the Lao case was that in order
for non-English-s peaking Chinese to have opportunities for
educational experience and training equal to that of the majority
group, the school system must provide special language instruction for
non-English speakers. In short, it is the responsibility of the school
district to provide equal educational opportunities to its clients .
This position had been spelled out in a memorandum issued in 1970
by J. Stanley Pottinger, Director of the Office of Civil Rights. The
view expressed in the memorandum was that school districts have an
obligation to provide equal educational opportunities for all children
- non-English-speaking as well as English-speaking . Based on the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the memorandum stated:
... school districts should create a culturally relevant educational approach to assure
equal access of all children to its full benefits. The burden, according to this philosophy,
should be on the school to adapt its educational aproach so that the culture, language
and learning style of all children in the school (not just those of Anglo, middle class
background) are accepted and valued. Children should not be penalized for cultural and
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linguistic deficiencies, nor should they bear a burden to conform to a school sanctioned
by abandoning their own .

Lao vs. Nichols was a case in which Legal Services attorneys filed a
suit on behalf of 13 non-English-speaking Chinese against the San
Francisco Unified School District. The case was filed as a class action
suit on behalf of 1,800 Chinese-speaking students . 2 The suit stated
that the Chinese students were being denied special language instruction. The attorneys for the plaintiff argued that the children had a
constitutional right to special instruction. This position was denied by
both the federal district court and the appellate court. But when the
case was heard before the Supreme Court, the Department of Justice
entered the case and argued the position that the San Francisco
Unified School District (SFUSD) was in violation of the Pottenger
memorandum .
When the Lau case came before the United States District Court,
that court took the position that the Chinese did indeed have equal
educational opportunities in that they : "received the same education
made available on the same terms and conditions to the other tens of
thousands of students in the San Francisco School District. " 3 Thus,
access to the same educational system provided others constituted the
children's right to an education. This is generally in keeping with the
Brown decision of 1954 - students must have equal access to an
education. But Lau went beyond Brown. According to Lau, providing
the same facilities is not adequate. Equal access does not constitute
equal education.
The case then went to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals; and the
appellate court also ruled in favor of the school district. The Court
supported the school district's position that its obligation to nonEnglish-speaking students ". . . extends no further than to provide
them with the same facilities, textbooks, teachers, and curriculum as is
provided to other children in the district. " 4 The position of the appellate court was that:
Every student brings to the starting line of his education career different advantages and
disadvantages caused in part by social, economic and cultural background, created and
contributed completely apart from any contribution by the school system. That some of
these may be impediments which can be overcome does not amount to a 'denial' by the
school district of educational opportunities .. . should the district fail to give them
special education .5

The plaintiff then petitioned the United States Supreme Court; on
June 12, 1973, the United States Supreme Court granted the petition
to hear the case; and oral argument was heard on December 10, 1974.
Amicus Curiae briefs were filed by the United States Government, the
National Education Association, the Harvard University Center for
Law and Education, the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights under
Law, the Mexican-American Legal Defense, and Education Fund and
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the Puerto Rican Legal Defense, and Education Fund. 6
On January 21, 1974 a unanimous decision reversing the appellate
court opinion was delivered by the United States Supreme Court. The
decision was premised on the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Based on that
Act, the Supreme Court ruled that each individual must have "a
meaningful opportunity to participate in the education program. " 7
The decision expanded on the definition of equality and went beyond
Brown by stating that :
There is no equality of treatment merely by providing students with the same facilities, textbooks, teachers, and curriculum; for students who do not understand English
are effectively fore-closed from any meaningful education.'

The Court's position on language is set forth in its statement that:
"We know that those who do not understand English are certain to
find their classroom experience wholly incomprehensible and in no
way meaningful. " 9 Thus, the Supreme Court ruled that failure to
provide instruction in the dominant language of the student constitutes a violation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Historically, language has been a social and economic impediment
for Chinese immigrants in the United States. The language barrier was
exacerbated by the practice of segregation by job category. When
Chinese came to California in increasingly significant numbers beginning in the 1840's, they became workers in the gold and silver mines;
builders of railroads, levees and canals, and workers in agriculture
and domestic service. For the Chinese immigrants, segregated by job,
economically dependent upon Chinese compradores, (the go-between
for the Chinese coolie and the American employer), socially selfreliant, English language acquisition was for the most part nonexistent - nominal for many and a reality for the few . 10
Economically dependent, ethnically isolated, the Chinese tended to
congregate in enclaves insulated by language barriers. Although
attempts were made from time to time by missionary groups to
provide education in the English language, there seemed to be no
urgency along these lines as long as the Chinese were mostly
immigrant men without families . 11 They has come alone, leaving their
families behind. They had been recruited with an eye toward having
them work in the United States on a limited, temporary basis. As
"sojourners," their language needs were regarded by the host society
as being of little importance. Without children and family, living
outside the mainstream of American society, the question of English
language instruction for the Chinese seemed superfluous in the eyes of
any segment of American society which contemplated the idea at all.
A notable exception to this stance was that of the missionary who had
religious conversion as a priority with English language acquisition as
a means toward that end . 12
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American immigration policies vis a vis the Chinese was spasmodic.
In 1882, immigrants of Chinese ancestry were excluded by federal
legislation. Then, in 1943, it became legal for Chinese to enter the
United States on a quota basis of 105 each year. Meanwhile, from
1962 to 1965, 15,000 Chinese were admitted to the United States. This
group consisted mostly of refugees and immediate relatives of Chinses
Americans. On October 3, 1965, the national origins quota system was
abolished; and this event made the entry of Chinese into the United
States in significant numbers legal for the first time since 1882.13
After 1882, American citizenship had special appeal to the Chinese
" sojourner" who now faced the reality of exclusion. Should he decide
to return to China for a visit, his chances for re-entering the United
States were grim, if not automatically foreclosed. Church groups took
an active interest in ~eaching English to the Chinese so that they might
quality for citizenship - presumably at some future time. 14
From 1965 on, between 1,500 to 2,000 Chinese immigrants including school age children, settled in San Francisco each year. 15 Given the
array of policies including the exclusion in 1882, admittance of chinese
at the rate of 105 each year beginning in 1943, and of 15,000 Chinese
between 1962 and 1965 and finally the abolition of the national origins
quota system in 1965, the total number of Chinese settling in San
Francisco increased significantly and steadily. At this point, the question of English language acquisition assumed new importance. For
students who cannot comprehend the language of classroom instruction ". . . are effe ctively for eclosed from any meaningful
education. " 16
Yet, in 1969, a San Francisco Unified School District statement
acknowledged that:
When these (Chinese-speaking youngsters) are placed in grade levels according to
their age and are expected to compete with their English speaking peers, they are
frustrat ed by their inability to understand the regular work ... For Cthese) children, the
lack of English means poor performance in school. The secondary student is almost
inevitably doomed to be a dropout and another unemployable in the ghetto."

During the hearing of Lau vs. Nichols the San Francisco Unified
School District (SFUSD) indicated that :
1. there were 2,856 Chinese-speaking students in the District in
need of special English instruction.
2. 1, 790 of these children received no special language instruction.
3. of the 1,066 Chinese-speaking students receiving special help,
about ¥3 received this help on a "pull out" fifty minutes-a-day basis.
4. only 260 of the 1,066 Chinese-speaking students receiving special
English instruction were taught by bilingual Chinese-speaking
teachers. 18
It appears then, that most of the Chinese-speaking students were
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placed in regular classes conducted in English . Given the language
barrier inherent in the situation, as well as the segregated existence in
the San Francisco Chinatown, it is noteworthy that more Chinese,
native and foreign-born alike, and from grade school to university
level did not have a severe language handicap. In this connection, it is
perhaps significant that seven of the thirteen named plaintiffs in the
Lau vs. Nichols case are American-born Chinese. 19
Bilingual education has a record of educating nine million persons
in the United States in both English and German prior to 1910~ About
that time, however, as a result of heightened apprehensions toward
the foreigner and his language, many states passed laws prohibiting
the use of any language but English for classroom instruction. This
meshed well with and presaged the Americanization movement of the
1920's, when such concerns as "English only" public school
instruction reached a high point. 21
More recently, there has been a resurgence of interest in and revitalized implementation of bilingualism . In 1960, for example, the New
York City public school system established a bilingual program for
Cuban immigrants. 22
The concept and practice of bilingual education is premised on the
principle that equal educational opportunity is a civil right. According
to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, equal educational opportunity is a
constitutional right of each individual in American society . Title VI
provides that "No person shall . .. on account of race, color, or
national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity
receiving Federal financial assistance . " 23 In 1968, the link between
civil rights and English language acquisition was forged in the form of
Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).
Through Title VII, $360 million was made available for the ensuing
five yearsY Eligibility for these funds was predicated on the
elimination of ''English-only'' laws and the establishment of stateinstituted bilingual programs. At the same time the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 was amended to permit the
establishment of "pilot projects" to help economically deprived
children who were "educationally disadvantaged because of their
inability to speak English," and whose parents were on welfare or
earning less than $3,000 a year. This amendment is also known as the
Bilingual Education Act of 1968 .25 In 1974, bilingual education was
expanded by the new Bilingual Education Act - Section 105 of the
Education Amendments of 1974. Henceforth bilingual education
would no longer be for poor children only. All limited-English
speakers now qualify. And biculturalism was added as an important
0
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component. 26 This was signed into law by President Ford on August
21. The 95th Congress passed the Education Amendments of 1978
which contains Title VII, the Bilingual Education Act as amended.
This act was signed into law by President Carter November 1, 1978.27
In view of the fact that there was, on the eve of Lao vs. Nichols, an
estimated five million limited or non-English-speakers in the United
States in need of special language programs, it is understandable that
school districts all over the United States watched with interest and
concern the outcome of the Lao vs. Nichols case as well as San
Francisco's compliance with the final decision .28 According to the
1973 Annual Report on Immigration, there were 4.5 million Spanishspeaking children under twenty years who speak Spanish at home,
259,830 Asian children who speak little or no English and 56,493
Native American children who speak a Native American language as a
first language. 29 According to the May 27, 1974 San Francisco
Examiner, federal researchers noted "that bilingual bicultural
program administrators in Philadelphia and on the Navajo Indian
reservation in Arizona were watching as to whether San Francisco
commits itself to a strong bilingual bicultural approach or simply
expands its English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction. " 30
Clearly, even though the Lao decision specifically addressed limited
and non-English-speakers of Chinese descent, " . .. it was understood
that the decision included all children whose first language was one
other than English . " 31 The Examiner went on to state that " ... the
decision (was) expected to have its most striking effects outside San
Francisco in school systems where students speak only Spanish. " 32
Court decisions since Lau support bilingual education as a means of
counteracting disadvantages held by non-English-speaking pupils . In
Serna vs. Portales, New Mexico School District, heard in the Tenth
Circuit court on July 19, 1974, the United States Circuit Court of
Appeals stated that bilingual education is the only appropriate remedy
under the Lao decision. Serna ordered the expansion of bilingual,
bicultural education as the most effective means to meet the needs of
Spanish speaking children. 33 In Asp ira vs. Board of Education of the
City of New York, the federal district court employed the Lao
decision to sanction the implementation of a bilingual bicultural
education program . This affected approximately 200,000 Spanishspeaking Puerto Rican children in New York City. 34
In Keyes vs. Denver Unified School District, the federal court
handed down the opinion that bilingual bicultural education is
required by Lao. The opinion states that:
(it is) ineffective to require non-English -speaking children to learn a language with
which they are unfamiliar, and at the same time acquire normal basic learning skills
which are taught through the medium of that unfamiliar language. 35
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In addition to court interpretations of Lau, in the past ten years,
nineteen states have adopted legislative or executive provisions for
bilingual education. 36
In California, the Lau decision has become a basis for more and
stronger legislation for bilingual education . In 1974, almost immediately after the Lau decision was handed down, Wilson Riles, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction in testimony before the General
Education Subcommittee of the United States House of Representatives stated that bilingual programs were "a legal right" for nonEnglish-speaking children. 37
The California legislature has taken the position that bilingual
education is the only remedy for overcoming the language problems of
non-English-speaking children in the schools. However, even before
Lau, the legislature, by passing the Bilingual Education Act of 1972,
made explicit its stand:
Inability to speak, read and comprehend English presents a formidable obstacle to
classroom learning and participation which can be removed only by instruction and a
training in the pupils' dominant language .... The legislature further recognizes that
high quality bilingual programs in the public schools would allow the acquisition by
students of educational concepts and skills needed to improve the development of
human resources in this state ...
The primary goals of such (bilingual) programs shall be to develop competence in two
languages for all participating pupils, to provide positive reinforcement of the selfimage of participating children and to develop intergroup and intercultural awareness
among pupils, parents and staff in participating school districts. 38

Again, before Lau, the State Legislature mandated the Commission
for Teach Preparation and Licensing to set up guidelines for the certification of personnel teaching in bilingual classes. On May 9, 1973,
the Commission issued the "Bilingual/Cross-Cultural Specialist
Guidelines." This was to assist educational instructions to develope
programs for training bilingual bicultural specialists. 39
However, in 1976, by passing a major piece of legislation, the
Chacon-Moscone Bilingual Bicultural Education Act, California
became one of the first states to comply with Lau vs. Nichols. In
Chacon-Moscone the State Legislature voted to appropriate $3.8
million for the implementation of bilingual bicultural education .
Chacon-Moscone requires all "California school districts to offer
bilingual learning opportunities to each limited-English-speaking
pupil enrolled in the public schools, and to provide adequate supplemental financial support to achieve such purpose. " 40
In order to comply with Chacon-Moscone, all California public
schools, kindergarten through grade 12 are required to:
1. participate in an annual state census of limited and non-Englishspeaking students (LES and NES)
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2. assess achievement in basic skills of each identified LES and
NES student on a yearly basis
3. provide a bilingual individual learning program for each identified LES and NES student - identified by individual student evaluation and parent consultation
4. establish a school level advisory committee where there are more
than 20 LES students in a school. 41
The example of California indicates a thrust in bilingual education
which surpasses any attempts in this field ever undertaken in United
States history. Prognostications that individuals of Spanish-speaking
background will constitute the largest minority group in American
society in the 1980's underscores the significance ofLau vs. Nichols.
In any overview of a topic as complex as bilingual education, it is
encumbent upon the writer to at least acknowledge some of the
problems regarding this field. Thus, one might pose questions related
to: effective language assessment for accurate identification of
limited-English speakers; the perennial question of transitional versus
maintenance of the dominant language of the non-English and
limited-English speaker; the inadequate number of teachers who are
bilingually as well as pedagogically trained; incentives for inducing
more of our present and prospective teachers interested in becoming
qualified to teach in bilingual programs. Ways of resolving the everpresent question of teaching subject matter as well as two languages a mandate in the state of California - need to be devised with
imagination, originality, and commitment. Ways of incorporating
cultural dimensions in the curriculum to provide a meaningful
bicultural component that includes understanding via a study of
varying belief and value systems need to be developed. These and
similar problems must be worked out lest bilingual education becomes
what its critics describe it to be: as having little correspondence
between stated goals and expected, measurable outcomes; and fraught
with seemingly insoluable, practical problems related to program
implementation .
Given the extent of legislative, judiciary and executive support both
on the federal and state levels, it seemed likely that bilingual education
programs would continue to grow in size, and for a time at least, in
numbers. However, at least in California, recent developments with
serious implications for bilingual cross-cultural education have
emerged; namedly proposed legislation such as Proposition IX,
popularly known as Jarvis II; (and if passed, state revenues will be
drastically reduced) whose fate will be decided in the forthcoming
June 3 election; the possibility of seriuos modification of bilingual
cross-cultural legislation which, in turn, could make potentially strong
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programs merely adulterated ones.
Still, if the field of bilingual-biculturalism is to grow, theoreticians
and practitioners alike need the self-knowledge and self-confidence ...
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HELEN KELLER CAME
by lola S. Young
The year was 1914 and the place was the campus of the San
Jose Normal School during a quiet decade before the institution
had begun the climb to university status. Washington Square
was a tree-shaded park, providing space, not only for the old
Normal but also for San Jose High School and the Public Library.
The main building for the Normal School was the recently
completed two-story complex, containing a one-acre quadrangle
accented by the stately tower which faced the arcade and the
front gates. The temporary wooden shacks, weathered and picturesque with plantings of bamboo and boxed geraniums, were
still in use.
The Morris Elmer Dailey Auditorium was still only on the
drawing board but its future location was indicated by closed
arches in the corridor walls of the main building. The assembly
hall then in use had once been a gymnasium. The interior was
unadorned and empty, excepting for a high wooden platform at
one end, which was likewise bare of any drapery or decoration
and which was reached by open wooden stairs on each side at
the rear. During the daily assembly, the faculty members
climed these stairs and were seated in several rows of plain
wooden chairs, facing the assembled students.
Dr. Morris E. Dailey, the school's president, always sat in the
front row. He was large of frame and made an imposing figure
there. Dr. Dailey was beloved by the students for his unfailing
kindness and consideration. As for the other members of the
faculty, they may not all have held doctorates, but each one
was dedicated professionally and possessed an outstanding
personality. We were fortunate students.
Every year these fine teachers provided some noteworthy
event for the students. The year before, this "faculty treat"
had been the appearance of the Ben Greet Players from London
who presented "A Comedy of Errors" on an outdoor stage in
the quad. When it was announced early in 1914 that Miss
Helen Keller and her teacher and companion would appear
at our assembly in March, it seemed almost beyond belief.
There would be no vacant seats in assembly that morning.
In spring Santa Clara Valley was then a sea of blossoming
fruit trees - difficult to imagine now when looking out over
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San Jose Normal School- tower and part of quadrangle, 1914
roofs and paved streets. Some grower had been generous with
branches and sprays from his orchard for this significant occasion.
The chairs had been removed from the usually bare platform and
loving hands had transformed it into a bower of fragrant blooms.
Students and faculty members filled the assembly hall and
waited in quiet anticipation of the great moment when we
would see and hear Miss Helen Keller of whom we had heard
and read so much.
Mrs. Macy, dressed becomingly in black, was escorted to the
platform and introduced while Miss Keller remained in the reception office. Mrs. Macy, the former Anne Sullivan, told how
she came to the Keller home when Helen was six years and
eight months of age. The child had been only nineteen months
old when she was stricken by the illness that left her both deaf
and blind. Mrs. Macy went on to related incidents that occurred in the early days of Helen's training.
When Mrs. Macy arrived at the Keller home, Helen was
standin g in the doorway, seeming to know that someone was
coming, and was watching eagerly. She rushed to Mrs. Macy
and felt her dress, her face, her handbag. During these years,
Helen had learned to use a number of signs, to communicate
with her parents but she had had no training at all in sign
language. However as soon as she understood the relation
between the object and the word spelled on her fingers, she
learned rapidly. In little more than two weeks she had mastered eighteen nouns and three verbs. As soon as she realized
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that everything has a name, she was changed and became a
radiant child. Mrs. Macy always spelled whole sentences to
Helen whether she understood or not. Helen soon began to
use broken sentences herself. In six months she could read
stories in the Braille books.
As she advanced, Helen became determined to learn speech.
She felt people's lips while they were speaking. She moved her
own lips in imitation and tried every way. She put her hand on
Mrs. Macy's throat, in her mouth, and felt her tongue. She
tried the sounds over and over. When finally she learned to
speak, she said, "Now I am not dumb any more."
Helen Keller insisted on going to college. She passed the
entrance examinations to Radcliffe with Mrs. Macy not present. She studied German, Latin, literature, philosophy, and
history of economics. None of the books for these courses
had been written in Braille and a few were changed for her,
but all the rest were spelled into her hand. Mrs. Macy read with
her in the library, spelling out the words for her since there
were no reference books she could read for herself.
In closing her address, Mrs. Macy mentioned that Helen was
still handicapped as she could never go about by herself but
always must wait for another person.
Miss Keller was then escorted to the platform by Miss MacKenzie, one of the faculty. Against the background of blossoms
Miss Keller presented a charming picture. She wore a modish
suit of springtime green, with a matching hat. This was especially becoming with her blond hair, large gray eyes and flawless skin. Someone has written that Helen Keller lived in a deep
black hole of utter silence. Sadly true; but the students that
morning listened to an attractive young woman in her early
thirities, poised and radiant as she spoke to us.
For a few sentences, Miss Keller's speech was difficult to
understand. (Dr. Dailey's request for complete silence was a
wise precausion.) Although her voice had no inflection but
was mechanical and broken, we could soon follow with ease.
In her address, in reference to the importance that speech
and reading meant to her, Miss Keller said, "As I was blind,
now I see; as I was dumb, now I speak. I have found my soul.
I have found the law of God - a life for others is the only life
worth living. I now find life and beauty. I now know joy."
In closing sahe said, "I put my trust in God and his hand
shall uphold me and I shall pass on in safely."
After both addresses were finished, Mrs. Macy showed us
how Helen could read her spoken word. Miss Keller placed
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Mrs. Macy and Helen Keller (in front of assembly hall), 1914
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her thumb on the throat, her first finger on the lips, and her
second finger on the nose. In this way she repeated word
for word, whatever Mrs. Macy said. When asked how she
liked California, Miss Keller answered, "California is a fairy
land of good smells. My landscape is made up of good odors."
Another questioner asked if she could feel the applause and
she said, "Yes, with my feet."
When asked if she could remember anything before she lost
her sight, Miss Keller said that she remembered fretting and
crying because she could not get things from a high shelf.
While in Los Angeles, she had attended a concert given by a
great singer and that it felt different from anything she had
ever felt.
In conclusion, when sprays of the difference fruit blossoms
were presented to her, she smelled them and told the name of
each one. She was delighted when a beautiful bouquet of
cherry blossoms was given to her.
The students remained in their places while Miss Keller and
Mrs. Macy were escorted back to the reception office to wait
for the arrival of their taxicab. Then, loath to have this impressive experience come to an end, the several hundred students left
the hall and gathered on either side of the wide walkway that
led across the quad and stood quietly until the distinguished
guests had reached the gates and the waiting cab. It was literally a sea of girls that flowed through the gates and all but
surrounded the car, where Miss Keller and Mrs. Macy were being
settled in their seats. As the car began to move, Miss Keller
leaned from the window, and with a bright smile, waved to us
in farewell. In return, the girls waved back, handkerchiefs,
hands, and papers, forgetting for the moment, that she could
neither see nor hear their good-by gesture.
It was with varied emotions that the students walked back
through the corridors to resume the day's schedule. For an
interval, they had been a part, in a way, of this remarkable
young woman's incredible achievement, savoring both the
tragedy of her handicap and glory of her overcoming those
difficulties.
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Jacksonville, Oregon ca. 1856
from a daguerreotype, Peter Britt, photographer

COPING WITH ISOLATION
A Nineteenth Century Mining Town's Solution
by Jerilyn S. Mcintyre
From the time of America's earliest settlements and the beginning
of westward expansion, life on our nation's frontiers was characteristically a life of isolation . Especially in the vanguard of the movement
west, loneliness and accompanying feelings of estrangement from
civilization helped shape the society and the individual actions of
those who settled the frontier.
Physical isolation - actually living in areas separated from others,
and hampered by inadequate or unreliable transportation and com)llunication links outward - was the fundamental problem. Physical
isolation, however, had other ramifications, one of which was a kind
of psy(Ohological isolation among individuals whose contact with other
persOQ.'> was limited, and whose supply of information about other
commt.mities, or about homes and relatives in other states or territories, was restricted . One needs only to read the diaries and letters of
early settlers on the frontier to find abundant evidence of how much
those pioneers hungered for news of their former homes, of their
families, or of anything which would make them feel that they are still
part of a larger society . Loneliness and the monotony of life on the
frontier were compelling forces to those whose only hope of relief was
60

to open and maintain transportation and communication links.
How did Frontier communities cope with physical and
psychological isolation? To answer that question, this artical will
focus on one community - Jacksonville, Oregon, a mining town and
trade center which sprang into existence as the result of a gold rush in
the early 1850's. Although surrounded by other small settlements in
Oregon's Rogue River Valley, Jacksonville was none the less a town
forged in isolation .
The impact of its physical isolation was most obvious and most
immediate. Jacksonville was located in a woody, somewhat mountainous valley drained by a river system which was not adaptable to
use as a major water transportation route . This was ideal country in
which to look for gold, which helps account for the early gold rush to
this part of Oregon; at the same time, however, it was a region into
which access was extremely difficult. It was also an area in which agricultural resources were developed after the initial rush of settlement,
in a portion of the valley several miles south of Jacksonville . At first,
therefore, Jacksonville and its surrounding mining camps depended
on other regions for food, as well as for housekeeping supplies,
homebuilding tools and mining equipment - in short, for the staples
of existence. When the area's fragile transport links were cut, as they
were by the harsh winter in 1852, or when they were severely stained,
as they were by Indian wars from 1853 to 1856, isolation became a
condition which almost literally led to crises of survival.
There were, of course, obvious institutional solutions to problems
of physical separation from other areas, in the form of road-building
projects . Thus, several improvements were made in the local road
system during Jacksonville's early years . Commercial and military
needs brought completion of a road to the Southern Oregon coastal
town of Scottsburg in 1855 . In 1854, work began on the trail to Crescent City, a northern California port which by 1853 had become the
major supply center for Jacksonville and its surrounding settlements.
In addition to these major programs, there were several county road
projects throughout the same period . 2
Even so, there were limits to the efficiency of the area's transportation network. Roads surveyed and recommended according to established legal procedures were not always built, and even when they
were, they were not always passable. Trails might be abandoned
because they led through lands in which Indian attack was a constant
danger, but more often roads were impassable because of the weather.
Oregon's rains made travel difficult, especially in the winter, while in
Southern Oregon, snow often blocked passage over the mountain
portion of trails .
In other words, the road system which served the community of
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Jacksonville, despite numerous improvements made in the late 1840's
and early 1850's, was subject to impediment by a variety of oftenunexpected, usually uncontrollable conditions. The problematical
character of transportation translated as well into a problem of
communication which had a great impact on local information distribution. To solve that communication problem, the community was
forced to rely on individuals and agencies that were equipped for
assuring that information would be delivered over the region's roads
even under the worst of conditions.
As in other parts of the nation, among the first agents of communication in the valley, at least in an institutional sense, were postal riders
and the U .S. postal service itself, which had existed as a part of
Oregon's communication structure for several years . The value of
federal postal service was seen in terms of its governmental necessity, 4
but also in terms of its commercial importance:
What can businessmen do who rely on California for their supplies, with such uncertain
mail facilities? They are kept in ignorance about the state of the markets; the farm er can
find no market for his surplus products; one newspaper cannot be sustained in the
richest half of Oregon, from the fact that it is impossible to get news with which to fill
it, and make it of any .i nterest to the public: while the other portion of the Territory has
four papers which are favored with all the mail service that they require, with a corresponding commercial prosperity which has been facilitated by judicious mail
arrangements. 5

By the time the mining boom in Southern Oregon had brough
settlement to Jacksonville and vicinity, mail service was at least
nominally there, in the form of several designated overland and
steamship routes . 6 Unfortunately, as in the case of the road construction projects, existence of legal machinery for establishing and
operating a postal service did not assure its efficiency. Designated
routes often were not followed, either because contracts were not
let, or because some who held contracts were not diligent in living up
to them. Frustration in the valley over the inadequacy of mail service
lasted well into the decade of the 1850's, and was often expressed in
individual correspondence, or in newspaper commentaries. 7
The most notable so lution to the communication problems
developing out of the region's isolation therefore was provided by
agents of trade moving informally among settlers of the area, and by
settlers themselves, through interpersonal channels.
The agents of trade were primarily expressmen and packers, who
came to Jacksonville as part of the various mining camp practices and
traditions carried to the Rogue River Valley from California's mining
regions. 8 Several small companies and various individual expressment
served the mining areas of Northern California and Southen Oregon
during the early 1850's. In Jacksonville, as in other camps, there were
at first several small express operations, run by individuals who
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contracted to carry letters, magazines, small packages or other valuables from mining camps to the post offices at base towns. For larger
express companies, the practice of carrying newspapers without
charge was an important way by which they cultivated good will
throughout the mining regions. 9
In 1853, three earlier express lines serving Jacksonville 10 had given
away to the presence of Cram, Rogers and Company, an affiliate of
the giant Adams and Company express and banking house of San
Francisco . Richard Dugan, former owner of one of the earlier
agencies, was agent for Cram, Rogers until 1854, when he moved to
Crescent City to open an express office there. 11 In his place, C.C .
Beekman, former Yreka representative for Cram, Rogers took over
the Jacksonville office, and began a long career of service to citizens
of the Rogue River Valley .
After the fall of Adams and Company led to the subsequent failure
of Cram, Rogers and Company, Beekman set up his own independent
express office, which served Jacksonville until Wells Fargo established
an agency there, appointing Beekman their local representative. From
1854 until his death in 1912, Beekman was the personification of the
express institution in Jacksonville. Loyalty to him deepened, as he
compiled a remarkable record for reliable service, even under the
worst of conditions .
The dependability of Beekman and other express agents assured
them a following in remote mining areas, especially since their performance could not be matched by most postal riders. As a result,
western miners and settlers were usually willing to pay the
expressman's higher prices. Beekman, for example, charged five per
cent for transporting gold dust, and one dollar each for letters and
newspapers, more than the official schedule of rates set by the U.S.
postal service in this era. 12
The loyalty earned by men such as Beekman resulted from the fact
thay they were much more than simple mail carriers for mining towns,
even though that was a particularly valued service they rendered to
those out-of-the-way places . By carrying gold dust, keeping money on
deposit, and making money on "general deposit" available for loans,
they were a vital part of local commerce . Express companies and their
local agents were a combination of commercial and communication
links outward for early mining towns . Trust in them was strong, and
repeatedly voiced in western newspapers . They represented a habit in
mining communities that was acknowledged with admiration a few
years later by the postmaster general in Washington.
Government has not been able to keep pace in its organized mail arrangements with the
movements of the miner. His settlement is suddenly made and rapidly extended long
before the mail contractor and postmaster can be provided. The expressmen are at
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hand, and the wants of the miner are immediate. His orders are all sent by them to the
central post office, to which, not knowing where his eventual location will be in the gold
region, he has directed his letters to be addressed. The postmaster has favored the
expressman in the prompt delivery of his letters , and has received in return a compensation much la rger, per letter, than any commission ever allowed him by the government.
The express charge is one dollar per letter, two dollars , and so on, rising in some
instance to five dollars, according to distance. Once commenced, the habit of the miner
of relying on the expresses is continued long after the post office and the mail-route
have reached his neighborhood. 13

The express agency's advantage was that it was not only a stable
operation, but it was also able to adapt to individual communities and
situations. Stability was especially characteristic of those agencies
associated with larger banking and express companies. Beekman, for
example, as representative of both Cram, Rogers and Company and
later of Wells Fargo, was part of larger, established commercial structures with offices scattered throughout the West.
Of course, as mentioned above, not all express agents were, or had
to be, associated with larger express businesses. An individual express
rider could set up his own operation in a mining area, and could
continue to operate there as long as he could find enough customers to
make his trips profitable. Express riders could be couriers, for limited
special assignments, as they were during the Indian war period, 14 or
they could provide the type of regular, scheduled mail service which
became their primary function in most communities. Few areas of the
mining West were so remote that they were without at least an
individual expressman to bring the mail; this was an adaptability to
conditions of isolation which the postal service was not able to match.
Written in 1850 the Alta California's assessment of the value of the
expresses is noteworthy:
We scarcely know what we should do if it were not for the various Express lines
established, enabling us to hold communications with the mines, with the present
defective mail communications from the towns throughout California, or the remote
portions of the Placers north and south. Our enterprising express agent s, however,
supply the deficiency, and by the promptitude with which they conducted all busi ness
entrusted to them, are justly entitled to the co nfidence and support of the community."

Once an area grew and prospered, of course, a larger express
company would be likely to enter and corner the market. Such, as we
have seen, was the case in Jacksonville, but even so, there remained a
personal element in the expressman's service to his community. As a
human carrier of information, he was occasionally the carrier of oral
news and gossip; 16 and as an individual with personal friends and
business contacts throughout the valley, he fit also into the interpersonal communication network of the area.
Packers, the other itinerant agents of trade, were even more actively
a part of the personal system of communication that was so crucial to
the availability of information in Jacksonville and in similar isolated
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towns. In the Rogue River Valley, packers were important
participants in the region's information networks. As carriers of news,
however, they differed from expressmen in at least two crucial respects : first, while they did carry information into and out of the
community, they seemed to function primarily as relayers of messages
within the valley; that is, they kept news in circulation. Second,
because the information they carried was oral for the most part, they
became involved with it, sometimes altering its form as a natural consequence of the exchanges they had with friends and clients in the
Jacksonville area. Packers were less tied to any institutional frame works than they were to the interpersonal network of communication
among citizens of the valley and, to one extent or another, they had a
greater personal stake in the news which they carried. They were
agents in what may be regarded as the people's own information
network, which generally provided a means for the exchange of all
kinds of news, gossip and rumor among citizens, and, in certain circumstances (notably during times of crisis , as in the Indian wars) for
the cultivation of consensus among the area's settlers .
In numbers alone, packers were a significant force, harbingers of
commercial growth as well as carriers of information . Once gold was
discovered near Jackson Creek in 1852, the new town of Jacksonville
became a magnet for commerce and for pack train arrivals. Packers
who had once merely passed through the Rogue River Valley on the
way to the Yreka mines now stopped at Southern Oregon camps. As
the center for trade and product distribution in the area, Jacksonville
became an emporium of tremendous importance in that part of the
Oregon Territory, and packers dominated in the business of supplying
the community for several years after the town's founding . Roads and
trails which posed problems for wagon traffic were always open to
mules, and thus the pack trains were the most reliable means of
supply.
Packers were a particularly transient population, engaged in a
business to which a man might devote his attention briefly before he
moved on to some other trade, or to another region of the West.
Trains could be small, run by one of two men, or large, operated by
several packers as individual enterprises or in association with commercial supply houses in Scottsburg or the Williamette towns . The
extent of packing operations serving an isolated town like Jacksonville
could be great: a contemporary account of the packing trade between
Crescent City and Jacksonville in 1856 estimated that there were as
many as 1500 mules on the trail, representing about twenty or thirty
trains of from twenty to seventy-five animals each . 17
The packers' initial importance, of course, was in bringing the
supplies and staples necessary for simple survival, since in Jackson-
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ville's early months food was not being produced in the valley.
Eventually they also carried .those large cargoes not .handled by
expressmen and postal riders - furniture, household items, an occasional piano, as well as shipments of books and later even the printing
press for the first newspaper in Jacksonville . 18
Theirs was a service equal in value to that rendered by the express
agents. The comparison was noted by a contemporary writer, who
observed that packing
... has become an indispensable necessity; and is not only the means of obtaining their
supplies, but, like the ever welcome expressman, a kind of connecting link between the
vallies and the mountains. In some of the more isolated localities, the arrival of a pack
train, is an event of some importance, and men gather around it with as much appa rent
interest, as though they expected to see some dear old friends stowed away somewhere
among the packs."

Of equal importance for local information flow was that, by the
very nature of their business, packers moved among the people, were
known to the citizens of the valley both for the service they
performed, and for the fact that they were in touch with the world
outside. They were acquainted with people in Jacksonville and the
surrounding settlements, involved with the community as businessmen
of sorts, and often as residents. Their survival and that of their customers depended on keeping the supply routes open. By passing
through the region, stopping at homes or camps along the way,
talking to people they met, they fit into the network of interpersonal
communication in the valley, and, in fact, helped to keep that network
functioning by circulating news within it.
Settlers of the area welcomed the passage of the packers through
their territory , as suggested by the quote above. The 1855 diary of
Mrs. America Rollins Butler also notes the importance of their
passage, with frequent references to the packer's trips and to the
variety of inter-actions which settlers had with men in the trains. Her
diary indicates that, by camping close to settlers' homes, packers
might be asked to stay for dinner, transact business or simply serve as
carriers of news . 20
Unfortunately, although many reminiscences and diaries acknowledge the importance of packing to the Rogue River Valley, few record
the packers' comings and goings as faithfully as did Mrs. Butler, and
even she did not actually mention the content of conversations with
packers, except to note that they brought news. What remains,
therefore is simply an impression of packing as an information
channel of great importance. This was true, of course, of all of the
area's interpersonal channels, which relied heavily on oral communication, and left few traces of content in most situations.
An interesting exception occurred, however, during the
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community's earliest major period of crisis - the Indian wars of
1853-1856. During that era, reminiscences suggest a self-consciousness
among area citizens of the importance of interpersonal channels, with
a resulting record of the role those channels played in informing
settlers, and in rallying them to action.
Mrs . Butler's diary provides an example of the way in which
packers relayed information during wars:
Monday, August 8 ... a pack train passed this morning; reports much loss of hay and
other property below by the Indians also one man killed in the Cannion. 21

The cl;"isis information network involved more than packers,
however: it included informal couriers, military messengers, soldiers,
immigrants and other travelers . It speeded the flow of information in
the valley, and made certain, as usual interpersonal channels might
not have, that settlers received important word of danger from
Indians.
Messengers were sometimes dispatched, either formally or
informally, to carry news between military camps, 22 or to send some
sort of word to outlying areas. 23 Although this kind of news was often
carried by express riders employed by the military, there were
informal couriers as well, undoubtedly residents of the valley, 24 concerned about the welfare of their families and neighbors, and
therefore more personally concerned about delivery of that critical
information.
The most crucial news transported must have been about the possibility of Indian attack in situations so threatening that military
authorities recommended that settlers "fort up" at certain wellbarricaded settlements. This notice, which was apparently either oral
or written, and not binding on settlers, was sometimed disregarded . 25
Nor did it always arrive by messenger. Frequently, the word to "fort
up" came from other settlers, or neighbors, as, for example, in
October, 1855, when the David Birdseye family hurriedly spread the
work among their neighbors that an Indian attack threatened, and
urged all to gather at the Birdseye home. 26
For settlers on the periphery of the battle area, notice apparently
was brought to them in the same variety of ways in which it was
delivered to settlers in the Rogue River Valley, In many cases, their
knowledge of war activity came from packers, travelers, and others
passing by their settlements . In 1853, for example, George Cole was a
local packer who hurried to begin a trip to the Williamette Valley to
obtain supplies. After outrunning Indians south of Canyonville, he
and his partner
. . . warned the settlers, who until now knew nothing of the outbreak. They hastily
"forted up" and put out a strong guard up the canyon.
Shortly after reaching Marysville, the news came of a general attack. The first man
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through after us brough news of the killing of John R. Hardin, Dr. Rose and others.
Hardin and Rose we knew well , and had seen them just before, having said good-bye to
Hardin at Pat rick' s ranch, and having stopped with Rose our first night out. Before
reaching Roseburg, I met James Ky le, a partner of Wills, with his pack train of goods
for Scottsburg . Learning of hi s partner' s death, he at once gave orders to his train men
where to camp with the train and remain until further o rders. He immediately started
for Jacksonville .. -"

A similar account is given of the arrival of war news during the 1855
war, when the Indian danger was much more widespread . This reference, and the Cole reminiscence, are particularly notable because they
are among the few which give a relatively detailed description of the
news that traveled along interpersonal channels in this period.
I am not sure at thi s date that we had heard of the Indian outbreak at Rogue River. At
that time there was no telegraph of (or) phone lines. Not even a daily mail. But on the
forenoon of the lOth, a messenger, Henry Yokum, arrived with the information that the
Indian s were sweeping north, killing and burning and had killed two men at Galesville
and at that time ahd that place surrounded. "

From this kind of evidence, and from diary notations, newspaper
comments and other contemporary reflections on information flow in
early Jacksonville, it appears that packers, express agents and settlers
all played an important role in Jacksonville's efforts to overcome its
isolation from sources of information both inside and outside the
Rogue River Valley . All were carriers of news upon which other
agencies and individuals in the community depended. Over the
expanding road system that was itself, helping to overcome the
limitations which geography had imposed on transportation and
communication in Southern Oregon, those carriers became crucial ·
parts of the people's informal communication network, important
particularly because of their ability to adapt to varying needs and
conditions of information exchange in the valley. During Jacksonville's early years, at least, they were the most direct and reliable
inputs into the community's common information pool, and provided
the basis for the growth of interdependency and consensus in routine
situations as well as time of crisis.
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Antonio de Mendoza
(Bib/ioteca Naciona/ - Madrid)

ANTONIO DE MENDOZA
Part I
by Eric Beerman

The advent of European civilization in California, and esp€cially where it touched first -- San Diego - is closely involved
with two men . One ordered the expedition to the coast of
California in the year 1542; he being the viceroy of New Spain
(Mexico), Antonio de Mendoza y Pacheco. The other who
carried out the order and commanded the expedition was a
Portuguese sailor in the service of Spain, Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo. The two were responsible for the European discovery of San Diego Bay on September 28th, 1542.
Antonio de Mendoza was born at Alcala' la Real, 50 miles
northwest of the Moorish fortress of Granada, where his father
was captain general of Christian forces before the Alhambra. ,
Mendoza spent his childhood near Granada as his father commanded this recently liberated region. In 1515, Antonio de
Mendoza was at his father's funeral in Granada. In 1520
Mendoza was in the war of the comuneros, where he _led 100
cavalry and 500 footsoldiers and marched to Huesca in north -
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em Spain, defeating the comuneros of that region. His oldest
brother, Luis Hurtado de Mendoza also was of much help in
subduing the comuneros. King Charles V was grateful for the
Mendoza aid. 2
Mendoza's next assignment was in diplomacy and was ordered by the king to Flanders in November 1 526. At the last
minute the mission was aborted as the king wanted Mendoza to
undertake a dangerous and delicate task of carrying letters of
credit worth 100,000 ducats to Ferdinand, King of Hungary
and brother of Charles V. Mendoza was usccessful in Hungary
where he remained until returning to Madrid in early 1528.
He was chamberlain of the queen in 1529, when she approached
him with the possibility of going to New Spain as the first
viceroy. The actual departure was delayed until April17, 1 535 ,
when Mendoza left the port of Sanlucar de Barrameda in southem Spain, where Ferdinand Magellan's band of five ships had
departed sixteen years earlier for the first circumnavigation
of the globe.
Mendoza arrived in Mexico in October and served for the
next 16 years as one of the great viceroys of the Spanish colonial empire. He founded schools and universities, promoted
mines, established the mint, promulgated laws, with the intoduction of printing attributed to him. Mendoza established the
Crown's firm control over the formerly imperious conquistadores, such as Hernando Cortez. Great expeditions, both on
land and sea, occurred during his viceroyship:
Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado explored great areas within the present
limits of the United States and Mexico; Francisco de Ulloa
explored the Sea of Cortez (Gulf of California) and the west em shore of Baja California; Hernando de Alarcon made an
expedition in the Sea of Cortez, up the Colorado and Gila
Rivers; Ruy Lopez de Villalobos sailed to the Spice Islands in
the Pacific Ocean; and last came the epic voyage of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo to California and the discovery of San Diego
Bay on September 28, 1542. After long, faithful service in
Mexico, Mendoza received orders for a direct transfer t o Lima
to assume the viceroyship of Peru. He departed Mexico in the
middle of 1551 and arrived in Lima on September 12, 1 551.
His period of service there was a hectic one, and a short one,
and Mendoza died in Lima on July 21, 1 552, being buried next
to Francisco Pizarro in the Cathedral of Lima. 3
Antonio de Mendoza was married to Catalina de Vargas y
Carvajal, daughter of Francisco de Vargas, chief controller of
the Catholic Kings and later of Charles V, and of Ines Carva72

jal. 4 Mendoza and Catalina de Vargas had three children.
The primogenitor, Indigo de Mendoza ya Vargas, received
the encomienda (land grant) of Socuellamos. s In 1535, he was
appointed to the prestigious Order of Santiago, 6 and like his
father, he followed a military career and was killed at the
famous battle of San Quentin in northwest France in 1557 .
In commenoration of this victory, King Philip II of Spain
built the famous monastery of El Escorial near Madrid. 7
The younger son was Francisco, called the Indio (Indian)
because of his service in the Americas with his viceroy father in
New Spain and Peru. He took to the sea and became the almirarite de-las galeras (admiral of the galleys) in the Mediterranean
Sea and took part in the great Spanish attack on Oran and
Mazalquivir and later helped to expell Moorish pirates from
Gomera in the Canary Islands. When he left the sea, Francisco
was appointed governor of the important silver mining region
of Guadalcanal in southern Spain. He, like his brother, was a
member of the Order of Santiago, and on the death of his
brother, he inherited the encomienda of Socuellamos and was
the senor (lord) of V aldaracete and Estremadura. Francisco
married his first cousin, Catalina de Mendoza y Carillo, daughter
Port of (La) Navidad, Mexico. Departure point of the Cabrillo
Expedition to San Diego Bay on June 2 7, 1541.
Micolasde Cardona, "Descripcion .. . California"
(Biblioteca Nacional - Madrid) MS. 2468.
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Mercator map of 1569, which correctly plots for the first time the Bay
(Ancon) of San Diego (San Miguel) (Biblioteca Nacional - Madrid)

of Bernardino de Mendoza (brother of Antonio de Mendoza).
One the death of Mendoza's youngest son in Malaga in 1563,
his widow Catalina married her nephew, Luis Hurtado de Mendoza, the IV marquis of Mondejar and the V count of Tendilla. s
Antonio de Mendoza's only daughter, Francisca, married
Alonso Fernandez de Cordoba y Velasco, the II count of Alcaudete and the IX senor of Montemayor. This matrimoney produced two grandsons for Mendoza - Alfonso and Francisco. 9
Menodza's father was Inigo Lopez de Mendoza y Quinones,
the II count of Tendilla and the I marquis of Mondejar, the
latter title conceded by Charles V for distinguished services
to the Crown. Inigo was the senor of Almoguera, captain general of Granada and ambassador to Rome for the Catholic
Kings. He purchased half of the village of Mondejar, in the
province of Guadalajara some 50 miles east of Madrid, from
his sister-in-law, Catalina Laso de Mendoza, which gave him
complete ownership as his first wife, Marina Laso de Mendoza,
owned the other half of Mondejar. There were no children
from this first marriage. On the death of his first wife, Inigo
Lopez de Mendoza married Antonio's mother, Francisca Pacheco y Portocarrero. She was the daughter of Juan Pacheco,

74

maestre (grandmaster) of the Order of Santiago and the marquis of Villena and the duke of Escalona and encomendero of
Socuellamos, and of Maria de Portocarrero. Mendoza's father
died in 1515. 1o
From this latter marriage, Antonio de Mendoza had the
following brothers and sisters. The primogenitor was Luis
Hurtado de Mendoza y Pacheco, the II marquis of Mondejar
and the II count of Tendilla, senor of Almoguera, and captain
general of Granada and Navarre. He was a member of the
Council of Castile and in 154 7, was appointed as president of
the prestigious Council of the Indies. He loyally served Charles
V in subduing the comunero revolt in Granada. Luis married
Catalina de Mendoza y Zuniga, the daughter of Pedro Gonzalez
de Mendoza ya Luna, the I count of Monteagudo and senor of
Almazan, and Isabel de Zuniga y Avellaneda. 11
The following brother was Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, who
gained equal fame as did his younger brother Antonio. Diego
became a famous writer, diplomat and warrior. He was born at
the latter part of the 1480's. As was the tradition at the time
for the second son, his parents wanted him to follow an ecclesiastical career, though this did not appeal to Diego, who entered
the Spanish army and served in Italy and Flanders. He apparently was also a born diplomat and Charles V named him ambassador to Venice in 1527 and later assigned to London. His
performance was outstanding and the king next named him to
head the Spanish delegation at the famous Council of Trent in
1545. Then Philip II named him as ambassador in Rome and
captain general of Tuscany. Diego was made viceroy of the
important Spanish region of Navarre with an army and participating in the victorious campaigns in Andalusia. As a result,
Diego wro_te his famous work, Historia de la guerra de Granada.
On his retirement, he returned to Madrid where he injured his
leg, gangrene came, and Diego died in 1575. 12
Mendoza's next brother, Francisco, followed an ecclesiastical career and became cardinal of Jean in Andalusia. When the
French princess Elizabeth de Valois became the third wife of
Philip II of Spain, the king designated the cardinal to meet
Elizabeth at the famous Roncesvalle Monastery in Navarre on
January 4, 1560 and accompany her to the Spanish Court. 13
Bernardino de Mendoza was still another brother of the
Mendoza clan who gained great fame. He was born in Granada
in 1501. At a young age he left home and followed a maritime
career. Moorish pirates were a continuous problem for Spanish
shipping in the Mediterranean and at his own expense, Bern-
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ardino equipped two galleys to the corsairs. When Spain
commenced an attack against the Moorish stronghold of Tunis
on the northern coast of Africa in 1535, Portuguese and Italians
joined in the siege as they had also suffered pirate raids on their
shipping. Bernardino put 12 of his own galleys in the invasion.
After a siege, the Moorish castle at Tunis - La Goleta, under
Keir-eddin Barbarroja and Solim!n the Magnificent, surrendered to the European force. Charles V left Bernardino in
charge of occupied Tunis. Later Bernardino returned to sea
and fought the ubiquitous pirates. In 1540, he inflicted a
crushing defeat on a Moorish fleet commanded by Caramani
and Ali-Amet, both of whom were killed. Although Bernardino
was himself gravely wounded, his force captured ten enemy
ships and 400 prisoners, also freeing 837 Christian captives.
For outstanding services to the kingdom, the new monarch,
Philip II, named Berardino captain general of the galeras de
Espana ( galleys of Spain), lieutenant of Cartagena, chief controller of Castile and the Council of the King. He also received
the encomienda of Merida. In 1557, Bernardino was in France
preparing to partake in the eipic battle at San Quentin, but
he contracted an illness and died. He was survived by his
wife, Elvira Carillo de Cordoba ya Manrique, the daughter of
Pedro Carillo de Cordoba and Leonor de Manrique. 14
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Ernestine Smutny - Book Review Editor
CITIES OF THE AMERICAN WEST : A History of Frontier Urban Planning, by John W. Reps. (Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1979.

827 p ., facsim . illus. [part. col:], maps, notes, notes on the illus., bibliog.,
index. $75.00)
This work is indeed a monument. Beautifully reproduced in large format, it runs to over 800 pages and contains some 800 illustrations, the
vast majority of them reproductions of historic urban maps and plans the raw material of the historian of urban design and planning. Such
monumental works come at a high price, but the purchaser will get exceedingly good value for his money, for this is the definitive history of the
planning and the design of western urban America. The scholarly text is
readable, lively, well laced with quotable quotes and solid facts, and refers
continuously to the plans (almost one per page) which are incorporated
within the text. The scholarship is buttressed by fifty pages of informative
footnotes and a thirty page bibliography on urban America, which is in
itself a triumph. There is even a series of color (pastel tint) reproductions
of the classic late 19th century bird's eye views of the Western City. The
technical qualities of the publication are of the highest ord~r.
Those readers familiar with Reps' earlier works of the genre will know
what to expect. This major work was prefaced by the publication of "The
Making of Urban America" in 1965, a work which concentrated its emphasis on a broad overview of the principal themes in American urban
design and stressed some of the major elements in urban planning in the
east and gulf coast colonies. The themes of the 196 5 publication were
condensed and put into a more specific framework with the publication
of "Town Planning in Frontier America" in 1969, a book which dealt
with those cities on the frontier up to the mid-19th century. The present
work, in the strict sense, complements the two earlier works, stressing
urban forms as they were used west of the Appalachians, and especially
west of the Mississippi from the earlier decades of the 19th century down
to the early years of this one. There is naturally some overlap, and some
of the more classic urban historic plans are used in more than one of the
works, but the vast majority of the reproductions shown in the present
volume on the West have not been seen before nor discussed in detail,
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and only a few of them have been available to those who buy reproductions of historic urban plans from Cornell University Press. In short,
if you already own one ;r either of the earlier Reps works, buy this on.::.
You know what you will be getting, but this time bigger and better than
ever, and you will have the complete coverage and the best available on
the history of American urban design. The new volume, however, stands
complete in its own right, and the early chapters give you, in simple and
elegant form, all the background needed for a complete understanding
of the total text .
Reps argues, with many modern historians, that the closing of the frontier as typified by Turner, with its sequential occupance from trapper
through settler to town (which represents a culminating form of civilized
development), is essentially false, and that rather the town was an important instrument of frontier development. A complete and thorough study
of the town and city in the American West is therefore a route to the
understanding of the emergence of the western regions of the new nation.
It is an argument he portrays clearly and vividly in this volume. But the
themes of the text apart, this is, in any case, a monumental reference
work - a source of vast amounts of information, and a book to dip into,
to leaf through, and to read over a lifetime, tasting a small sample at a
time. Obviously recommended for all libraries, especially those of a public
or special collection nature, and equally recommended for the serious
western historian. Treat yourself!
Roger Barnett, College of the Pacific, U.O.P.
SOUTHERN PACIFIC BAY AREA STEAM, by Harre W. Demoro. (Burlingame, CA, Chatham Publishing Co. (Box 283, 94010) 1979. 143p.,
illus., facsims ., sketch map, bibliog. $19 .95)
As the years pass since that sad moment when steam locomotives gave
their last plaintive whistle cries across American fields and train yards,
steam addicts have welcomed with pleasure many a fine volume treating
those wondrous machines. Now we see ever more books which deal not
with steam in general or individual railroads, but concentrate on limited
geographical areas which appeal especially to those who experienced the
heyday of steam in those locales. This will be the drawing power of
Demoro's new treatise, Southern Pacific Bay Area Steam. This finely
produced book from Chatham Publishing will be a great delight, particularly to those who live in Northern California and recognize the urban and
suburban settings which mark this photographic essay on the locomotives,
trains, and ferries which once quickened the pulse of many a Bay Area
steam fan.
The quality of the photographic reproduction is generally fme, and
Mr. Demoro's commentary thorough and well written. Documentation
includes a chart on the lining papers which chronicles the life and fate of
each locomotive class and individual engine shown in the book. Even a
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few electric trains emerge from the otherwise pristine steam.
The only bothersome note in this outstanding railroad volume is the
small print used in the photo captions, which, t h ough very clear and
sharp, may trouble the eyes of some readers.
Patrick O'Bryon
CHIEF LAWYER OF THE NEZ PERCE INDiANS, 1796- 1876, by Clifford M. Drury. (Glendale, Arthur H. Clark Co., 1979. 304p., illus., ports.,
col. frontis., facsims., maps, bibliog., index. Northwest Historical Series,
No. 14. $22.75)
Was Chief Lawyer of the Nez Perce a far-sighted chief motivated by the
welfare of his people or a self-seeking "Red Judas" betraying his tribe?
The answer lies in this readable, intriguing yet well documented and widely researched biography of one of the Pacific Northwest's great Indian
chiefs. Dr. Drury is well qualified to resolve this century old controversy.
Considered the foremost authority of Protestantism in the West, he has
worked in this field over four decades and happily combines scholarship
and literary ability in his research.
Drury examines the Lawyer controversies, especially those related to
the 1863 Treaty, using contemporary journals, letters and official minutes
to analyze the tribal politics of the Nez Perce, Cayuses, Spokanes, Yakimas
and related tribes from 1830 through Joseph's rebellion. Lawyer knew
explorers, fur traders, soldiers, missionaries and statesmen, and all are
present in this rich pageant of his religious as well as political endeavors.
He was also the best-educated Indian of his area and time and liberal
quotes from his speeches reveal this through his own words.
Lawyer emerges from this detailed, sympathetic biography as a strong,
dedicated yet realistic leader who strove for his people's inherent rights
even as he urged acceptance of white culture, wisely realizing the impossibility of avoiding eventual white domination.
Gustavus Sohon's paintings and drawings enhance the attractiveness of
this work, the "Chronology of Lawyer's Life and Some Pertinent Contemporary Events" its clarity. Chief Lawyer is a must for those involved in
Pacific Northwest, Indian or religious history and rewarding reading for all
but the most disinterested.
Virginia Struhsaker, Retired Branch Librarian
SPANISH TEXTILE TRADITION OF NEW MEXICO AND COLORADO,
by the Staff of the Museum of International Folk Art. (Santa Fe, Museum
of New Mexico Press, 1979. 264p., illus. (part col.), sketch maps, appendices, notes, bibliog. $24.95, paper, $14.95)
PUEBLO WEAVING AND TEXTILE ARTS, by Nancy Fox. (Santa Fe,
Museum of New Mexico Press, 1978. 93p., illus. [ part col.], ports., diagrs.,
sketch maps, appendices, bibliog. paper, $4.95)
NAVAJO WE:A VING HANDBOOK, compiled by the Editors of El Palacio
Magazine with an Introduction by Nancy Fox. (Santa Fe, Museum of New
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Mexico Press, 1977, 78p., illus., (part col.], ports., diagrs. , bibliog. paper,

$4.95)
Tracing history through textiles is especially adapted to the Southwest,
because the textiles of that area are so distinctive. European influence,
through trade, upon a people who already had a textile tradition can also
be followed through changes in the patterns and raw materials. This
particular view of history is unique to this section of the United States.
These three books are excellent for the historian who is interested in
exploring this view, for the collector of Southwest textiles and for the
traveler wishing to know more about the area and its art.
Navajo Weaving Handbook and Pueblo Weaving and Textile Arts, two
guidebooks published by the Museum of New Mexico Press, are very good
introductory books. Both are rich in historical background, in presentation of techniques, and in the description of present activity in these
traditions. The Navajo Weaving Handbook has many four-color plates
which bring out the vibrant pattern details of these beautiful pieces. There
is a very good section on restoration, information that you don't often see
in discussions of historical textiles. Travelers in the Southwest are often
tempted to begin collecting examples of Navajo weaving, and this guide
book has also an excellent section explaining how to tell a genuine Navajo
rug from a skillful Mexican copy. You need not be a weaver to recognize the
work of the Navajo weaver.
Pueblo Weaving and Textile Arts points out that Pueblo weaving, unlike
Navajo, has been virtually ignored in discussions of American Indian arts.
Pueblo weavers have a strong tradition in woven and decorated garments.
They used brocade weaves and embroidery embellishment before European advancement into the area.
The volume contains an historical discussion of their craft, an explanation of tools and techniques, and a beautiful section detailing the garments, followed by a very informative appendix. This section suggests
further reading and includes a fine glossary of weaving terms, as well as
a concise historical chronology of events and their influence upon articles produced.
Spanish Textile Traditions of New Mexico and Colorado is the companion book for a traveling exhibit with the same title, a project sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts and the International
Folk Art Foundation. Books that accompany art shows and exhibits
explain the items exhibited and give background material with suggested readings for further study. This one is no exception, and is excellent on all counts. History through textiles, trade routes, culture, adaptation, cross over of design and a detailed discussion of the textiles themselves are all included. Over seventy color plates and one hundred black
and white photographs illustrate the text. With a book of this type you
may appreciate the works on display, even though you are not able to

82

visit the exhibits.
All three of these books will interest and satisfy the weaver, collector,
historian and Southwest traveler. The Museum of New Mexico Press is
to be congratulated for these fine publications.
Linda L. Stocking, Textile Artist
THE SMOKING GODS: Tobacco in Maya Art, History and Religion, by
Francis Robicsek. Foreword by Michael D. Coe and Barbara A Goodnight.
Photographs by the Author. (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press,
1978. 233 p., illus., [part col.], facsims., notes, bibliog., index. $35.00)
This volume, written by a cardiovascular specialist who is also an
adjunct professor of anthropology, is a very impressive work. The quantity
and quality of the art work and the photography is truly phenomenal.
The author has spent a great deal of time and effort in compiling what is
known about the smoking complex of the Maya, but it is difficult to
characterize or to comment on in a brief review because - in this reviewer's opinion - he covers such a wide variety of material from so many
diverse sources that there is no readily apparent continuity in the presentation. If you are not familiar with Mayan cosmology and religion as well
as the various Mayan sites you may become somewhat confused by the bewildering amount of variety and detail. For the reader who is familiar
with Meso-American archaeology, especially the Mayan, this is an excellent book. The photography in it alone is worth the price - for the first
time one can see color photographs of the sepulcher chamber in the Temple of Inscriptions at Palenque which otherwise have only been published
either in drawings or in black and white. The color photographs are of
highly technical quality and very well produced; they are not the "mishmash" of an amateur's Brownie. Robicsek's drawings and his painstaking
attention to the details of the drawings are to be highly commended.
This is a significant book on the Maya, but except for the enjoyment
of the magnificent photographs and drawings, the novice should prepare
for it by reading background material on the Maya themselves.
Michael Seelye, San Joaquin Delta College
CAPTAIN JAMES COOK AND HIS TIMES, Edited by Robin Fisher and
Hugh Johnston. (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1979. 178p.,
illus., facsims., maps, bibliog. notes, index. $14.95)
This volume is the result of a symposium which was held in 1969 to
mark the bicentennial of Cook's great voyages. A number of scholars
were invited by Simon Fraser University to re-evaluate Cook's career and
accomplishments. Eleven of the papers, covering a wide range of topics,
are presented in this volume. It is this reviewer's opinion that all of these
are first-rate contributions to a knowledge of the Pacific, the history of
Cook's expeditions and of their discoveries. An evaluation of each of the
different chapters would be appropriate, but one can say in general that
the. information contained in each is unique and new to the study of Cook
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and his expeditions. There is something for everyone. The articles range
from a geographical discussion of the romantic image of the Pacific during
the eighteenth century through the Cook impact on the Nootka of the
Northwest Coast to the artistic and medicinal aspects of his journal. One
of t he most intriguing of the articles is that on t he medicinal aspects and
consequences of the voyages. The journals are, as anyone who is familiar
with them knows, tedious as well as time consuming in reading. Cook
talks repeatedly about the men, their welfare, their sicknesses and the
number of people who died; however, you must read the whole of the
journals to appreciate the entire medicinal aspects of the voyages. Here
Sir James Watt's article helps to explain and to correlate a number of diverse items from the journals into a more comprehensible whole. He works
all of the medicinal aspects of the journals into a truly unique presentation
of life on a British ship of war during t he late eighteenth century.
This volume is to be highly recommended; however, it is written for the
specialist. Those who are not familiar with James Cook and his contribution to the exploration of the Pacific would be advised to read first
several preliminary works, for example, J.C. Beaglehole's "Life of Captain
James Cook," a history of the Pacific and Cook's journals themselves. But
if you are a scholar of the ·Pacific you will certainly wish to add this
volume to your bookshelf.
Michael Seelye, San Joaquin Delta College
MORE BURS UNDER THE SADDLE, by Ramon F. Adams; foreword by
Wayne Gard. (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1978. 182p., index.
$14.95)
Burs under the saddle irritate a horse. Historian Ramon F. Adams feels
the same way about inaccurate history. In 1964, he chided a number of
erroneous historians in Burs Under the Saddle: A Second Look at the
Books and Histories of the West. Fifteen years later ( and three years
after historian Adams's deat;_h), it is time for an up-to-date sequel, and that
is what we have in this book of More Burs - a catalogue of the mistakes,
mental lapses, and intellectual laziness in two hundred books and histories of th e West, from Allsopp's Folklore of Romantic Arkansas to Zurhorst's The First Cowboys.
Is it true that Billy the Kid was "a lovable and misunderstood young
man"? No, just a killer. Was Sam Bass "a Robin Hood in Western garb"?
No, just a Western hoodlum. Was Wild Bill Hickok "a super gunman and
conqueror of wicked men"? Bill was pretty wicked himself and a bad
shot. How about Jesse James as "the eternal savior of t he widow harassed by the villainous mortgage-holder"? Don't forget to hiss the villainous James himself. And, finally, there is the Wyatt Earp of legend, "the
stalwart guardian of peace and law in frontier towns" - Adams demolishes these and other myths of the dime novel West.
Such legends die hard, but Adams is expert at delivering the coup de
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grace. Undeserved historical reputations fall more quickly than a "dude"
on a bucking bronco.
If you seek to ride through the West as it was, be sure to pack this book
in your saddlebag.
Howard Lachtman, Continuing Education, U.O.P.
NATIONAL PARKS: The American Experience, by Alfred Runte. (Lincoln, University of Nebraska Press, 1979. 240p., illus., map, notes, bibHog., index. $16.50)
Runte, Assistant Director of the Institute of Environmental Studies at
Baylor University, explores the history of American national parks from
the failure of Niagara Falls to the successes of Yellowstone and the Everglades. Using the conflict between land-hungry Americans and conservationists, he traces the 150 year struggle to establish a national park
system. The early goal of the parks was to make the natural wonders of
our country available to the public, an attempt to match the popularity of
the man-made wonders of Europe. This goal gradually matured into the
present aim of total conservation, protecting our national monuments and
their ecologies. Throughout the saga Congress plays the antagonist, always
reluctant to "give away" valuable land.
Runte clearly brings out the need for a healthy and sustained national
parks system. Since the commercialization and disfigurement of Niagara
Falls, the desire of every conservationist has been to preserve or restore
the unspoiled environment. Wallace Stegner, in his "Wilderness Letters,"
wrote that we need to keep our wilderness intact, not only for the protection of rare species but also for the benefit of future generations. The
American experience should include natural retreats like the national
parks.
National Parks is an informative history written in a highly readable
style and including 52 black and white photographs to illustrate the development of the park syste~. The action is not chronological, rather, it
is presented in several scenarios dealing with the major conservation movements. For those who want a clear overview of national park history,
National Parks is the ideal book.
Jan Upshur, College of the Pacific, U.O.P.
MEAN THINGS HAPPENING IN THIS LAND: The Life and Times of
H.L. Mitchell, Co-Founder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, by
H.L. Mitchell with a foreword by Michael Harrington. (Montclair, N.J.,
Allanheld, Osmun & Co. [ 19 Brunswick Rd., 07042] 1979. 358p., illus.,
ports., index. $10.95)
. Mean Things Happening in this Land is an informal and anecdotal
history of twentieth century American agricultural labor since the Great
Depression as seen by H .L. Mitchell, the grand old man of American farm
labor. Mitchell was a founder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union and
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its successor, the National Farm Labor Union, whose organizational efforts
among California migrant workers after World War Two pointed the way
to the later campaigns of Cesar Chavez and his United Farm Workers.
While the focus of the book is clearly on native Southerner Mitchell's
career as labor organizer in the Deep South in the 1930's, there are useful
insights and gleanings for western readers.
California's agricultural work force traditionally has been and remains
affected by its geographical proximity to Mexico, and that fact complicates every effort toward labor's advancement. When the A .F.L. - based
National Farm Labor Union turned its attention to California agriculture
and its uprooted Oklahoma and Arkansas pickers in addition to its braceros and illegal immigrants,Mitchell sought to dramatize the farm workers'
plight by an organizing drive featuring demonstrations and strikes, as
opposed to simply documenting that plight as urged by his colleague,
Ernesto Galarza. The major event was the two-and-a-half year strike
against the Kern County DeGiorgio Fruit Corporation (1947-1950) which
Mitchell details primarily through the writings of activists on the scene.
While the reader might wish for greater development of that situation,
nevertheless the various details - the lukewarm support by the American
Federation of Labor, the ineffectiveness of the secondary boycott, the role
of Congres.sman Richard Nixon, the ultimate loss of the strike and the
publicizing of the idea that unionization was a possibility for California
farm workers - make this an interesting book, especially as those events
are Hltered through the reflections of an important and colorful participant in the last half century of labor's struggles.
Sally M. Miller, College of the Pacific, U.O.P
STEALING THE CHI LDREN, by Carolyne Wright. (Boise, Ahsahta Press,
Boise State University, 1978, 4lp. paper, $2.50 postpaid)
OVER DESOTO'S BONES, by Conger Beasley, Jr. (Boise, Ahsahta Press,
Boise State University, 1979 . 57p., paper, $2.50 postpaid)
GREASYBEAR SONGS , by Charley John Greasy bear (Boise, Ahsahta
Press, Boise State University, 1979. 32p. paper, $2.5 0 postpaid)
Ahsahta Press has added these three additional volumes by contemporary poets of the West to its fine collection of modern verse.
The Western landscape has always engaged the imagination of its poets,
and these authors are no exception. In Carolyne Wright's "Stealing the
Children," landscape predominates, sometimes as an external force whose
existence and effect is material for contemplation, sometimes as a vehicle
to explore inner experiences and relationships. These two functions of the
landscape often merge, of course, as they do in Ocean Moonset. "The
Pacific calms me / more than a monastery garden / or Buddha under rainhung leaves,/ ... My dreams start out I slowly - thin canoes I gliding away
from the silhouettes I of hemlocks through the fog," In Boredom, Nev-
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ada "A state that's gone white in my mind./ The air's so flat with salt,
dust sweats, I ... The distant hills / blue as cop cars. I ... Bleak towns
fill the pages of my book. I ... Even the dust's so bored it turns in on itself, I goes twisted through the sagebrush I trying to kick up a storm." In
Stealing the Children: After a Big Wind in Wyoming: "An olive-green
wind blows I dust up and down the alleys, I gathers dry leaves in its fists
for storm . I It's the kind of town where, I if you leave your children unattended, / the wind drives up for them / in its long, black station wagon./
They go so willingly they leave their tricycles / ... clambering into the
front seat of the wind, I . .. leaving only scraps of their voices, I like
strewn toys, on your lawn."
The landscape of history furnishes the framework for many of Conger
Beasley, Jr.'s Over Desoto's Bones. Based on Anza's factual memoirs, the
poems record the i!Tlpact the land and its inhabitants had on him. In Anza
Conquers the Desert: "The first natives encountered I were so wretched / they followed vultures / to rob them of their prey." Grosser customs
of the Indians are recorded as well as the killing heat of the desert which
often drove men to madness. "The desert is a sheet of armor I fired white
and hammered flat. / ... Sergeant Alvarez looked into the sun one afternoon I & disappeared, a column of shrieking light . . . Even Columbus
would have lost his way in this glare. I .. . he would have found the edge
and plummeted over." In another verse, a sandstorm drives a soldier insane and, thinking it is a snowstorm, he strips off his clothes and runs
into the desert to death.
The Songs of Charley John Greasybear, recorded by Judson Crews,
use a mythical landscape and symbols of an ancient culture which reveal
his close bond to his own community. Sometimes the symbols delineate
his struggle to blend into the complicated world of the white culture. In
Ghost Song he asks the feathered owl where "That music that is not dead/
always in my ears" comes from. "We hear it everywhere I ... but I once
our people I danced I when they heard it I and believed a vision." In
Jesus Song Christianity has displaced the ancient religion. "I heard the
tom-tom / around the mountain / in / the clear air / .. . It was a tent /
like a carnival / some white dude was shouting / Jesus / and my people
were praying I ... And I turned back / to the mountain ... " The old
magic connected with the ritual of jumping through the hoop, as well as
the ancient Iildian hunting grounds, has disappeared in death in Suicide
Song. "We have leapt through / a five hundred year hoop /and the other
side / is without grass / and without game / This hoop is empty / into its
nothingness/ vanishes/ all of the wonder."
[
For the reader familiar with, or just being introduced to this series of
Western poets, these volumes will be a welcome addition.
Marjorie Bruce, Raymond/Callison College, U.O.P.
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Notes from the Book Editor
Ernestine Smutny

MOTHER LODE MEMORIES; A Pictorial History, by R. Coke Wood and
Leonard Covello. (Fresno, Valley Publishers [8 E. Olive, 93728] 1979.
21lp ., illus., ports., facsims ., sketch map, bibliog., index . ($20 .00)
The publication of another Wood-Covello pictorial history calls for a
red-letter day, but this time it is tinged with sorrow. "Mr. California"
waited just long enough to enjoy the pleasure of welcoming friends at
authors' receptions and then slipped away, as I am sure most of you have
heard by now.
Mother Lode Memories preserves for us all his love for the Lode and
much of his intimate knowledge of its history and its out-of-the-way
places. Covello has supplied a wealth of pictures - 400 or more - to illustrate people, places and things from the early days to the present, and each
picture has an explanatory note to place it in context. Text and pictures
will reinforce our memories of the man who for so many years helped
make our history vivid and meaningful.
GUIDE TO AMERICAN HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS IN THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY. (San Marino, CA, Huntington Library [91108],
1979. 442p ., index.)
This volume is the first of a projected four-volume guide which will
make available to scholars the most important of the five million manuscript items held by the Huntington . The editors stress that only collections of forty or more pieces are included, except in the case of notable
single items. Each unit is described in terms of size, scope, and date,
including a biographical sketch of the most central figure, a list of persons
of importance who are represented by five items in that collection and a
citation for any previous printings of the material. There is also a comprehensive index. The entries are not restricted to persons : both corporations
(e.g., New Almaden Mine) and "things" (e .g., gold rush journals, Civil War
letters) receive an entry.
Th~ other volumes will cover literary, British historical and medieval/
renaissance manuscripts, and the staff hopes to complete the project
before 1981.
Both the staff of the Huntington which undertook the massive labor of
such a compilation and the National Endowment for the Humanities,
which furnished the grant that supported it deserve the gratitude of researchers
everywhere.
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FORTRESS MARIN: An Aesthetic and Historical Description of the
Coastal Fortifications of Southern Marin County, Written and Illustrated
by Tom Killion. (San Rafael CA, P!esidio Press, [Box 35 15, 94902],
1979. 48p., illus., port., sketch maps, appendix. paper, $7.95)
Five generations of coastal fortifications - all abandoned as the relentless evolution of instruments of destruction rendered them obsolete as
soon as or before they were complete - ring the stark headlands of southern Marin from Tennessee Cove to Yellow Bluff. Built to protect the Bay,
the City and the shipping that flowed through the Golden Gate, these now
decaying and brush-choked forts can be credited with protecting the land
on which they stood from the developer's bulldozer. Only the military, as
Hart points out in his San Francisco's Wilderness Next Door, could have
preserved so much prime land until at last it became a part of that wilderness, a "wilderness" which all may enjoy.
Killion's sensitive and skillfullino-cuts hymn the beauty of the land and
contrast the stark geometry of the forts with the geography of the hills.
The hauntingly poetic text forms a walking tour of the old forts, combining a history of the forts with lyric passages describing the lands on which
they are built.
Only a fortunate few were able to purchase the very limited first edition
of Fortress Marin; this attractive and well-printed second edition reproduces the complete text and all the lino-cuts in a format which all may
enjoy.
A SIERRA CLUB NATURALIST'S GUIDE TO THE SIERRA NEVADA,
by Stephen Whitne.y. (San Francisco, Sierra Club Books [530 Bush,
94108], 1979. 526p., illus., [part col.], diagrs., tables, maps, bibliog.,
index . $14 .95, paper $8.95)
The Sierra Club's third "nature guide" comes home to the Sierra. Whitney has packed an enormous amount of extremely interesting and useful
material into a book which is still small enough to take on a hike to the
areas he describes. Like the others in the series, the emphasis is on nature
and the full enjoyment of nature. Introductory chapters describe the
formation and geology of the Sierras and their general geography, climate
and ecology . Other chapters detail the life that exists in each of its distinct zones. Numerous illustrations, some sketches and some in color,
will aid the novice in identifying plants and animals or in visualising
vegetative changes. The bibliography is extensive and the index excellent.
Read at home or on the spot, this Sierra guide will reward you with information and enjoyment.
SELF-PROPELLED IN THE SOUTHERN SIERRA, Vol. 2: The Great
Western Divides, by ] .C. Jenkins. (Berkeley, Wilderness Press, [2440 Bancroft, 94 704], 1979 . 306p., ill us., maps, bibliog. paper. $8.95)
This second and final volume of Jenkins' seven-year project was barely
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completed before he was struck by a car and killed. Similar to the first
volume in its general plan (PACIFIC HISTORIAN, Winter, 1978), this
volume outlines 100 trips in and around the Sierra Crest and the Kern
Plateau - from just east of Bakersfield to the Northwest part of Sequoia
National Park. There is a preliminary section on the geological history
of the area and a plea for the careful conservation of the fragile ecological
balance. As before, the reader is told what to expect in difficulty, scenery,
natural history and limitations. Not only are the trips carefully plotted
and made as current as possible, there are some 64 pages of the most accurate and up-to-date maps available, the result of his careful labor. It is a
tragedy that one so young, talented and devoted should be cut down,
though we can be grateful that we have this excellent set as his legacy.
SAN FRANCISCO'S WILDERNESS NEXT DOOR, by John Hart. Photographs by Robert Sena, Foreword by Cecil D. Andrus. San Rafael, Presidio
Press [P .O. Box 3515, 94902], 158p., illus., sketch maps. paper, $9 .95)
Few of us may have stopped to realize that San Francisco really does
have a "wilderness" next door - the small coastal strip of the Golden Gate
National Seashore which begins west of Lake Merced near the border with
San Mateo County continues up to cover the point of the Presidio (including Alcatraz and Angel Island) and faces the Marin Headlands, Muir
Woods, and other parks and nature areas, culminating in the magnificent
Point Reyes National Seashore. Hart gives the history of this unique and
precious region, the politics and power plays, the altruism and dedication,
which resulted in its eventual availability to all the people.
He discusses also the cost of forming and of maintaining (including
policing) park and wilderness areas, which, as cities sprawl over more and
more of our land, will become even more desirable, if not necessary, for
our well-being. The hundred thousand acres of San Francisco's continuous, protected parklands can be an inspiration and an example of dreams
that became reality.
"DEAR CHARLIE" LETTERS, Recording the Everyday Life of a Young
18 54 Gold Miner ... As Set Forth by Your Friend, Horace Snow. With
suitable Gold Rush Engravings, Designed by Muriel Neavin. (Mariposa,
Mariposa County Historical Society, 1979. 118 p ., illus ., facsims., ports.,
sketch map. $10.00, paper $4.00)
Happily for all of us, the Mariposa County Historical Society has decided to publish in full the remarkable series of "Dear Charlie" letter which
were always a popular feature of their exhibits. Muriel Neavin, the artist/
designer/historian who designed the exhibits and the book has made facsimile-style illustrations so cleverly it is hard to know which are timely
reproductions and which created for the occasion.
Horace's letters must be unique. A young man of good sense and good
humor, as the editor styles him, he turned to the pen rather than to the
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bottle or dice for his consolation and relaxation. Fortunately, one, and
perhaps fortunately only one, of his classmates responded warmly and
frequently. Moreoever Charles (Dear Charlie) E. Fitz also saved all the
letters his older chum sent, and eventually returned them to the family.
Not only are the letters a delight to read, filled with humor and good
nature (e.g., the story of the "Mr. Pike" who was "too lazy to work, too
proud to beg and not courageous enough to steal") they give an unvarnished (for good or bad) view of the life many of the placer miners led. Horace, his brother Hiram and their friend Spear may seem too level headed
and too fond of reading to be typical, but they did not seem to feel too
different from their neighbors.
It is hard to imagine anyone - nine to ninety plus - who will not
thoroughly enjoy sharing Charlie's mail. Don't miss it!
GOLD MINING IN SISKIYOU COUNTY, 18 50- 1900, by Gary D. Stumpf.
(Yreka, The Siskiyou County Historical Society, 1979. 139p., illus.,
ports., facsims ., diagrs., bibliog., notes, fold. map, index. The Society's
Occasional Paper no. 2. paper, $8. 95, $10 .30 postpaid)
Although the author disclaims completeness in this survey of Siskiyou
mining in the latter half of the nineteenth century, the photographs and
the careful diagrams of equipment alone are a sufficient reason t<? recommend his work. As a general introduction for the non-specialist Gold
Mining in Siskiyou County succeeds in being both informative and interesting, while the original material it contains in the way of personal
experience and previously uncollected newspaper reports will be of interest to all.
Attractively printed and bound, Gold Mining in Siskiyou County,
18 50- 1900 will fit on the shelf with your copy of the Division of Mines
Bulletins.
EASTERN CALIFORNIA TREASURE HUNTERS GHOST TOWN
GUIDE, Compiled by Theron Fox . Includes 1881 Fold-In Map of Eastern California with glossary of several hundred place names, 1860 Map of
California . .. (Las Vegas, Nevad~ Publications [Box 15444, 89114] 1979 .
23p., illus., facsims., maps (1 fold in pocket),index to towns.paper, $1.95)
This curious little paperback purports to be a "handy reference for
locating old mining camps, ghost town sites" etc., but it does need to be
used with good detailed road maps and perhaps Geological Survey topographic maps. Fox does not waste time on sample trips - he gives an
account of the State which seems to be contemporary with the 1881
map and a few hints on hunting etiquette and on safety, but after that
you are on your own. Happy hunting!
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WESTERN GUNFIGHTERS, by Bill O'Neal.
(Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1979 . 386p., ports., bibliog.,
index. $24.95)
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O'Neal's first task in preparing this compilation was to define his
terms - who was a gunfighter and what constituted a gunfight? His
research indicated that in reality "gunfighters killed comparatively few
men and they participated in relatively few shootouts," and he set the
criterion for inclusion at two verifiable shootouts. Extensive researchincluding "myths, folklore and outright lies" - resulted in the selection
of two hundred and fifty-five men and almost six hundred gunfights they
took part in during the latter half of the nineteenth century.
The entries are standardized for each gunman: real name, nickname or
aliases, birthdate, birthplace, date and place of death, occupation and
general information on his life, followed by a description of each shootout in chronological order and a list of sources.
O'Neal writes well and his photographs (thank goodness!) were usually
taken while the subjects were still alive . He has analyzed his material and
presented some interesting statistics and tables, which are given at the
beginning.
The Encyclopedia of Western Gunfighters should find a wide audience,
although no one should expect to agree with every statement O'Neal has
included. For example, are you convinced that Butch Cassidy died in
Bolivia or in Washington?
LAND IN CALIFORNIA: The Story of the Mission Lands, Ranchos,
Squatters, Mining Claims, Railroad Grants, Land Scrip, Homesteads,
by W.W. Robinson. (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1979.
c1948 . 291p ., illus., maps. paper, $4 .95)
Now for the first time available in paperback, Robinson's fact-filled
story of land ownership in California will be welcomed by many. First
published in the Chronicles of California series, his work was highly
praised. One disappointed reviewer remarked it was so "full-packed"
that the author had no room for "good yarn-spinning," but even that
caveat should count as praise.
CALABASAS GIRLS: An Intimate History 1885·1912 by Catherine
Mulholland, (Thousand Oaks, the Author [Box 1758 Conejo Valley
Station, 91360], 1976. 157p., illus., ports., sketch map, index. paper,
$5.50)
Thanks to the absence of the telephone and the existence of what seems
to us today a remarkably efficient postal service, a wealth of letters survived among family papers which Mulholland used as the heart of this
"intimate history." Supplementing the letters with family and personal
memoirs, she skillfully reconstructs a small segment of local history, a
segment which allows us to experience vicariously the everyday toil, joy
and sorrow of a pioneer family. This segment relates the part of their
lives that three generations of her family spent at that then remote and
rural spot; her last sentence seems to promise a sequel. Let us hope that
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she is preparing another "intimate history" which will include also her
paternal heritage .
WHERE THE 'ELL IS SHINGLETOWN? by Marion V. Allen. (Shingletown, the Author (P.O. Box 65, 96088) 1979. 81p., illus., ports., facsims .,
map, paper, $8.00 postpaid)
Allen claims he is just a newcomer, since he came to Shingletown in
1939, but this adopted son has performed a yeoman task in bringing together all he could learn of the early days, the shake makers and mills, the
power companies, ranchers, schools, families and businesses that flourished there. There are numerous pictures, many from family albums, and
many stories of the old timers. Don't miss adding this slice of local history
to your library.
SEVEN STARS FOR CALIFORNIA, A Story of the Capitals, by Marion
Fisher Murphy. Illustrated by Scott William Sherman. (Sonoma, the Author (762 Juniper Court, 954 76), 1979. 75p., illus., paper,$4.70 postpaid)
Murphy begins her story of the peripatetic California capital with an apt
quote from Emily Dickinson: "Here a star and there a star,
Some lose their way!"
The seven cities that have served include three from the Spanish/Mexican era - Monterey, San Diego, and Los Angeles - and four from the
American - San Jose, Vallejo, Benicia and Sacramento. Of course, this
count does not reflect the times that administrative whim or political
maneuvering (or bad weather!) caused that Capital to bounce rapidly back
and forth between those hotly contested spots.
Clearly written and well-spiced with humor and human interest, Seven
Stars is suitable for readers from the upper elementary grades up.
SPANISH & MEXICAN RECORDS OF THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST;
A Bibliographical Guide to Archive and Manuscript Sources, by Henry
Putney Beers. (Tucson, University of Arizona Press in Collaboration
with The Tucson Corral of the Westerners, 1979. 493p ., notes, bibliogs.,
index. $18 .50. paper, $8.95)
This fat volume Is truly an indispensable addition to any library of western Americana. Beers has done far more than exhaustively list archives
and bibliographies; he has, in separate sections for New Mexico, Texas,
California and Arizona, prepared detailed and very well written chapters
on the history and government of the area, the records of each of the
civic and ecclesiastical units within the area, their documentary publications and manuscript collections. These essays will help clarify for the
non-specialist how the Spanish/Mexican administrative units were organized and how they functioned, so that any scholar or buff with western
historical interest will profit from it according to his need.
CUENTOS: Based on the Folk Tales of the Spanish Californians, by
Angus MacLean. Illustrations by lone MacLean Bowman. (Fresno, Pioneer
Publishing Company, 1979. 205p., illus., appendix $9.95, paper, $5.95)
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MacLean, steeped in Californiano lore from childhood, gives us in this
volume forty-three folk tales from the days of yore. Reminiscent of fairy
tales and legends familiar to a more innocent age, the stories usually point
a moral, though they may be humorous and rather immoral.
The Devil, that omnipresent tempter of the greedy or lecherous, is featured in many of the stories. MacLean observes that often a thin veneer of
Christian teachings covered pagan beginnings, and that in the telling the
Californiano of old would not hesitate to embellish or vary the basic plot.
The longest story and the best of the transformation tales tells of a
goat who became more of a man than the man who took his place as a
goat. The fable of the lovesick cow is a delightful tale for children, while
the story of Pablito shows that even El Senor Diablo can be touched by a
gesture of compassion. The Cuentos are well worth preserving, but I hope
the artist will draw Bruno Guzman over. After all, from the waist up he
should be a handsome human! (Except, of course, for the horns. )
HOW TO SEARCH ERIC FOR AMERICAN INDIAN MATERIALS,
Compiled by Ramona Tecumseh Sandoval. (Austin, TX, National Educational Laboratory Publishers, Inc. [813 Airport Blvd., 78702] 97p., illus.,
sample microfiche, appendices. paper, $8.00, NELP Stock No. EC-077,
ED 168762)
This How To Search attempts to clarify for a new searcher the genesis,
preparation and dissemination of the documents on American Indians
processed by the Educational Resources Information Center. There are
several useful features, e.g., the terms most often searched by the Eric/
Cress American Indian Task Force are pulled together and listed, and a
complete list by state of organizations holding complete files of the Eric
fiche is given as well as information on Indian organizations and publications. I did find it confusing that one sample entry was given in full,
in fact, partly repeated, but the fiche accompanying it was for a different publication.
From our own experience with undergraduate and graduate students
and teachers, I would judge that How To Search Eric For American
Indian Materials will be of assistance to a new searcher, but that such a
searcher would do well to use it at first with a librarian or trained assistant.
THE SACRED HOOP, by Bill Broder. (San Francisco, Sierra Club Books,
1979. 252p., illus., facsims., "Sources." $12.95)
The author attempts in this cycle of earth tales to show the "changing relationship of humankind to earth in the Western world." Fifteen
short stories trace the responses made by mankind to nature, God, and
fellow man from the dawn of what we call civilization to the present in
fiction which has its roots in archaeology and history.
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CENTRAL ARIZONA GHOST TOWNS, by Robert L. Spude and Stanley
W. Paher. (Las Vegas, Nevada Publications [Box 15444, 89114], 1978.
48p., illus., sketch map $7.50)
TOMBSTONE: Arizona Silver Camp, by Robert L. Spude. (Las Vegas,
Nevada Publications, 1979. 17p., illus., sketch maps, paper, $1.9 5)
These ghost town/mine volumes, with numerous old photographs and
up-to-date historical text will beguile the armchair traveler or enlighten
the adventurous searcher. I'm not sure we can call Tombstone a ghost
town, but the authors list no less than 55 other abandoned sites of vanished dreams. Hints for desert travel and notes for further reading are given
on the reverse of an easy to read map.
DEATH VALLEY JUNCTION: The Story of the Amargosa Opera House,
by Marta Becket. (Nevada Publications, Las Vegas. [Box 15444, 89144],
1979. 16p., illus. [part col.], ports., sketch map. paper, $2.50)
Marta Becket's first career was in ballet, but she found a very special
niche in the life of the West. Fascinated by the theatre at Death Valley
Junction, she and her husband refurbished it, painted its walls with "period people" and established a thriving repertoire. This attractive and
colorful booklet will inspire you to catch at least one performance!
THE PAPAGO INDIANS AND THEIR BASKETRY: Texts and Photography by Terry DeWald. (Tucson, The Author [Box 52 14, 85703] 1979.
48p., illus., [part. col.], sketch map . paper, $7 .95, $8.95 postpaid)
DeWald obviously loves his Indian friends and his work with them, and
in the course of his studies and his contacts through trading he has learned
a great deal about a little-known but fairly numerous people whose lands
extended through the south-central Southwest into Mexico. About half
of the text relates the history of the Papagos, their religion, customs,
legends and other crafts, with the rest of the book devoted to a description of the preparation of materials for basket-making and the techniques
of basket-making. This is not a how-to book; it will give you a real appreciation of the intricate designs and the skill that goes into realizing them.
Many of the photographs are lovely, although a few are not of equal quality . DeWald does not give footnotes or a bibliography, so one cannot
know how much of his backgound information could be supplemented by
additional published material.
NACIMIENTOS: Nativity Scenes by Southwest Indian Artisans, by Guy
and Doris Monthan. (Flagstaff, Northland Press [Box N, 86001], 1979.
93p., col. illus., sketch map, index. paper, $9 .95)
Since the middle of this century many of the Indians of New Mexico/
Arizona have begun to fashion clay or wood Nacimientos, some painted
and some clothed. The Monthans became interested in this "first widespread expression of the Christian religion to emerge among the many
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artforms of the southwest Indian." The art seems to be spreading rapidly; at
last count the Monthans listed thirty-seven artists from fourteen pueblos. The work of seventeen artists from the pueblos is shown here, each
with a description of the designs characteristic of the artist and a brief
resume of an interview. The colored photographs are remarkably clear and
bright and the text is well-written. Because nativity scenes are popular in
Europe and Latin America the authors decided to include German and
Spanish versions of this text.
ALFRED KROEBER: A Personal Configuration, by Theodora Kroeber.
(Berkeley, University of California Press, 1979, c1970 . 296p ., illus., ports.,
index. $4.95)
Theodora Kroeber's biography of her husband must surely rank as one
of the best of its genre, a very special genre which attempts to delineate
the well-springs and circumstances which form, shape and direct the
course of a life . Writing with the warmth, understanding, tenderness and
lack of sentimentality which are hallmarks of her style, ·she adds a new
dimension to the memory of a distinguished scholar. This paperback
edition, published in the year of her own death, is a fitting memorial to a
remarkable couple.
WITH CUSTER IN '74; James Calhoun's Diary of the Black Hills Expedition, edited by Lawrence A. Frost. (Provo, Brigham Young University
Press, 1979. 140p., illus., ports., maps, notes, index. $12.95)
Custer's military reconnaissance of the Black Hills, an enormous oper~tion involving over I ,000 men, 110 wagons and ambulances and over
1500 horses, mules and cattle, was successfully executed and provoked no
hosilities with the Sioux, on whose reservation the Hills stood. It is, however, clear from Calhoun's diary, that the officers and reporters whose
logs and news stories were sent back were not thinking primarily of a location for a military outpost but of the farms, mines, towns and industries
the area ~ould support. Certainly the wildly inflated newspaper reports of
gold and other riches helped spur trespassers to illegal entry and to precipi-·
tate the fatal Little Big Horn confrontation two years later.
Frost realized that this diary, kept by Custer descendants, was actually
written by Calhoun, Custer's brother-in-law and assistant adjutant general.
Well supplied with notes and documents from other sources, it is an important contribution to our understanding of our history.
OUR POND and KLAMATHY, by Marion V. Allen . (Shingletown, Bear
Creek Trading Post [Box 65, 96088] 1978. 45p., illus. paper, $2.50
including postage)
Children will enjoy reading or sharing these stories and pictures of life
through each month in and around a country pond and of a stray puppy
who became a faithful companion.
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THE GRAVE OF JOHN WESLEY HARDIN: Three Essays on Grassroots
History, by C.L. Sonnichsen. (College Station, Texas A & M University
Press, 1979. 90p., bibliog. notes . Number Five: Essays on the American
West, sponsored by the Elma Dill Russel Spencer Foundation. $6.50)
A grassroots historian for fortyyears, Sonnichsen is also a gifted man
with the pen, and his writing is always captivating as well as informative.
These essays, reprinted with some changes, define the role of the grassroots historian and discuss the difficulties he faces in searching for facts
about unpleasant events like feuds or even in marking the grave of a
deceased gunman.
Grassroots history, says Sonnichsen, is finally coming into its own.
We can all be grateful that its devotees, especially Sonnichsen himself,
remained faithful to their avocation or vocation and preserved so much
priceless material.
THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST: An Index to People and Places in Books,
by Joseph Geraid Drazan. (Metuchen, N .J., Scarecrow Press [Box 656,
08840], 164p. $9.00)
Drazan stresses that this list is only the first step in unlocking the local
Pacific Northwest material included in countless published books, but it
is a first step which will be welcomed by historians, genealogists and reference librarians everywhere. He has, so to speak, merged the indexes of
320 English language books which deal with Alaska, Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, Montana, British Columbia and the Yukon, combining the entries
for people and places which give some information of substance, and
excluding only the most major individuals and cities (e.g., John McLoughlin, Seattle) or persons who were not settlers or residents of the area.
The resulting index includes C830 people and 2100 cities, towns and
forts .
Perhaps Drazan's work will inspire others to begin the task of indexing the many useful works which lack their own ind~x and to make this
compilation the base on which enlarged editions can be built. In the
meantime, his index will allow searchers to judge which of 320 books
they should use and which to safely ignore - and in research the latter
is of as great value as the former.
PIONEERING A MODERN SMALL BUSINESS: Wakefield Seafoods and
the Alaska Frontier, by Mansel G. Blackford. (Greenwich, Conn., JAI
Press (165 W. Putnam, 06830], 1979 . 210p., illus., ports., sketch maps,
tables, notes bibliog., index. Industrial Development and the Social
Fabric, Vol. 6 $24.50)
Blackford's history of Wakefield Seafoods from its genesis to the point
it merged with Norton Simon is well organized, thoroughly researched and
well written. He is no stranger to Alaska or to Wakefield (his father
captained the firm's first major ship for seven years), but there is no hint
of personal bias in his account of the struggles, successes and reversals the
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firm experienced in its development. Except in the fact that it was -conscious of itself as a pioneer undertaking on America's last frontier, Wakefield encapsulates the experience of many small business undertakings,
especially those of the nineteenth century, in its reliance on government
support, especially in the initial stages, in the fact that it brought in capital
and technical expertise from outside, in its recognition that initially high
exploitation had to be replaced by catches compatible with conservation
for sustained yield, as well as in its general devel~pment. Blackford explores the economic effect of the burgeoning industry on the Alaskan
economy, its labor policies and company towns, the political activities
of its directors in influencing legislation regarding quality control and
conservation, and especially in restricting Japanese and Russian encroachment. In other respects it is not so typical, but our understanding of our
socio-economic history would be greatly enriched by many more such
studies.
AROUND THE WORLD ON THE KAMCHATKA, 181 7- 1819, by V .M.
Golovnin. Translated, with an Introduction and Notes, by Ella Lury
Wisewell. Foreword by John J. Stephan. (Honolulu, Hawaiian Historical
Society and University Press of Hawaii, 1979. 353p., illus., col. frontis .,
appendices, maps, notes, bibliog ., index. $20.00)
Wisewell, born in the Russian Far East and emeritus professor of European languages at the University of Hawaii, prepared this first English
translation of Golovnin's voyage, one of thirty which set out from Kronshtadt to the Pacific, and one of twenty which completed successful circumnavigations. Although some accounts of these voyages (e.g., that of
Kotzebue) were translated, several were not, perhaps because they lacked
drama. Golovnin, who had a passion for accuracy and an acid pen, did not
hesitate to point out errors made by other navigators. He urged strong
actions against the Americans operating illegally near Alaska, as well as
a greater Russian presence in Northern California. He was a keen observer,
filling one volume with a narrative description of his voyage, the countries
visited and subjects of general interest. The second volume, not narrated
here, contained navigational details. Wiswell notes that Around The World
On The Kamchatka was out of print in Russian for years; since Russia
has emerged as a major Pacific power his works have been republished.
Her own translation is fluid and clear, and the reader who enjoyed Cook,
La Perouse and the rest should gain a different perspective from this
perceptive Russian narrative. It is refreshing to read a defense of the
California native's intelligence and ability!
THE HORSEMAN'S CATALOG, by Craig and Peter Norback, Consulting
Editor: Albert E . Hart, Jr. (New York, McGraw-Hill, 1979. 520 p., diagrs.,
$29 .95)
Here in one handy (though a little oversized) volume are the answers to
almost everything anyone could have ever wanted to know about horses
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and didn't know where to look. The sixty-four chapters cover it all there are lists of associations, publications, practitioners, dude ranches,
clubs, hospitals, breeders, racing, rodeos, for example, as well as buying
and selling, feeding, shoeing, harnesses, carriages, dressage, vaulting,
stables, trails and more.
In spite of the fact that this volume is a "catalog" and does contain an
amazing number of lists of people and places there is an adequate amount
of text to give good background for the different topics. The only thing
I miss is any bibliography of books, pamphlets or articles on horses to
supplement the text.
If you are a horse lover or if your library serves horse lovers the Horse
man's Catalog is a must.
I N THE PEOPLE IN THE LAND, A Collection of Western Writing, edited
by Art Cuelho. (Big Timber, MO, Seven Buffaloes Press, Box 214, 59011,
1977. 78p., illus., Black Jack #5, paper, $3.75)
OKIE FACES AND IRISH EYES, Writing from the American West, edited
by Art Cuelho . (Big Timber, MO, Seven Buffaloes Press, 1979. 76p.,
ill us. BlackJack No. 8. paper, $3.00)
PROUD HARVEST, Writing from the San Joaquin Valley. Art Cuelho,
Editor. (Big Timber, MO, Seven Buffaloes Press, 1979. 154p., illus. Valley
Grapevine issues two and three. paper, $4.75)
Fiction, poetry, and possibly a little autobiography dealing with western
themes or inspired by the west form these collections. Earthy, episodic
~nd impressionistic, the selections represent the current trend in creative
writing; Proud Harvest, in fact, is being used as a college text. Most of
the authors live in California and many of them were raised in the great
central valley .
THE GOURD BOOK, by Charles B. Heiser. (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1979.248 p., illus., (part col.), bibliog. $13.95)
The gourd, which may have been the first plant deliberately cultivated
by man, has played a vital part in the human history of the areas where it
flourished . Heiser, who has grown and hybridized gourds for years, describes the major types, concentrating on those usually grown for purposes
other than food. His text, intended for the general reader, has a wide
range of interest.
It is astounding to read of the wide range of uses which man has found
for the·se often beautiful or curious fruits. Almost all have been used for
charms or medicine, and the bottle gourds especially have served as utensils, dishes, pots, even one form of clothing, a medium for ornamentation
and for musical instruments. Heiser also relates myths, legends and fables
in which gourds play a vital role.
The Gourd Book will not only charm you with text and unusual pictures, it will change your attitude toward the fruit so often used today
solely for dec.or~tion and perhaps inspire you to plant some.
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SPEND ALL YOUR KISSES, MR. SMITH, by Jack Smith. (New York,
McGraw-Hill, 1979, c1978. 205p . paper, $2.95)
Smith's delightfully engaging account of how he attained father-in-law
and grandfather status is now available in paperback. A columnist for the
Los Angeles Times, Smith has a remarkable flair for holding the reader's
attention from the first sentence to the end. This autobiographical segment is not earth-shaking in importance, but it is funny, warm, touching,
interesting and absolutely captivating; it will restore your faith in the
human race and leave you asking for more. Don't miss it!
THE PRESERVATION AND RESTORATION OF SOUND RECORDINGS, by Jerry McWilliams (Nashville , American Association for State
and Local History (1400 8th Ave., South 37203], 1979. 138p., illus.,
bibliog., index. paper, $8.95; $7.00 to AASLH members)
Although the first recording devices date from a little over a century
ago, it is only recently, the author points out, that there has been much
concern for preserving the recordings that were produced from these
devices. Although there have been articles and pamphlets on aspects of
the subject, this is the first attempt to present a brief history of recording
devices and recordings, detailed instruction for the most current methods
of preserving and restoring them, product recommendations, a directory of
manufacturers and a directory of sound archives in the U.S. and Canada.
McWilliams is both a musician and a librarian; he speaks knowledgeably and
intelligently on both aspects of his subject. Private collectors and library
archivists alike can benefit from this "book of the century."
HORSEBACK HONEYMOON: The Vanishing Old West of 1907 Through
the Eyes of Two Young Artists in Love, by Dorothy Ballard, with Drawings and Photographs by Ella and Quincy Scott. (New York, Two Continents Publishing Group, Ltd. and Morgan Press (30 E. 42nd St., 10017]
1975. 246p., illus., ports., sketch map on lining papers, index. $8.95)
Dorothy Ballard, daughter of Ella and Quincy, remarks in her foreword that she and her brothers "possessed something unusual. Whatever distinctions our playmates might lay claim to, none of their parents
had set out to ride horseback from St. Paul to Seattle." And what a trip
it was! By 1907 the train had taken over and the auto was beginning to
appear. With a slender budget and a bare minimum of equipment, the
couple spent most of their nights beneath the open skies and cooked
most of their meals over a campfire. But, young, resilient and not only
in love but clear headed and basically practical (Quincy's father had been
a cavalry officer and Quincy was an excellent horseman) they enjoyed the
good, endured the storms (literal and figurative), welcomed hospitality and
withdrew from rebuffs. Both artists and gifted with a talent for verbal as
well as artistic description, they kept notes, wrote letters and sketched at
opportune moments. Quincy's story of their saga was never published; the
firm which accepted it failed, but, fortunately for us all, their daughter has
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recreated the journey for us.
Horseback Honeymoon will, it is true, offer a glimpse of the West before the "Old West" vanished. But its real charm and its permanent
attraction lies in the fact that it is simply one of the best writi.en, warmest,
most human, and touching stories of young love and high adventure you
can imagine - and no one can better its setting - the plains and mountains
of the American West!
THE AMERICAN SOLDIER, Set 1-4. Four sets of ten reproductions each
in full color, of paintings by H. Charles McBarron . Commissioned by the
Office of the Chief of Military Hi~tory, Department of the Army, as part
of the Army Historical Program. (Washington, D .C., Superintendent of
Documents, 1964, 1966, 1970, 1979 . $3.50 each, SuDocs nos. 008-02000227-7; 008-020-00227-5; 008-020-00225-9; 008-020-00760-9)
These forty paintings, reproduced in four sets for sale to the public,
were commissioned by the U.S. Army Center of Military History and executed by McBarron, the acknowledged master of military artists. The
carefully researched accuracy of the paintings and the clarity of Charles
Heller's accompanying text make these reproductions a permanently
valuable addition to libraries everywhere.
The first two sets cover the period from 1781-1885 and 1863-1963.
Set 3 fills in the early period and carries the date to 1965. Set 4 portrays
also Army activities in peacetime - it has, for example, a picture of
troops at Yellowstone apprehending poachers and another of soldiers
in San Francisco in 1906.
The reproductions, 7" x 9-3/4", are printed on 9" x 12-1/2" flat finish paper, suitable for framing or for storing in a portfolio. Since they
may not be reprinted it might be wise to purchase your sets promptly.
THE MIGHT OF THE WEST, by Lawrence R. Brown. (Washington, New
York, Joseph J. Binns, distributed by the David McKay Company [2 Park
Ave., N.Y. 10016], 1979, c1963. 562p., $20.00)
Brown seeks to interpret the rise of Western civilization and its uniqueness by contrasting it with the major cultures that preceded it. Challenging and often controversial, Might of the West requires a wide background
of basic historical knowledge to appreciate many of the author's theses
and comparisons.
THE GERMAN DIMENSION OF AMERICAN HISTORY, by Joseph
Wandel. (Chicago, Nelson-Hall. 238p., bibliog., index. $13.95, paper
$7.95)
Wandel, fearing a Russian takeover of all Germany and a second imprisonment, fled to America in 1952. Hard work enabled him to complete
his education through the doctorate and brought employment in the
Department of Modern Languages at Loyola.
This interesting and useful compilation of German ethnics who made a
significant contribution to making the American dream a reality is his gift
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to his adopted country. Obviously, to cover the entire period from Peter
Minuit in 1626 through Wernher von Braun in 1969 requires much condensation and omission, but Wandel succeeds in presenting a logically
divided text (by area, type of activity, culture traits, types of contribution) which reads well in spite of being packed with assorted facts and
statistics.
With such a wealth of material there are bound to be some inaccuracies.
For example, Weber, whose large land-grant holdings and business acumen
made the city he founded the gateway to the southern mines, is allotted
one sentence: "Karl M. Weber founded Stockton Mining Company in
Stockton, San Joachin (sic) County," and is indexed as Weber, Carl M.
All in all, however, The German Dimension of American History is a
valuable contribution to our appreciation of the diverse elements which
have helped shape our nation.
THE GREAT PLAINS: Environment and Culture, Edited by Brian W.
Blouet and Frederick C. Luebke. (Lincoln, published by the Univeristy
of Nebraska Press for the Center for Great Plains Studies, University of
Nebraska, Lincoln, 1979. 246p ., illus., table, charts, bibliogs. $15.95)
These twelve essays, part of a series presented at the Cultural Heritage
of the Plains Symposium held April 13-15, 1977, were selected to represent views of scholars who appear to consider environment the primary
force in Great Plains "regional unity" and those who would seem to favor
cultural factors as more significant.
- The essays touch many aspects of adaptation, especially the problems of
agriculture and irrigation, political attitudes and the effects of a sparse and
scattered population. Luebke's thoughtful and thought-provoking introduction gives an excellent overview and discusses each selection in relation
to the main theses .
SUN UP TO SUN DOWN : Understanding Solar Energy, by Shawn Buckley
(New York, McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1979. 166p., illus., glossary,
index . An Energy Learning Systems Book. paper, $6 .95)
Buckley avoids complicated mathematical formulas by using a fluid
analogy to explain solar heating. Many clear diagrams demonstrate the
methods of gathering and using heat from the sun in terms which even the
non-mechanically inclined can grasp.
Sun Up To Sun Down will not tell you what solar system is best for
your home in your geographical location, but it will give you the knowledge you need to ask the right questions before you decide.
AUSTRALIAN DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY. General Editors: Bede
Nairn and Geoffrey Serle. v.7, 1891-1939, A-Ch. (Melbourne, Melbourne
University Press, distributed by ISBS (Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116]
1979 . 647p., bibliogs. $37.50)
This volume is the first of six planned for the third and final section of
the Aust ralian Dictionary of Biography. Two have been issued for the
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period from 1788 to 1850 and four for the period from 1851 to 1890.
The six h un dred and fifty entries, by some four hundred and sixty-nine
authors, include men and women from all segments of Australian life.
In preparing the Dictionary a cooperative effort has been made to include
not only leaders in politics, business, the professions, etc., but also less
well known names as "representative of ethnic and social minorities ...
or as innovators, notorities or eccentrics". The entries, ranging from a
column to several pages in length, seem uniformly interesting, and each
contains a short bibliography.
An outstanding addition to Australian scholarship and a must for
libraries everywhere, the ADB is nevertheless an eminently readable
collection.
THE PEAKS OF LYELL, by Geoffrey Blainey. (Carlton, Victoria, Melbourne University Press, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove OR
97116] 1978, cl954. 341 p ., illus., ports., diagrs., sketch maps, appendix, bibliog., index. paper, $11.75)
A brief postscript in this fourth printing updates the significantly revised and rewritten 196 7 edition of the story of this great Australian copper mine, developed and dominated by the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company. This enormous mine, located in the west coastal area of
Tasmania where the mountains had to be first conquered by a railroad,
has yielded millions of tons at millions of dollars. It has survived crisis
after crisis in its seventy-year history, and once again the plummeting
price of copper threatens it with closure.
THE PROFESSION OF A CIVIL ENGINEER: Papers Written for Jack
William Roderick by Former Students. Edited by D . Campbell-Allen &
E .H. Davis. (Sydney University Press, distributed by ISBS, 1979. 229p.,
illus., ports., diagrs., tables, references. $21.00)
The papers Roderick's pupils have written in his honor cover a wide
range of topics in civil engineering, including urban planning, urban transit and applied ecology.
JAPAN AND THE DECLINE OF THE WEST IN ASIA 1894-1943, by
Richard Storry (New York, St. Martin's Press, 1979. 186p., notes, bibliog.,
index. The Making of the Twentieth Century . $28.95)
The volumes of the series, The Making of the 20th Century, are intended to illumine "significant and often controversial events and themes of
world history in the present century." This study traces the development
of Japan into a world power following the forced opening of its ports to
foreign trade. The author seems to feel that the undesired intrusion by
the West resulted in the rise of Japanese nationalism and a concomitant
drive to expand into the Asian mainland. He points out that although
Japan was defeated in 1945 the role of the Western powers in Asia was
sharply reduced so that except for the unresolved China-Soviet dispute
the West has been effectively excluded from Asia.
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BEAN FEAST: An International Collection of Recipes for Dried Beans,
Peas and Lentils, by Valerie Turvey. Illustrated by Valerie Turvey. (San
Francisco, 101 Productions [834 Mission, 94103], 1979. 160p., illus., index.
paper, $5.95)
As an art student on a restricted budget but fortunate enough to work
during vacations at hotels and restaurants, Turvey quickly learned to make
the most of the bean. These 220 recipes present imaginative and tasty
ways to serve legumes from 42 countries. From soups to sweetmeats
the recipes represent countries from Argentina to Yugoslavia with Turvey
originals added for good measure.
FLAVORS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA : Recipes from Indonesia, Thailand
& Vietnam. Indonesia by Maudie Horsting & Frona de Lannoy, Thailand

by Jeffrey Davis and Vietnam by Lan Cao. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1979. 168p., illus., glossary, index. paper, $5.95)
These three Southeast Asia cuisines, the ones best known in our country, are distinctive, so that this 101 cookbook is really three separate books
in one. Davis, the only author not originally from Asia, lived there for 10
years as a medical worker and researcher, and all the authors have special
qualifications. Flavors of Southeast Asia offers 180 ways to expand our
gastronomic horizons to take advantage of some of the new and exotic
foods from the Orient now appearing in more and more stores. The
authors have included basic cooking techniques and culinary customs,
and a glossary explains the native foods.
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ROWENA GRANICE
by R. Dean Galloway
The romantic stories of Rowena Granice Steele won for her only
slight mention in the annals of early California literature, but they
enabled her to triumph over a fate that would have crushed a less
creative and determined woman. She survived desertion by her
husband in California of the 1850's by writing, publishing, and selling
melodramatic Victorian stories and thus became known as the first
California woman novelist. Her own turbulent life reads like one of
her novels replete with misfortunes and trials over which the poor, but
honest, heroine triumphs because of her strong character and
indomitable courage. Unlike her stilted storybook characters, Rowena
Granice was a genuinely heroic figure who brought culture to the
crude frontier and for 40 years gave leadership to liberal causes in the
San Joaquin Valley.
Rowena Granice was born in Goshen, Orange County, New York,
on June 20, 1824, the second daughter of Harry and Julia Grannis.
She moved with her parents to New York City in 1830 and was educated there, mostly by her mother, who according to Rowena was a
highly cultured woman . Her father died before Rowena was 12 years
old leaving her mother with a family of five children to raise. 2 Her
brother, John, was about 19, but her youngest sister, Fanny, was only
seven years old.
In 1844 Rowena married Thomas N. Claughley, who for a number
of years was proprietor of the extensive Furniture Warerooms in New
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York City. A son, Harry Hale, was born on December 3, 1849, and a
second son, George Law, was born April 17, 1853. 3 For some
unknown reason, Claughley departed for California in 1853 leaving
Rowena and the two small children in New York. She earned a living
as an actress in P.T . Barnum's American Museum from August, 1852,
until1856, playing the leading role in "Yankee Girl" and other plays . •
When Barnum sold the American Museum, Rowena came to
California to join her husband and ·arrived in San Francisco on the
steamer "Golden Age" on March 14, 1856. She left the boys in New
York until she could get settled in San Francisco. 5 The New York
Sunday Times reported her departure for California:
Mrs. Granice - This lady, so well known for her popular readings of the drama, as
well as for the remarkable versatility of talent as an actress, performing as she has done,
Lady McBeth and lively Yankee characters with equal grace and success, leaves in the
next steamer, we understand fo r San Francisco. Her genius will win her a warm
welcome wherever she may find herself.

The Alta Californian took notice of her arrival:
Mrs. Rowena Granice- This lady, who is not unknown to fame on the Atlantic side
as an accomplished actress and delineator of the Yankee character, arrived in San
Francisco by the Golden Age, and will soon appear upon our theatrical boards .'

Rowena's debut on April 7, 1856, was a success :
... Miss Granice made her debut at the Un ion last evening and appeared in the
"Dumb Girl of Oran" and in the "Yankee Housemaid" in which she sustained the
Yankee character of "Jemima Sunflower" very admirably. This is the line of character
in which she excells, and which will secure for her in San Francisco crowded houses.'

In her engagement at the Union Theatre in San Francisco she introduced two new plays, i.e. , "The Yankee Housemaid" on April 7,
1856, and lchabod's Come", on April 8, 1856, both anonymously
authored. 8 Probably they were written by Miss Granice for her own
performances .
Following her successful engagement in San Francisco, Rowena
opened at the Sacramento Theatre on May 7, and played to well-filled
houses for eight performances . She took a benefit for herself on May
10, and on her last two appearances she was on the same program with
the famous Edwin Booth. Her performances were described as
"sprightly" and "they drew forth many hearty laughs". In "Old
Folks at Home", another anonymous play, performed in Sacramento
on May 10, 1856, she sang as well as acted . •
In the early summer of 1856, Rowena opened the "Gaieties, Temple
of Mirth and Song" at No. 77 Long Wharf in San Francisco. It was a
theatre and barroom of the least expensive order, costing only one bit
(12Y2 cents) for admission . Yet it was the most outstanding of the
"bit" theatres in San Francisco at the time. Descriptions of the
"Gaieties" are given in several accounts but they all draw heavily
upon an eyewitness account by Thaddeus S. Kenderdine in 1858.' 0
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Kenderdine is untrustworthy because of his tendency to color the facts
in order to tell a good story, but it is the best account available.
In I 858 the part of the city, covering what once had been the bay, had so extended
that a view parallel with the front and taking in the upper town made San Francisco
resemble a recumbent giantess, a little tipsy, or rather "half seas over," with her feet in
the water, and with the contents of her widespreading lap in danger of dropping
through the fragile apron. Beneath the flat, where now were filth and mud, and the
swash of waves as they climbed and fell back from the slimy wharf timbers, once ships
were moored, and here, deserted by their gold-greedy crews, some lay rotting, until
enclosed by wharf and street they became absorbed in the growing town. The
architecture of this built-over portion was shabby enough, and consisted mainly of
warehouses , offices connected with shipping, junk shops, Jew clothing stores, Chinese
laundries and low groggeries. The hollow square, which these buildings surrounded,
was the dumping place for superfluous material from the high ground overlooking the
bay, as well as for the odds and ends which communities generally surreptitiously throw
into such places. On the planked streets, after the arrival of States' steamers and other
craft, drays thundered back and forth, confidence men played their little games on incoming passengers, hotel runners did their work, and bootblacks left their shining marks.
One day in my saunterings over this portion of the city I came across one of the
places of amusement ... It was of no greater pretension than scores of the rickety
buildings surrounding it, except that it was of two stories. The bar-room was as prom inent a part of the premises as the liquor announcement was of the posters, as the audience was forced to pass through it to get to the "auditorium ."
The manager was Miss Rowena Granice .. . I saw her in the trying light of day
standing - leaning from a sort of inside balcony above the bar-room - like another
Juliet, or rather like the grandmother of that interesting young woman, although on her
face paint, powder and paste had done their work, until she looked like a flamboyant
fright ... The Romeo who played to this Juliet was a rotund German, who, from his
position on the bar-room floor, invited her to step down from her perch and take a
drink with him; a request she coyly agreed to .
Miss Rowena, in spite of this uncomplimentary introduction, seemed like one who
had been the possesser of good looks and an actress of note, but who, on account of loss
of personal attractions rather than of professional ability, had been obliged to leave
more aristocratic boards for this humble theatre. Enterprising, if old and faded, she had
managed her "Gaieties" until it was at the head of its class .
. . . easy of access was the "Bit Theatre." Passing through the purgatorial barroom, a place reeking with the fumes of tobacco and liquor, I gave the "open sesame"
of a "bit" to a willing recipient, and was ushered into the room adjoining . On entering
through a vista of smoke I saw a row of "tallow dips," and behind them the mimic
stage. In front of these, on a floor some ten yards square, were rows of tables, around
which were the theatrical as well as the vinous guests of the "Gaieties." Before these
were placed by the attentive waiters the wished-for liquids from the adjoining room.
Around three sides of the building was a gallery; the whole seating about three hundred
people.
The view on entering was unique. Enveloped in dense fumes of tobacco, the audience
was drinking and talking. It was a melange of rough miners, fresh from the mountains
and now on their way home to the States, and conspicuous for their shaggy beards and
weapons; inoffensive looking gamblers seeking whom they might devour, and curious
sight-seers. Mingled among them were a number of boys of various ages and sizes to
match .
I secured a seat near the stage ~ For companion I had a specimen of the genus small
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boy, the lad who gets familiar and ends by getting impudent. I fo und him throughout
the evening a source of entertainment and general information. As a theatrical critic he
was good - for his age. He was well acquainted with the three minor actors, who were
young like himself. As there was no way from the street to the stage except through the
auditorium, the players were obliged to make ingress among the audience. As they
passed us my little friend addressed them in quite a familiar way, though, to do him
justice, more from a desire to show me his acquaintance with them than from any lack
of respect. Not so with some of his fellows. These spoke to them in words neither
becoming nor complimentary. The young actors bore these pinthrusts into their dignity
with the nonchalance of veteran tragedians when receiving sentient attention from a
demonstrative lobby. Disappearing through a side door they left the audience expecting
their reappearance. At length the bell announcing the rising of the curtain was heard,
and simultaneous with its ringing there was a hush in the ubiquitous conversation and
clink of glasses, and soon commenced the performance of "Brigham Young; or, The
Prophet's Dream ." This was a mixture of comedy and tragedy, the former preponderating. The Prophet was represented by a celebrated acrobat, whose main forte was in
tying himself up in bow-knots, but who, in a pinch, could figure in the drama . His
Sultana was the ripe-aged Miss Rowena, his other wives being represented by three
juvenile actors, arrayed in female garments, and who created a great amount of amusement by their efforts to adapt themselves to their parts . The only efforts made to carry
dignity into the play were by the two leading characters, and, to do justice, they did well
under trying circumstances; but alas! their efforts were not appreciated by their
listeners, who would loudly laugh at and guy them during affecting scenes . Unaskedfor advice and unseemly remarks would discompose the Sultana while in heroic attitude
she prepared to slay the faithless Prophet, while the high-tragedy voice and action of the
latter were turned into ridicule. Especially were assaults made on the dignity of poor
Brigham when, after performing in an affecting scene, he came in front of the curtain in
the role of a "supe," to extinguish the footlights, in order that the room might be
darkened to the proper consistency while he indulged in his dream. In the face of a
battery of uncomplimentary remarks he accomplished his humble mission, and then
retired to reappear in his remarkable vision, in which the ghost of his murdered wife was
to awaken him to consciousness, remorse and penitence. The only appreciated acting
was done by the young actors in female rig , who, at last ignoring the characters in which
they were designed to act, seemed only possessed with a desire to amuse the audience;
and this they did until the clouds of tobacco swayed to and fro with the shock s of convulsive laughter underlying them .
During the performance of this play my friend, the small boy, rendered me great service . Entertaining me with critiques on the actors and their style, he told me the names
of his friends as they came upon the scene. My small boy was of the dignified pattern,
and did not join his fellows in their ridicule of the actors, but confined his remarks to
me, as also the smoke of a large cigar he was puffing.
Following the play was a series of acrobatic feats by the late Brigham , and then a
dance by one of the boys. Next came a song by a little girl of twelve years, who, on
account of the homliness of her last name, was si mply known as "Miss Lottie" on the
bills. The dance was accomplished to the entire satisfaction of the audience, but, owing
to hoarseness, Lottie broke down amid the "Shells of the Ocean ." T hrice she essayed
the effort and as often failed. The miners, many of whom had known her when among
the mountains on a professional tour, sympathized with her condition as much as they
wanted to hear her sing, and it was amusing to listen to them in their rough but kind
tones encouraging her to go on. At last, getting into a pet at her failure, she ran off the
stage amid the applause of her friends ...
The performance was over, and by this time the lights in the vitiated air were burning
blue. Odors at variance with those of" Araby the Blest" filled the air from the floor to
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the ceiling. The attentions of the waiters on their guests had had thei r natural effect.
The drinking part of the audience was getting uproarious. Omens of a continuation of
the evening performances were making themselves manifest, and thinking a bed in a
hotel preferable to a muss in a place like this , I left the "Gaieties" and, passing through
the thronged bar-room, emerged to the silent and gloomy world without.
. .. Conducted and patronized by a class less reputable than those belonging to
places of amusement of higher pretensions, I will say that at thi s particular theatre there
was nothing said or acted on the stage of an offensive nature, which is praise, even if of
the negative kind. Furnishing amusement to their mi scellaneous audiences through their
very incompetencies, the actors philosophically bore the indignities heaped upon
them ... "

Kenderdine's description of Rowena as old and faded at 34 may be
balanced against her success on the stage only three years earlier and
by another account of her 23 years later. The San Francisco Chronicle
in 1881 said of her, ''This lady who was almost one of the California
pioneers, and has led a most laborious life is a tall, brown haired
woman, with sweet, gently molded face, and a suspicion of skepticism
creeps over the hearer when told that she is now nearly fifty-seven
years of age." 12 His account of her drinking with a customer is
completely out of character . She strongly opposed drinking in her
writings prior to 1858, and she later became a crusader in the temperance movement. Her drunkard husband was also a constant lesson of
the evils of alcohol. While the "Gaieties" sold liquor, it is doubtful if
Rowena drank any of it.
The "Gaieties" probably closed as a theatre late in the fall of 1856
or, if it continued, it did so without the services of Miss Granice until
the spring of 1859. She was performing at the Metropolitan Theatre in
San Francisco on March 10, 1857, 13 and was "lessee and manageress"
of theatres in Sacramento from June through September, 1857. 14
Whether Rowena reunited with Tom Claughley in San Francisco is
not clear. Another eyewitness said that she lived at the "Gaieties"
with him, 15 but Rowena later said that Claughley had taken up with
another woman before her arrival in San Francisco and she never had
anything more to do with him. 16 It appears that she had some
financial arrangements with him, if not domestic arrangements, as
will be seen.
Rowena had used her maiden name on the stage in New York, and
she retained it for public life in San Francisco. In her disgust with
Claughley she even changed the names of her sons to her stage name
of Granice . The boys arrived in California in March of 1857 and
moved with their mother to Sacramento where they lived for two years
in a "humble little cottage" on N Street between 3rd and 4th Streets. 17
Claughley remained in San Francisco.
Rowena supported her family during these years by writing and
giving parlor entertainments throughout the state, especially in the
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mining towns, but, according to her never remaining away from the
boys more than six or eight weeks at a time. During the fall and winter
months she employed her time in writing sketches, poems, and
domestic stories for papers and magazines, e.g. the Golden Era, Fireman's Journal, and the mountain newspapers. Her first story, a
romance of 14 columns entitled, "Dora Fielding; or, the Actress
Debut," was published in 1857 in the California Spirit of the Times.
She collected some of her writings into a 40-page volumn entitled, The
Family Gem: Miscellaneous Stories which was published in
Sacramento in 1858. She often went with her two boys to dispose of
her literary productions door to door in the mountain towns . 18
Rowena recalled her life in Sacramento during a visit there in 1890:
... Parties of half-starved, gaunt literary and theatrical women of refined manners
and slim purses used to meet and each would contribute their mite towards a good fat
chicken, and all would join in preparing a dinner which when served would be fit for a
queen or a number of queens:"

It was at this time that a curious event occurred that occasioned
some comment in the newspapers. The Sacramento Bee carried the
following story :
SINGULAR THEATRICAL MARRIAGE - From a certificate of marriage exhibited to several parties, we learn that on Friday, March 5, Rev. J.A. Benton united in
marriage in this city, J.P . Addams, the well-known Yankee comedian, and Rowena
Granice. An attempt has been made to keep the matter private, but the showing of the
marriage certificate let it out. What strikes us as singular about it is, that a few weeks
ago we published a notice, signed "N. Claughley", forbidding anyone to credit his wife,
Rowena Granice, on his account, and a few months since we published a card, written
by Mr. Claughley, under the diction of Miss Granice, where in she was claimed as his
wife ... 20

Constance Rourke enlarged the story to state that Addams
'' . . . had once been the head of a large Mormon colony . Poor Miss
Gran ice seemed as deeply intrigued by Mormons in life as in art." 21
The latter remark came from Kenderdine's account of the "Gaieties"
producing a play called "Brigham Young." The Mormon records do
not list a J .P. Addams and the coincidence of the play about Brigham
Young is not striking when one remembers that a different play was
produced almost every night at the "Gaieties" and the Mormons were
a subject of great interest at that time in California. There is nothing
in Rowena's life or writings to indicate that she was ever intrigued or
even interested in the Mormons. The certificate of marriage, however,
is registered in the County Courthouse though no record of a divorce
from Claughley nor an annulment of the marriage to Addams can be
found. Therefore this incident must remain a mystery until more
evidence is discovered.
In a chapter on actresses in The Family Gem, Rowena decries the
practice of secretly planting defamatory articles in the newspapers
against an actress who is "too pretty, or too talented." 22
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Miss Granice reopened the "Gaieties" in San Francisco in midApril of 1859, advertising it in the California Police Gazette as "The
Temple of Mirth and Song. " 23 Claughley, who had been living in San
Francisco as a furniture upholsterer at 19 Sacramento Street,
attempted to reassert his real or imagined rights as the husband of
Rowena. He was probably angry at her because she would not give
him money or liquor to continue his drunken ways. For whatever
reason, he tried to close the theatre on August 9, 1859, and the event
was reported in the newspapers .
NOW AT THE GAIETIES. - Miss Rowena Granice, wife of Thomas Claughly,
and that personage, have been indulging in a bit of a row . It appears that Claughly
bought the "Gaieties" for $900, and promised to give Miss Granice a bill of sale for the
place as soon as she should have paid for it. She claims to have done so, and that he has
not given her the bill of sale, while Claughly claims that the place is his. Yesterday
Claughly locked it up, and Miss Granice knocked it open with a hatchet. He had her
arrested, and while she was at the police station giving bail , he locked it up again. She
went back, found it locked, and again burst it open with a hatchet, and declares she will
keep it open."

Miss Granice did win the case but that did not end her troubles. She
was unable to make enough money with the "Gaieties". The name
was changed to "The Varieties" on August 13, 1859, but it didn't
help. 24• She was so pressed that Lotta Crabtree out of sympathy and
gratitude gave a benefit performance of "Uncle Tom's Cabin" for her
on December 23, 1859, but the theatre closed within six months. 25
Claughley died on June 23, 1860, of tuberculosis and was buried in the
Lone Mountain Cemetery.
Rowena continued to live in San Francisco in a dwelling on the east
side of Dupont Street near Green and her boys went to public schools.
She resumed her writing career, and in 1860 she completed a novelette
of 40 pages, entitled Victims of Fate, which gave her the distinction of
being the first woman novelist of California . It was privately printed,
and probably at her own expense, but it was worth the effort because
no fewer than 5,000 copies were sold. 26 It professes to give incidents in
the life of David C. Broderick, interwoven with fiction, according to
the editor of the Nevada Journal. 27 No copies have yet been located.
On June 13, 1861, Rowena Granice was married to Robert Johnson
Steele at Salmon Falls in Placer County. How they met and courted is
not recorded . Steele was the editor and publisher of the Democratic
Signal in Auburn, California, at the time . Probably they had met in
Placer County during one of Rowena's tours of the mountains to
bring theatre to the miners or to sell her books. Perhaps they met
again in San Francisco during a visit of Steele's to arrange for the
printing of the first Directory of Placer County, which he published in
1861. In any event they settled with the two boys in Auburn soon after
the marriage, and Rowena's life turned away from the cities into the
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career of rural journalism for most of her remaining forty years .
Her new husband was a Southerner who had fought in the Mexican
War. 28 H e had come across the plains to California in 1849 where he
mined gold for two years on the American River returning to
Mississippi with several thousand dollars. Steele came back to
California in 1852 and began mining in Columbia where he was so
successful that he invested some of his profits in the Columbia
Gazette. Finding the newspaper business more to his liking than
mining he sold his claim and became a journalist for the rest of his
life. Intensely interested in politics and contentious by nature, he
made enemies wherever he went, but he was considered by his colleagues to be a good editor and publisher. He edited or published the
Columbia Gazette until1857. From 1858 through December, 1860, he
published the Placer Courier. He sold out and moved to Auburn
where he purchased the Democratic Signal. In the summer of 1861 he
changed the name of the paper to the States Rights Journal thinking to
express a great principle in opposition to Republicanism. but the times
were not receptive to such an advocate and it lasted only a few weeks .
Robert Steele, Rowena, and her two sons continued to live in
Auburn until the spring of 1862 . Presumably he was connected with
the Union Advocate which succeeded the States Rights Journal . Mrs.
Steele's new novel, Leonnie St. James; or, The Suicide's Curse!, was
printed at the Union Advocate office in 1862. She and her sons
peddled her books from door to door through the mountain
counties. 29 She later told of selling lunches to the miners, also. 30
In June of 1862 the Steele family came to Snelling to start the
Merced Banner. The story of that newspaper is best presented in Mrs .
Steele's own account:
The press and material which had been purchased by Mr. Steele, was that which had
been used in the office of the Stanislaus Index, at Knight's Ferry, Stanislaus County .
After arrangements had been made, such as securing a good list of subscribers at five
dollars each, and a respectable number of ads, a room for an office and a dwelling for
the family, the next thi ng was to get the press and type over that thirty miles of road
between Knight's Ferry and Snelling, then the county seat of Merced.
Mr. Peter Fee, Sr., a highly respectable Norwegian gentleman, who lived two miles
from the town of Snelling, stepped forward and offered to bring it over with his ox team. His offer was gladly accepted, and on the twenty-fifth of June, 1862," a large
number of people gathered in the little town and with nervous expectation watched the
coming of the bovine procession. They were not kept long in suspense, for before the
sun sank on that bright June day, the horns of the oxen were seen, then the whole team
and wagon, with its precious freight and brave driver, came winding down the bluff,
and as the procession neared the town shouts loud and strong went up, and their sou nd
mingled with the dust, and the cheering was kept up until the tired oxen stopped in front
of the office. Strong men volunteered to lift and carry, and in a short time everything
belonging to a country printing office was safely landed inside the door. Then of course
they all adjourned to the hotel to celebrate.
The next day Mr. Steele, with his little step-sons, Harry and George Granice, aged
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respectively nine and twelve years, set to work in good earnest to get out the first issue .
Mr . Steele had promised the people that they should have the Banner the morning after
the glorious Fourth . So with his little typesetter and roller-boy he divided his time
between the type and his pen, while Mrs. Steel plied the pen and scissors in the interest
of her department. And true to promise, the paper went forth on the fifth of J uly, 1862.
Copies of the paper were sent gratuitously to one or more post offices in all the Western
and Southern States.
The Banner was a Democratic paper, but not disloyal. It was not Democratic enough
for some. Things were getting so unpleasant that Mrs. Steele withdrew her name from
the paper as editress; still she continued to write domestic stories and pleasant locals.
But a change came! One morning in February, 1864, "at about eight o'clock, while
Mr. Steele was engaged in printing cards, the office door was thrown open and he found
himself surrounded by a band of men dressed in blue and armed to the teeth. Four of
them leveled their guns and requested him to step out into the street. "What is your
business , gentlemen?" he said. "We have come to destroy this press and type," was the
reply. Mr. Steele walked out, and they commenced the destruction. Mrs . Steele, who
was busy preparing breakfast in a back room, hearing the terrible noise, caught up her
infant son32a and ran to the office door, but was ordered back. The scene was one of
terror and confusion for about ten minutes, then the work was done; the type scattered,
the press broken in pieces and the stove, which was full of fire, was upset, and the office
was in a blaze . The brave fellows(?) twenty-eight in number, then rode off, calling out,
"We are a band of brothers on our own hook."*
The fire was extinguished by Mrs. Steele and her little sons. Hundreds of men
gathered in town as the news spread of the destruction, and by noon the Court House
yard was filled with excited people . But like many other things the excitement died
away, and no one was injured save Mr. Steele and his family. But even with this dark
prospect Mr. Steele soon picked up the type and got the press mended and went on with
the paper. So with the aid of half a dozen little boys who volunteered, the type was all
put into pans and Harry and George Steele commenced distributing. Mr. Steele, with
the assistance of some friendly neighbors, got the press up on a wooden leg, and the
week following a very small Banner came out of the chaos. 33
A few weeks later, a man by the name of Pierce came to Snelling, and by his bland
manners and smooth tongue induced a wealthy gentleman, a resident of the county, to
advance him the money to purchase the good-will and remnants of the office .

The man by the name of P ierce who purchased the Banner was
really Lovick Pierce Hall, a copperhead newspaperman, who apparently was using the alias of William Hall or William Pierce at this
time. He had been arrested in January, 1863, for disloyal practices as
co-editor and co-publisher of the Visalia Equal Rights Expositor. Hall
published only a few issues of the Merced Democrat during the month
of July before being arrested again on J uly 24, 1864, for treasonable
acts . He was apparently promptly released upon signing an oath of
loyalty and posting a bond, but the newspaper was defuncL 35
The Mariposa Gazette reported that the Democrats of Snelling were
attempting to start another newspaper 36 and that Hall was urging
Steele to continue the Merced Democrat. 37 With the election
approaching they probably felt the need for an organ of expression .
Furthermore every county needed an official newspaper in which to
publish its official business and legal notices . Another newspaper, the
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Merced Record, was started in October, 1864, but not by the Steeles. 38
Apparently they decided to seek their fortunes elsewhere. They left
Snelling sometime in the fall of 1864.
Though only one issue of the Merced Banner is known to exist (November 21, 1863) much of the content of the paper was reprinted in the
History of Merced County, California. 39 The sincere editorial tone, emphasis on local news, and promotion of Merced County is characteristic
of all of the Steele newspapers. The loyalty of the editor and of the local
Democratic party was demonstrated in a resolution that was printed in
the paper in 1862,' 0 but they were sharply critical of military arrests and
jailing of dissenters. Undoubtedly, it was the criticism of the military
which brought about the destruction of the Banner.
Snelling was reported to be a hotbed of secession during the Civil
War. It celebrated the federal defeat at Bull Run in 1861 with cannon
salutes and P .D. Wigginton was reported campaigning for
"secession" candidates accompanied by a singer whose favorite songs
were "We'll Hang Abe Lincoln to a [Sour Apple] Tree" and "We'll
Drive the Bloody Tyrant From Our Dear Native Soil. " 41 On the other
hand a military report in 1862 stated that though many of the proSouthern citizens of Snelling were personally embittered they were all
willing to pay government tax without reisitance or opposition . There
was no indication of an armed organization among them. 42
*It was afterwards ascertained that this ruthless set of fellows were a company of United
States Cavalry, who had been sent from Benicia to Visalia under Captain Starr but had
become so unruly that the Captain had sent a request to headquarters to have them
exchanged for a company of Infantry, and they were on their way back to Benicia and
had reached Hill's Ferry, when they proposed to cross over to Snelling and "bust up the
Banner office ." Captain Starr refused to accompany them, and being defenseless with
twenty-eight armed men on a desert, he could not detain them . The excuse of the ruffians was that certain articles reflecting upon them as soldiers had appeared in the
Banner, and they would have their revenge . 34

The lone surviving copy of the Merced Banner is almost entirely
devoted to editorials and news items that give encouragement and
sympathy to the South in the Civil War. The first three columns of the
front page are given to a letter from W.C. Rives, a southerner. It is
headed by the following words of the editor, "NO CAUSE FOR
DESPONDENCY. The weak nerved, faint hearted friends of the
South, in her struggle for liberty and independence, will receive an
encouragement from the letter .. . '' The remainder of the page, most
of Page two and two columns of Page three present articles, news
stories and editorials opposing the war, conscription, and infringements on state's rights .
Other material in the issue includes some local news and a long
editorial opposing a proposed law to require cattlemen to fence their
land. The editor states that the farmers should plant hedges around
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their land to keep out the cattle!
The appearance of the issue is not very attractive. The presswork is
poor; the paper is rought and cheap; and the ink is too light. This was
the quality of printing that remained the mark of newspapers printed
on the first press of Merced County.
Steele's reputation for disloyalty, if not treason, resulting from the
soldiers' destruction of the Merced Banner made it extremely difficult
for him to find employment. He was refused jobs in Aurora, Genoa,
and other towns in Nevada and California expressly on account of
that action. 43 According to L. W. Talbott, Steele claimed that he
became "an itinerant type-picker and occasional editor in other
portions of the state." 44 During his absence from Snelling from 1864
until1868, he was foreman of the Tuolumne City News from its origin
in February 28, 1868, until he returned to Snelling. Steele left
Tuolumne City with the good wishes of his employer who was a crusading Democratic editor also. Steele got out a good-looking paper
and could be relied upon to work without supervision, thereby permitting J .D. Spencer, the editor and publisher, to do a great deal of traveling for the purposes of politicking and soliciting business. 45
It is unlikely that Mrs. Steele was in Tuolumne City very much
during that time, because she was never mentioned in any of the
articles of the newspaper. She was not the kind of person to be
ignored, always having some project or activity that made news.
Probably she was busy most of the time touring the mining towns
giving "parlor entertainments," i.e., readings, recitations, and comic
songs . The Mariposa Gazette mentions her appearances in Mariposa,
Snelling, and Woodbridge. The editor, who did not often speak kindly
of Democrats wrote this:
We understand that Mrs . Rowena Granice Steele intends to visit Mariposa about the
22nd inst. for the purpose of giving one of those pleasing parlor entertainments for
which she is so justly celebrated . .. . This lady has suffered many trials and misfortunes in the last few years, and with failing health ·and a young family entirely dependent upon her exertions we sincerely hope that her reception will be a sympathetic and
substantial one."

One of those misfortunes during these times when she appears to
have been separated from her husband is recorded in the Woodbridge
Messenger:
Incendiary. - The Amador Dispatch learns that the house of Mrs. Rowena G.
Steele, situated on Deadman's Bar, in Tuolumne County, was burned on the morning
of the ninth inst. Mrs. Steele was sick in bed at the time, and only made her escape by
the presence of mind and heroism of her oldest son, a lad of about seventeen summers,
who carried his mother from the burning flames to a place of safety. The rest of the
persons in the house, consisting of a hired man and three children, escaped as the tim bers of the burning building was falling. It will be remembered that Mrs. Steele and her
little son had during the past summer been engaged in giving theatrical entertainments,
from which she realized a suffiency to purchase a home for herself and children. The
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fire is supposed to have been the work of an incendiary."

The Steeles came back to Snelling in August 1868 to revive the
Weekly Merced Herald which had suspended publication several
months earlier. 48 The Herald had come into existence in May, 1865, as
a successor to the short-lived Democratic Record. The Herald was as
thoroughly Democratic as its predecessors and had been conducted by
a series of editors and publishers . The newspaper was owned by L. W.
Talbott, an attorney, who had edited t\le Herald for a few months
before its suspension on January 11, 1868. Robert Steele leased the
Herald for one year and began publishing on August 22, 1868.
Steel shortened the title to Merced Herald and started numbering
the issues with Volume I , Number I, but it was essentially the old
Herald with the same editorial policy, the same advertisers, and the
same old press. The appearance of the paper did not improve. The
cheap paper and poor presswork continued . Nevertheless, the Herald
was successful. Steele reported one year later:
Though the profits of our past year's work have not been sufficient to make us either
rich, proud, or haughty, yet .. . we cannot feel otherwise than satisfied ... We have
succeeded in building up a business that encourages us to hope for permanent and profitable employment in our chosen vocation . . . 49

The Merced Herald ceased publication suddenly without warning
on August 14, 1869. Steele reported that the Herald had "died by termination of contract," but it appears that he had deliberately misled
the publisher, L. W. Talbott, and the subscribers into thinking that the
Herald was to be continued. In the terminal issue of the Herald Steele
had written, " ... having succeeded in procuring entirely new material for furni shing an office to continue publication of our
paper ... we are enabled to promise our patrons that the second
volume of our weekly publication will appear in an enlarged form and
printed on a new press and new types ... " Perhaps Steele had
intended to buy the name and the goodwill of the Herald from
Talbott, but that seems doubtful because he waited so long about notifying the publisher. Talbott later charged that Steele had promised to
start a newspaper in the new town of Dover on the San Joaquin River
at the expiration of his contract. Talbott also charged that he had
done a favor to Steele by bringing him to Snelling in 1868, that he had
turned over to Steele the largest subscription list that had ever been
known in Merced County, and that half of the subscribers refused to
take the Herald when they found out that Steele was to be the editor. 50
Whatever those facts may be, it is certain that Steele came out with a
new paper, the San Joaquin Valley Argus, on August 28, 1869,
carrying with it the advertisers and the county printing contract.
The San Joaquin Valley Argus was a much improved paper over the
Herald. 51 It was printed on the new press with larger type and a much
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better grade of paper . It was also a more interesting newspaper,
doubtless because Steele felt more freedom to criticize as the owner
than he did when the paper was owned by Talbott. Furthermore
Rowena participated more in the writing and selection of articles for
the Argus than she ever did with the Herald. The Argus continued to
be Democratic in politics, but it was continually embroiled in local
political disputes. Steele was not a popular editor. He lost an election
in the Snelling Township No. 1 to L.W. Talbott, his old publisher, by
a vote of 123 to 28. 52 Nevertheless, the Argus prospered. Its subscription list increased from about 400 in 1869 to 650 in 1870, which was
said to be the largest circulation of any newspaper in the Valley south
of Stockton. The Argus was instrumental in exposing a scheme to
bond the county to the extent of $150,000 for the purpose of subsidizing the Central Pacific Railroad in building the railroad through the
county. Steele ran editorials opposing the bond election for two
successive weeks and the election proclamation was rescinded . The
railroad was built without the subsidy, thus saving the county about
$1,000,000 in principal and interest.
The Argus was vigorous in its support of the development of wheat
farming in Merced County, having reversed the stand that Steele had
taken in 1863 regarding the No-Fence Law . He thus gained the
undying enmity of the cattle and sheep ranchers.
The building of the railroad in 1872 presented serious problems for
the Argus. It was apparent that Merced City was destined to become
the largest town in the county, and eventually the county seat. Snelling
had been by-passed by about 15 miles, but as long as Snelling
remained the county seat Steele could not move the A rugs to Merced .
To get ahead of the expected competition, Steele sent his 23-year-old
stepson, Harry H . Granice, to Merced in March, 1872, to start the
Merced People. Two weeks later another paper, the Merced Tribune
got underway in Merced with the support of the politicians in power .
The Tribune received the county printing contract in May, 1872,
taking this important source of income away from the Argus. The
Tribune flourished and campaigned for the removal of the county seat
to Merced while the People suspended publication after only fourteen
issues. Steele conducted a hard, but futile, campaign to keep the
county seat in Snelling. The election in December, 1872, however,
gave overwhelming support to Merced. With the loss of the county
printing contract, the county seat, and the impending loss of population to Merced, the Argus had to move or go out of business . On April
5, 1873, without the loss of a single issue, the San Joaquin Valley
Argus began publishing in Merced .
The Merced Tribune had become the official Democratic party
newspaper, which Mrs. Steele described as being "extremely Demo-
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cratic in its principles . " 53 The Argus became the organ of a new Independent, or People's, Party that was formed in 1873 to oppose the
railroad and other monopolies as well as corruption in government.
The Argus carried on an unrelenting campaign against the "Clique"
of Democratic politicians that controlled the county. The editor scrutinized the activities of all county officials, editorialized against their
alleged wrongdoings, and occasionally forced grand jury investigations of their conduct. This gained him the enmity of powerful forces
in government that soon resulted in financial and personal difficulties.
The Steeles wrote with great vigor and bitterness, even vituperation,
and the Tribune responded in kind .
The election of 1873 resulted in a victory for the reformers in the
state, but not the county. For several weeks following the election,
however, the Tribune attempted to ignore the Argus, but the Argus
pressed its claim that the county printing contract had been given to
the Tribune without asking for bids. The attack on the county officials
and the Tribune continued until a grand jury investigation upheld
some of the charges, but failed to bring an indictment. The bitter feud
between the two newspapers escalated until it was more intense and
more personal than ever. Since this kind of feuding was typical of
competing newspapers, no one was greatly concerned until the editor
of the Tribune, Edward Madden, a young man of only 22 years,
published an unforgivable slur upon the character of Mrs. Steele .
Rowena Granice Steele had begun to write stories and novelettes
again in 1869 and had them printed in the Argus. She wrote with ease
and contributed numerous pieces to that newspaper for the interest
and edification of its readers. Mrs. Steel wrote in a romantic,
Victorian style which guaranteed melodrama and coincidences in
every story. Her characters were stereotypes of either unsullied virtue
or unmitigated villainy, and were motivated by a desire for wealth and
romantic love. Her principal characters were females while the males
were brought on like props around which the heroines expressed themselves. The men were killed off at an alarming rate in order to permit
widowed heroines to find and wed their long lost true lovers . Virtue
was always championed, and usually rewarded, in her stories. The
stories often dealt with hardships and the seamy side of things,
doubtless drawing from Rowena's own experiences, but above all they
were moral, chaste, and virtuous stories.
In 1874, Mrs . Steele wrote a temperance novel entitled Dell Dart;
or, Within the Meshes . 54 It was a story about a lovely young woman
of good breeding and wealth who became enmeshed in a web of alcoholism, gambling, and love for an outlaw . The result was a horrible
death for the heroine - due to alcohol. Mrs. Steele had the book
published by the San Joaquin Valley Argus, and she traveled about
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the state peddling it and lecturing in the cause of temperance. The
Women's Temperance Crusade had begun in 1873 and the W.C.T.U.
was formed in 1874. The temperance movement had swept across the
nation, and Mrs . Steele was in the vanguard. She claimed that Dell
Dart was a fictitious name for a woman whom she had known during
her residence in Sacramento many years before. 55
Editor Madden of the Tribune noticing a report in the Vallejo
Chronicle about Mrs. Steele canvassing for the sale of her book
editorialized:
... If any family desires to be posted in the life of a female in a house of ill fame
they can ascertain all the knowledge in that line they desire by a perusal of the publication referred to. The authoress evidently knows whereof she speaks. 56

Harry Granice, Mrs. Steele's oldest son, felt called upon to defend his
mother's honor. He had been very close to his mother during the
difficult days in San Francisco and Sacramento. He was living at
home and working as foreman of the printing shop for the Argus. At
25 years of age he was a frail young man in ill health and partially
deaf. His mother was away at the time of the insulting article and
therefore unable to restrain him from a rash act.
Harry Granice went looking for Madden and found him in the
saloon of the El Capitan Hotel. With tears in his eyes Granice begged
for a retraction. He had been ill with the bloody flux for several days
and his frame shook . Instead of giving Granice the retraction,
Madden pulled out a pistol and shook it in Granice's face calling him a
damned bastard and saying that that was the only retraction he would
get. Granice was unarmed and so shaken by this response that he
retreated and took to bed for two days. On December 7, 1874, he met
Madden on Front Street in Merced, and this time he was armed with a
pistol. According to Granice, he thought Madden was reaching for his
own gun so he shot first and continued firing until his gun was empty.
Madden was killed with four bullet wounds .
Granice surrendered to the sheriff who lodged him in the calaboose,
but a mob intent upon lynching the murderer began to form . E.A.
Packer, who later became Constable, was reported to have seized a
pistol and tried to shoot Granice through the bars . Fearing for the
safety of his prisoner, Sheriff Meany sent Granice with two deputies
on the road toward Snelling . They stopped at an inn about six miles
from Merced to spend the night, but when four members of the mob
arrived Granice was turned loose in the foggy night to shift for
himself. He wandered for two days in the fog before obtaining aid
from a rancher near Cressey who kept him hidden in a barn until
December 12 when Granice turned himself over to the authorities. 57
Then followed a bewildering series of legal maneuvers and blunders
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that may have been typical of justice for the place and time . Granice
was indicted for manslaughter but tried twice for murder. Mrs. Steele
succeeded in obtaining the best representation possible for her son .
Through her wide circle of friends she raised a large defense fund
from contributions. She sold the Argus press and materials and, even,
held a benefit musical program in San Francisco. 57• Over $7,000 was
said to have been raised . 58 Former Attorney General Jo Hamilton and
Judge DavidS. Terry served as counsel for the defense. State Senator
W . W . Prendergast was to have served also but he died before the trial
began. With such representation it is not surprising that Granice was
finally freed on a technicality, but not before having been convicted
twice for murder and sentenced to terms of life imprisonment and 30
years respectively. The case went three times to the State Supreme
Court, each time being decided in favor of Granice. The primary
reason for Granice's release was that the original indictment was
written in such a way as to charge him with manslaughter instead of
murder, as the Grand Jury intended. Someone later made an unauthorized change in the indictment to charge Granice with murder.
Subsequent attempts to reindict Granice and to retry him were
bungled, and the Supreme Court finally freed him on January 9, 1877,
because he had been placed in double jeopardy by the last trial.
At the conclusion of two years of legal battles the Steele resources
were drained . The Argus had been wrecked by the mob which sought
Granice on the night of the killing of Madden and publication ceased
until March 13, 1875, when it reappeared in reduced format. The subscription price was also reduced from $5 to $3. The press and type had
been sold, and publication was continued only by reacquiring the old
press and original type of the Merced Herald from Mr. Talbott of
Snelling. 59
The Argus continued to oppose the Democratic party and its candidates, locally and nationally . It favored the postponement of the payment of taxes during the prevailing hard times . When almost all other
papers in the state were calling for the expulsion of the heathen
Chinese, the Argus urged a spirit of justice tempered with mercy
toward them . The influence of Mrs. Steele could be seen more and
more as the number of literary and feature articles was increased .
Scarcely had the murder trial problems been resolved when on
March 10, 1877, the press, type, materials, and furniture of the Argus
were seized by the Constable, because of some unexplained connection with a suit between two other parties in the amount of $160. This
action forced an immediate suspension of publication for almost 9
months. More legal battles ensued with Steele charging malice on the
part of the Constable who was also a partner in the competing newspaper, the Merced Express, which had been formed to succeed the
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Tribune after Madden's death . Steele sued for $5,000 damages but
settled for the return of his property and the payment of costs. 60
The indomitable Mrs. Steele managed with the help of "many kind
and fearless friends" to resume publishing the San Joaquin Valley
Argus on January 5, 1878, by having it printed in San Francisco until
the press and other materials were returned . During the time of these
legal and financial troubles, Steele's health had failed and he had been
confined to bed for five months with asthma and heart trouble.
Rowena's second son, George Law Granice, had meanwhile died on
J uly 17, 1877, after being an invalid for four months . Her son, Harry,
had departed for San Francisco after being released from jail for the
murder of Madden, and her youngest son was only 16 years old at the
time.
As editor of the Argus Mrs . Steele changed the content of the paper .
It became more literary, less political, and more like a magazine . She
editorialized on the need for good wagon roads, schools, a pay
increase for the county officials, and a city cemetery. She scored the
Mercedians for failing to grow enough fruits and vegetables for home
consumption, and she urged the farm women to raise poultry . In
politics she favored the Workingmen's Party and later became a
Republican. She continued to write novels, stories, and feature
articles.
The Argus never achieved a large circulation, nor great success, but
it did provide a living for the Steeles and an organ for the expression
of their liberal, progressive, and cultural ideas . Mrs . Steele continued
to publish and edit the Argus, even adding a Daily Argus in 1885, with
the nominal help of her invalid husband until his death on
January 28, 1890. She retired soon afterwards on June 7, 1890, and
her son, LeeR . Steele, continued the Argus until November 15, 1890,
when it was sold and merged with the Merced Journal to form the
Merced County Sun .
Mrs . Steel remained active in the temperance cause and in writing
for newspapers. She even wrote another novel, Weak or Wicked,
which was published by her son in 1893 61 She continued to reside in
Merced living on her small income and a pension as the wife of a
Mexican War Veteran that brought in $8 .00 per month. She was also
Secretary to the Merced Cemetery Association until 1899, an
association that she had founded in 1879 in order to establish the
Asphodel Cemetery to provide a suitable resting place for her son,
George Law Granice.
On February 7, 1901, Mrs. Rowena Granice Steele died at her home
in Merced at the age of 76. Thus ended the eventful and strife-ridden
life of a talented, energetic, and courageous woman. She was honored
by long obituaries in the local newspapers for her espousal of every
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just cause, for her role in the newspaper history of the county, and for
her contributions to the cultural and literary world. 62 Ever active, she
wrote at least six published books, countless stories and poems for
newspapers, and long weekly letters describing events, people, and
places seen during her frequent travels . She reared three sons, and
cared for an ailing husband for many years while editing and publishing a daily and weekly newspaper. She suffered a storm of legal and
financial troubles, but still found time to do endless works of charity,
crusade for temperance and woman's suffrage, and participate in
cultural activities of the community.
Mrs . Steele left an estate to her youngest son, LeeR. Steele, of five
city lots in Merced that she had homesteaded from 1875 to 1883.
Apparently she had little else to show for her industrious life, but she
had contributed more than most.
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To Coke Wood ...
Our Historian, 19 December, 1979
Unseen among us stand the shades of
Hats off, to welcome him beyond the
Where he is known and loved beyond
Where they will lift to him a greeting

men,
Pass
our ken,
glass.

They thought they were forgotten on these ways
Where once they walked and frequented the stores,
The churches, the saloons, some chilly days,
To argue over politics and wars .
They thought they were forgotten, but were not;
For there was one dear Soul who still could see
Beyond the generations, where he caught
The stance and voice of those who used to be.
He saw old timers walking, heard them call
Each other as they trod the dusty street.
He was their friend. He hailed them one and all,
As now unseen it is himself . they greet.

John Spears, an old friend.

